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SECTION VIII. 

i 

or JANUARY AND MAY, THE WIFE OF BATH, 

AND TRANSLATIONS Ok ^TATIUS AND 

OVID, AND THE IMITATIONS OF 

V 

SOME ENGLISH POETS. 

X HE first dawnings of polite literature in Italy, 

appeared in tale-writing and fables. Boccace 

gave a currency and vc^ue to this species of 

composition. He collected niany of the common 
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2 ,_.'iSSAY ON THE GENIUS 

tales of bl4 country, and delivered them in the 

purest ;§t1Ie, enlivened with interesting circuni- 

stanc^V/ Sacchetti published tales before him, 

in which are many anecdotes of Dante and his 

coQtemporaries. Boccace was faintly imitated 

hy * several Italians, Poggio, Bandello, Cinthio, 
• • • 
;;*Firenzuola, Malespini, and others. * Machiavel 

' himself did honour to this species of writing, by 

his Belphegor, 

To produce, and carry on with probability 
and decorum, a series of events, is the most dif- 
ficult work of invention ; and if we were mi- 
nutely to examine the popular stories of every 
nation, we should be amazed to find how few 

circumstances 



* Michiavel, who possessed the liveliest wit with the pro- 
foundest reflection, wrote also two comedies, Mandgragora 
and Clytia, the former of which was played before Leo X. 
with much magnificence ; the latter is an imitation of the 
Cassina of Plautus : " Indigna vero homine Christiano (says 
Balzac) qui sanctiores Musas colit, et^ in ludicris quoque^ 
memiuisse debet severitatis/* Epist. Select, pag. 202. I 
have been informed that Machiavel, towards the latter part 
of his life, grew religious, and that some pieces of ascetic 
devotion, composed by him, are preserved in the libraries of 
Italy. Lord Bacon says remarkably of Machiavel, that he 
tes^ches wliat men usually do, not what they ougia to do. 
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eircum Stances have been ever invented. Facts 
aud events have been, indeed, varied and mo- 
dified, but totally new facts have not been created. 
The writers of the old romances, from whom 
Ariosto and Spenser have borrowed so largely, 
are supposed to have had copious imaginations ; 
but may they not be indebted, for their invulne- 
rable heroes, their monsters, their enchantments, 
their gardens of pleasure, their winged steeds, 
and the like, to the Echidna, to the Circe, to 
the Medea, to the Achilles, to the Syrens, to the 
Harpies, to the Phryxus, and the Bellerophon, 
of the ancients ? The Cave of Polypheme might 
furnish out the ideas of their giants : and An- 
dromeda might give occasion for stories of dis- 
tressed damsels on the point of being devoured 
by dragons, and delivered at such a critical sea- 
son by their favourite knights. Some faint tra- 
ditions of the ancients might have been kept 
glimmering and alive during the whole barbarous 
ages, as they are called ; and it is not impossible, 
but these have been the parents of the Genii in 
the eastern, and the Fairies in the western world. 
To say that Aniadis and Sir Tristan have a clas- 
B S sical 
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aical foundation, may at first sight appear, para*, 
doxical; but if the subject were examined to 
the bottom, I am inclined to think, that the 
wildest chimeras in those books of chivalry with 
which Don Quixote's library was furnished, 
would be found to have a close connection with 
ancient mythology. 

We of this nation have been remarkably barren 
in our inventions of facts ; we have been chiefly 
borrowers in this ^species of composition ; as the 
plots of our most applauded plays, both in tra- 
gedy and comedy, may witness, which have ge- 
nerally bqen taken from the novels of the Italis^ns 
and Spanii^rds. 

The story of January and May, now before 
lis, is of the , comic kind ; and the character of a 
fond old dotard betrayed into disgrace by an un- 
suitable match^ is supported in ^ lively manner. 
Pope has endeavoured suitably to familiarize the 
stateliness of our heroic measure in this ludicrous 
narrative; but, after all his'p^ins^ this measure 
is not adapted to such subjects, so well as the 

lines 
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lines "of four feet, or the French numbers of 
Fontaine.* Fontaine is, in truth, the capital 
and unrivalled writer of comic tales. He gene-'' 
rally took his subjects from Boccace, Poggius,f' * 
and Ariosto ; but adorned them with so many ' 
natural strokes, with such quaintness in his re-' 
flections, and such a dryness and archness of' 
humour, as cannot fail to excite laughter. 



Our Prior has happily caught his manner, in 
many of his lighter tales ; particularly in Hans ' 
Carvel, the invention of which, if its genealogy" 
be worth tracing, is first due to Poggius, It is 
Found in the hundred and thirty-third of his' 
FacelicE, where it is entitled Visio Francisci Phi- 
B 3 lelphi : 

* It 11 to be kmentcd that Fontaine lias m frequently trans-" 
gressed the bounds of modesty, Boileau did not look upup,) 
Fontaine as an original writer, and used lo say, he had bor- 
rowed both his Btile and matter from Marot and Rabelais. 

+ " Poggi"* Florentious in btic numem eloquentium viro-c 
mm siugulare nomen obtinet. Scripsit de nobilitate, de ava- 
rilia, deprincipum in felicitate, de nioribus Indor 
TUAOM.qaaqDe librum unum. Ab adversariis exagitatun oray' 
tiones pieraaque invectivas edidil. In epislolis 
Cyropcediam, Cjuam Xenophon ille scripsit, la 
atque Alphonso regi dedieavit, prntjuaavfg 
cedeai accepit," facius de viris Mlustribiia, Y\t>vina\a£> YlViJ 
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Shakespeare, to be only like one of mercury, im- 
perceptibly mingled with a mine of gold. 

I Chaucer is highly extolled by Dryden, in the 
spirited and pleasing preface to his fables ; for 
his prefaces, after all, are very pleasing, not- 
withstanding the opposite opinions they contain, 
because his prose is the most numerous and sweet, 
the most mellow and generous, of any our lan- 
guage has yet produced. His digressions and 
rambhngs, which he himself says he learned of 
honest Montaigne, are interesting and amusing. 
In this preface is a passage worth particular no- 
htice, not only for the justness of the criticism, 
I fyxt because it contains a censure of Cowley. 
■ *' Chaucer is a perpetual fountain of good sense; 
B Jearned in all sciences ; and therefore speaks pro- 
I perly on all subjects. As he knew what to say, 
I so he also knows where to leave off; acontinence, 
ft-^'hich is practised by few writers, and scarcely 
P by any of the ancients, excepting Virgil and 
. Horace. One of our late great poets is sunk in 
his reputation, because he could never fort^ive 
• apy conceit that came in liis way ; but swept, like 

a drag- 
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adTag*Tiet, great and small. There was [)lenty 
enough, but the dishes were ill-soittd ; wlwle 
pyramids of sweet-nicats for boys and women ; J 
but little of solid meat for men. All this pro- I 
ceeded not from any want of knowledge, but of- I 
judgment : neither did he want that, in discern- I 
iug the beauties and faults of other poets ; but I 
only indulged himself in the luxury of writing ; I 
and, perhaps, knew it was a fault, but hoped the 1 
reader would not find it. For this reason, though I 
he must always be thought a great poet, he is 1 
no longer esteemed a good writer ; and for teii'' j 
impressions which his works have had in so many 
successive years, yet at present a hundred books 
are scarcely purchased once a twelvemonth." It > 
is a circumstance of literary history worth men- I 
tioning, that Chaucer was more than 60 years*] 
old when he wrote Palanion and Arcite, - as we^ \ 
know Dryden was 70 when he versified it. The ' 
lines of Pope, in the piece before us, are spirited 
and easy, and have properly enough, a free col- 
loquial air. One passage T cannot forbear quot- 
ing, as it acquaints us witli the writers who were 
popular in the time of Cliauccr. The jocose old 
1 woman 
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above all, to his exquisite music ode. The 
warmth and melody of these pieces has never 
been excdled in our language ; 1 mean in 
rhyme. As general and unexemplified criticism 
is always useless and absurd, I must beg leave 
to select a few passages from these three poems ; 
and the reader must not think any observations 
on the character of Dryden, the constant pat* 
tern of Pope, unconnected with the main sub- 
ject of this work. The picture of Arcite, in the 
absence of Emilia, is highly expressive of the 
deepest distress, and a complete image of an- 
guish : 

He rav'd with all the nudsess of despair ; 
He roar'd. be beat his breast, he tore his hair. 
Dry sorrow in his stupid eyes appears ; 
For wantiiig noarishmeiit, he wanted tears : 
His eye-balls in their hollow sockets sink; 
Bereft of sleep, he loaths his meat and drink ; 
He withers at his heart, and looks as wan 
As the pale spectre of a mnrder'd man.* 

The image of the Suicide is equally picturesque 
and pathetic. 



The 



* PalamoB and Arciie, Bo^k L 
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The slayer of himself yet saw I there. 
The gore congeaPd was clotted la his hair : 
With eyes half-cloa'd and gaping mouth he lay. 
And grim as when he breath*d his sullen soul away* 

This reminds me of that forcible description in a 
writer whose fancy was eminently strong-, " Cati- 
lina vero, longe a suis, inter hostium cadavera 
repertus est, paululum etiam spirans ; ferociam- 
que animi, (juam habuerat vivus, in vultu reti: 
nans." Nor must I omit that affecting jmage iU; 
Spenser, who ever excels in the pathetic : 

And him besides there lay upon the grass 

A dreary corse, whose life away did pass. 

All wallow'd in his own,. yet lukewarm, blood. 

That from his wound yet welled fresh, alaU ^ 

In which a rusty knife fast fixed stood. 

And made an open passage for the gushing flood.^ 

When Palamon perceived his rival had escaped, 



He stares, he stamps the ground; 



The hollow tow'r with clamour rings arouqd:. . 
With briny tears he bathM his fetter'd feet. 
And dropp'd all o'er with agony of sweat. 



Nor 



• Fairy Queen, Book I. Catito 9. ^^tiva^^. 
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Nor are the feelings of Palamon less strongly im- 
pressed on the reader, where he says. 

The rage of Jealousy then fir'd his soul. 
And his face kindled like a burning coal : 
Kow cold despair succeeding in her stead. 
To livid paleness turn'd the glowing red.''^ 

If we pass on from descriptions of persons to 
those of things, we shall find this poem equally 
excellent. The temple of Mars is situated with 
propriety in a country desolate and joyless ; all 
around it. 



The landscape was a forest wide and bare, 
Where neither beast nor human-kind repair; 
The fowl, that scent afar, the borders fly. 
And shun the bitter blast, and wheel about the sky. 
A cake of scurf lies baking on the ground. 
And prickly stubs instead of trees are found. 

Tlic 



* These passages are chiefly of the pathetic sort; for whicb 
Dryden in his tragedies is far from being remarkable. But it 
is not unusual for the same person to succeed in describing ex- 
ternally a distressful character, who may miserably fail in put- 
ting proper words in the mouth of such a character. In a 
word, so much more difficult is dramatic than descriptite 
poetry! 
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The temple itself is nobly and magnificently 
studied ; and, at the same time, adapted to the 
furious nature of the god to whom it belonged ; 
and carries with it a barbarous and tremendous 

idea. 

The frame of burnishM steely that cast a glare 
From far, and seem'd to thaw tne freezing air. 
A strait long entry to the temple led. 
Blind with high walls and horror over-head : 
Thence issued such a blast and hollow roar. 
As threatened from the hinge to heave the door ; 
In through the door a northern light there shone ; 
*Twas all it had, for windows there were none. 
The gate of adamant, eternal frame. 
Which, hew^d by Mars himself, from Indian quarries 
came. 

This scene of terror is judiciously contrasted 
by the pleasing and joyous imagery of the tem- 
ples of Venus and Diana. The figure of the 
last goddess is a design fit for Guido to exe- 
cute : 

The graceful Goddess was array'd in green ; 
About her feet were little beagles seen. 
That watchM with upward eyes the motions of their 
queen. 
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But, above, ali, the whole ^escriptton. of the en^ 
tering the lists,* and of the ensuing combat,^ 
which is told at length, in the middle of the 
third book; is ' marvellotisly spirited ; atid so 
lively, as to make us spectators of that interest- 
ing and magnificent tournament. £vea-the ab- 
surdity of feigning aticierit; heroes, sucTi as 

•■ ■ • ' ■■■■..'/-■»/.- 

Theseus and Lycurgus, present at the lists and 
a modem combat, is overwhelmed and oblite-. 

• - ■ ■■ '-.-•.< ■ • ? . r 

rated aniidst the blaze„ the poipp, and the pro-^ 
fusion^ of such animated poetry. Frigid and ^ 

\ ' I- ' ' ' ■ ' ." ' ...;■ 

. ■ r . ■ I 

phlegmatic; niust be the critic, who could have 
leisure dully and soberly to attend to the ana- 

. M I . . •'• t ^ .- r . . . , . , 

chronism on so striking an occasion. The mind 
is whirled away by a torrent of rapid imagery, 
and propriety is forgot. 

The tale of Sigismunda and Guiscardo is 
heightened with many new and affecting touches 
by Dryden. . I shall select only the following 
picture of Sigismunda, as it has the same atti- 
tude 

♦^The readct i» desired all along to reftMJmbe^^, ^mtrthe first 
deKneatibn of ail these itnages ts in Chaucer, or Boccaee; and 
it might be wordf ^^ainining how in ach- 'Dryden has added 
puT^f from hrs own: stock. - - '*■■ - * ^''^ 



•it • : ■ J 
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tode^ which she appears in a famous piece of 

COBRSGGIO. 

Mate, solemn sorrow, free fcom fem^ile aoiac. 
Such as the majesty of grief dtitroys : 
Por bending o'er the cup, the tears she shed, 
S^etn'd by the posture to discharge her head, 
O'erfiU'd before; and oft (her mouth apply'il 
To the cold heart) s^he kiss'd at once, and cry'd. 

There Is an iiicomparable wildness In the vision 
of Ttieodore and Honoiia,* that represents the 
furious spectre of " the horseman ghost that 
came thundering for his prey;" and of the gaunt 
mastiffs that tore the sides of the shrieking dam- 
sel he pursued ; which is a subject worthy the 
pencil of Spagnoletti, as it partakes of that sa- 
vageness which is so striking to the imaginatioii. 
I shall confine myself to point out only two pas- 
Vot. II. C sage's, 



* This is one of Eoccace's moat serious stories. " It is a 
curioQs thing to see at the head of an edition of Boccace's tales, 
printed at Floreuce in 1573, a privilege of Gregory XIII. who 
lays, that in this he follows the steps of Pius V. his predecessor, 
of blessed mcniory, and wliich threatens with severe punish- 
meot^ all those who shall dare to give any diaiurbance to those 
booksellers to whom this pritilege is granted. There is also a 
le of the iniiuisition in farour of this edition, in which 
the holy father caused some alterations to be mado. Lonoue- 
«V*N*, Tom. II, p, 02. a Berlin, 1754. 
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sdgesy which relate tlie two appearances of this 
formidable figure ; and I place them last, as 1 
think them the most lofty of any part of Dry- 
den's works : 

Whilst liafmBg to the nmnn'riDg kaves he 8tood> 
More than a mile immersM within the wood. 
At once the wind was laid«— the whisp'ring sound 
Was dumb — a rising earthquake rockM the ground : 
With deeper brown the grove was overspread. 

And hris ears tingled, and his colour fled. 

f ' ■ ■ ,\ 

The sensations of a man upon the approach of 
some strange and supernatural danger, can scarce- 
ly be represented more feelingly. All nature is 
thus said to sympathize at the second appear* 
ance of 

— — The felon on his sable steed 
Arm'd with his naked sword, that urg'd his dogs to speed. 



Thus it runs< 



The fiend's alarmr began ; tfxe hollow sound 
Sung in the leaves, the forest shook around. 
Air btacken'd, rdrd the thunder, groan'd the ground.. 



But 
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B\it to conclude this drgression on Dryden^ 
It must be owned, that his Ode on the Power of 
Music, which is the chief ornament of tills vo- 
Jume, is the most unrivalled of his composition*. 
-By that strange fatality which seems to disqua- 
'4ify authors from judging of their own works, he 
does not appear to have valued this piece, be^ 
bcause he totally omits it in the enumeration and 
-criticism he has given of the rest in his preface to 
■^he volume. I shall add nothing to what I have 
already said on this subject,* but only relate the 
occasion and manner of his writing it. Mr. St. 
John, afterwards Lord Boilngbroke, happening 
to pay a visit to Dryden, whom he always re- 
spected, f found him in an unusual agitation of 
spirits, even to a trembhng. On enquiring the 
cause, *' I have been up all night, (replied the 
old bard.) My musical friends made me promise 
to write them an ode for their feast of St. Cie- 
C 2 cilia: 

• Vol. I. pag. SI. 

f See his yerscs lo Dryden, prefixed to the translation of 
Virgil. Lord Bolingbrcke assured Pope, that Dryden often 
declared to him, that he got more from the Spanish critics 
tlone, than from the Italiao, French, and all other critics pat 
fopsther; wbieh appears strange. Thia frooi Mr. Spence. 
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cilia: I liave been so struck with the sufcjrtft^^ 
wiiich occurred to me, that I could not lean 
till I had completed it: here it is, finished at one , 
Billing. " And immediately he shewed him this , 
ode, which places the British iydc poetry above' , 
that of any other nation. This anecdote,' as - 
true as -it is curiouSj was imparted by Lord' Bo-" ' 
liogbroke to Pope, by Pope to Mr. Gilbert ] 
West, by him to the ingenious friend who com- 
municated it to me.* The rapidity, and yet Ac 
perspicuity, of the thoughts, tlie glow and the 
expressiveness of the images, those certain mafts 
of the first sketch of a master, conspire to comi-'' j 
borate the truth of the fact. ■ 'i^-'-'i I 



The TftANStATioN of the^^rsf Book of Sfathts 
is the next piece that belongs to this Section. It 
was in his childhood only that he could inake 
choice of so injudicious a writer. It were to be 
wished, that no youth of genius were suffered 
ever to look into Statius,f Lucan, Claudian, or 
Seiieca 

* Richard Berenger, Esq, 

f Writen of this stamp are always on the stretch. Tiiey 
ftpd^m the i^a^HiJ • \bef ve perpetuatly graEpuig at the vas^ 
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SeDcca the tragalian ; authors, who, by tlieix. 
forced conceits, by their violent metaphors, hy^ I 
ther swelling epithets, by their want of a justt 
clecorum, have a strong tendency to dazzle aiid^ 1 
te>: mislead inexperienced minds, and tastes uOfMi 
formed, from the true relish of possibility, pro-t 1 
priety, simplicity, and nature. Statins had un- 
doubtedly invention, abiUty, and spirit; but his : 
images are gigantic and outrageous, and his sen-'' \ 
tiuKDts tortured and hyperbolical. It caart 
hardly, I think, be doubted, but that Juvenal: \ 
intended a severe satire on him^ in these well<'| 
known lines, which have been commonly inter- 1 
preted as a panegyric ; >l 



Ciuritur ad Ytxem jiicujidam et carmen amie« T iH^A 
Thebaidos, laKitit fecit cum Statius urbtm. 



Promiritque die 
Aliicit ille aai 
Auditor : sed, 
Esurit. 


ni ; taiita du!cedinc capios 
cMm /regit subseltia versu, 






C 3 


th« wonderrut, anil th 


e terrible. *■ K«> (Hir<» mi 


»> »(N» avyat 




naT o\(yor uUDtorii tfoi to iuk 


1 i»<iXne>.i, x« 


Bible discourse of S. 


III Ta,a.T.=F «Ji. -/ttf fair,, ?«^orif«i. lifu-n.^w." 

. y. Sect. iii. They should read the aeii- 
Wedrenfels, of Basle, De Meteoris Ori). 
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In tliese verses are many expressions, here mark- 
ctl with italics, wliich seem to hint obliquely, 

^ that 3tatius was the favourite poet of the vulgar, 
^vho were easily captivated with a wild and inar- 
tificial talei and with an empty magnificence of 
numbers ; the noisy roughness of which tpay be 
particularly alluded to in the expression, fregit 
mbsellia vei^u. One cannot forbear reflecting on 
the short ■ duration of a true taste in poetry 
among the Romans. From the time of Lucres? 
tins, to that of Statins, was no more than about 
one hundred and forty-seven years; and if I 
- might venture to pronounce so rigorous a sen- 
tence, I would say, that the Romans can boast 

- of but ^ight poets who are unexceptionably ex-p 

cellent; namely, Terence, Luceetxus, Qatjji.^ 

I.US, Virgil, Horace, TiByLtys, Propertius, 

PHipDRys, Tb^fsle' only can be called legitimate 

-models of just thinking and writing, Sqcceed-^ 

--i'ng authors, as it happens in all countries, re- 
ftolving to be original and new, and to avoid the 
imputation of copying, became distorted and' 
unnatural : by endeavouring to open an unbeatei^ 

• - . 

path, they deserted simplicity and truth : weary, 
pf common and qbyious beauties^, they must 

needs^ 
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ueeds^ hunt for remote and artificial decorations. 
Thus was it that the age of Demetriua Phalereus 
succeeded that of Demosthenes ; and the false 
relish of Tiberius's court, tlie chaste one of Au- 
gustus. Among the various causes, however, 
that have been assigned, why poetry and the arts 
have more eminently flourished in some particular 
ages and nations than in others, few have been 
satisfactory and adequate. What solid reason 
can we give why the Romans, who so happily 
imitated the Greeks in many respects, and 
breathed a truly tragic spirit, could yet never 
excel in tragedy, though so fond of theatrical 
spectacles? Or why the Greeks, so fruitful in 
every species of poetry, yet never produced but 
one great epic poet? While, on the other hand, 
modem Italy can shew two or three illustrious 
epic writers, yet has no Sophocles, Euripides, or 
Menander. And France, without having formed 
a siugle Epopea, has carried dramatic poetry to 
so high a pitch of perfection in CorneiUe, Ra- 
cine, and Moliere. 

For a confirmation of the foregoing remark on 

SUtius, and for a proof of the strength and spj- 

C 4 rit 



t9 £M4Y OK -irai SENrUftv 

nt of Bopjb'< jFootbful 4rft[ulatieD» <-! ^laHaelect 



He 'eadfL a nmuter l)orril^t« apd. faU> , - i 

B«got by furies in the depth of hell. 
" ^he-pe«t arvifgin's face and" bfisom *fears5 
' High opj^er crftfA ^ rish^^ (hake appears, 

Gaards her black fronl^ aDd^isaes iq her hairs 

About the realm she walks her dreadful rouna, 
: Wtwn nigfat Iwifh saUe vrin^ «'erapreA<hr ttie< giMml ; 
.^]>qyo^rsypung.b^esbef^r^^be^£^f^(i^' e^s, ,j, 

Atid IVeds na^ thrives on publig miseries.* 



ff 



OttTipoi, in'Si'atius, behaves' with the fury of a. 
Hustering bully; in Sophocles,'}' with that pa- 
tiei^t submission, and pathetic remorse, which 
are suited to his lame'ntabie condition. , 



Art^fbog a &ther. unregarding Jove'. 
". Ajnd sleeps thy thunder in the Realms above? 
'Tbou> fury, then.aoaie lastiqg i^ufse eiitajl, . . , 

WhicKo'er their childrens' children shall prevail ; 

Ffxce'on their beida that crpWH distain'd vrith gore, 

t^jIKb:ithM.^li^5;hMda fropioiy sj^infaft^ 

-;., ■ , ■^.•:i.-»B:I.-ter.'ro3. 

.. tjSeebis.ad|]£ta».4o.ibe £aiie< ia Ibe (EdipHs Colonens of 
^{ihlpclfAi. b«^%ififg t|t$h« vrwAs^-tt- vnnuuiumm^ afwrsa 
-85,,dQ;>ni<vte .^e;ife^ll7> :And aflerwardf, when be becMnei 
fdfire pavticulviy W^otunM !iridi:-ithe--uiu«darat'CJraeh7>of hla 
Hfps. jsL bjs ir|Hef)tin«9t.:js iQQtB^trApctot««.,.SecTt^ 
4()^|l to Terse 472i of 'be same moat enchanting tragedy. 
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-^Hri&is also another writer of a bad taste, on 
whom Pope employed some of his yoothful 
hours, in translating the stories of Dryope and 
Pomona. Were it not for the useful mythologi- 
cal knowledge they contain, the works of Ovid 
ought not to be so diligently read. The puerili- 
ties and affectations with whicli they abound, are 
too well known to be here insisted on. I chuse 
rather to account for Ovid's falling into so blame-, 
able a species of writing, in the words of a sen- 
sible critic,* who, after he has censured, whai 

he 



de Epigrammale Liber. Parisi 



* Francisci V; 
1672. Pag. 47, ed 

About thia time it became fashionable ^mong the ^ita at 
Button's, the mob of gentlemen that wrote with ease, to trans* 
late Ovid. Their united performances were published in 
form by Garth, with a preface written in a flowing and lively 
style, but full of strange opinions. He declares, that none of 
the classic poets had the lalent of expressing himself with more 
foive and perspicuity than Ovid ; that the Fiat of the Hebrew 
Uw-giver is not more sublime than the Jussitet extendi campos 
of the Latin Poet; that he esceh in the propriety of his si- 
miles and epithets, the perspicuity of his allegories, and the 
instmctive excellence of his morals. Above all, he commends 
him for his unforced transitions, and for the ease with which 
he slides into some new circumstance, wilhoul any violation of 
the unity *)f the story. "The texture (says be} is so artfiti, that 
it may be compared to the work of his own Arachne, where thK 
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lume,* to which the foUowiDg anecdote must be 
added, which I lately received from one of his 
iotimate friends : " I wrote things (said Pope) 
I am ashamed to say how soon ; part of my 
epic poem Alcandzh, when about twelve. The 
scene of it lay at Rhodes, and some of the neigh- 
bouring islands ; and the poem opened under the 
water, with a description of the court of Nep- 
tune. That couplet on the circulation of the 
bipod, which I afterwards inserted in the Dun- 
ciadp , . "t* 

.„;.. . '^^•f 

^^As man's meanders lo the vital spring .itiss 

Htii. 



"'fioll all their tides, then back their ( 



irclcs brin 



was originally in this poem, word for word." 



The first of these Imitations is of Chaucer ; as 
it paints neither characters nor manners like his 
original, as it is the only piece of our author's 
works that is loose and indecent, and as therefore 
I wish it had been omitted in the present edition, 
X shall speak no more of it. 



,fJ- 



The 



• Page 78. 



AND WHITnfGS DF POPE. 

The Imitation of Spenser is the second ; ' 
description of an alley of 6shwomcn. He that* 
was unacquainted with Spenser, and was to foriil 1 
his ideas of the turn and manner of his genius ■ 
from this piece, would undonbtedly suppose that*l 
he abounded in filthy images, and excelled itf*! 
describing the lowxr scenes of life. But the cha-"| 
racteristics of this sweet and amiable allegorical*'! 
poet, are not only strong and circumstantial 
imagery; but tender and pathetic feeling, a most 
melodious flow of versification, and a certain 
pleasing melancholy in his sentiments, the con- 
stant companion of an elegant taste, that casts a 
deUcacy and grace over all his compositions. To 
imitate Spenser on a subject that does not pai?"J 
take of the pathos, is not giving a true represen- 
tation of him; for he seems to be more awake 
and aUve to all the softnesses of nature, thaa^; 
almost any writer I can recollect. There i 
assemblage of disgusting and disagreeable soundJ 
in the following stanza of Pope, which, on?,^ 
almost tempted to think, if it were possiUle, ,bad j 
been contrived as a contrast, or rather burlesque, ' 
of a most exquisite stanza in the Faebt Queex. 



X^l 
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# 

The snappish cur. (the passengers annoy) 
Close at my heel with yelping treble fiies ; 
The wfaimp'ring girl^ and hoarser-scrtaiiuBg bfjTi 
- Join to the yelping treble^ shrilling cries ; 
The scolding quean to louder notes doth rise^ 
And her full pipes those knifing cries con^mrid i 
To her fhll pipes the granting )iog replies ; 
The grunting hogs alarm the neighbours rounds 
And curs^ girls, boys, and scolds, in* the deep base ^f^ 
drowii'd* ^ • -? r'i. . ' •' ' 

r ' 

., • • • 

The very turn of these uu^t^ers bears th^ jcloaest 
resemblance with the following, . which are of 
themselves a complete concert of t^e laost de^ 
licious music. :, 

The joyous birds, shrouded in chearful shade> 
Their uotes unto the voice attempred sweety 
Til* angelical, soft trembling voioes made 
To th' instruments divine respondence meet; 
The silver-sounding instruments did meet 
With the base murmur of the water's fall j 
The virater's fall vrith difference discreet. 
Now soft, now loud unto the wind did call ; 
The gentle warbling wind low answered to alL"^ 

These images, one would have thought, wefe. 
peculiarly calculated to have struck the fancy of 
our young imitator with so much admiration, as 

not 

* Book II. Canto 12. Stanaa 7U 



t 

not to have suffered him to make a kind of tra- 
vesty of them. 

The next stanza of Pope represents some alle- 
gorical figures, of which his original was so 
fond. 

Hard by a sty, beneath a roof of thatch. 

Dwelt Oblociuy, who, ia her early days. 

Baskets of fish at Billingsgate did watch. 

Cod, whiting, oyster, mackarel, sprat, or plaice : 

There learnM she speech from tongues that never cease. 

Slander beside her, like a magpie chatters. 

With £NyT (spitting cat) dread foe to peace ; 

Like a cursed cur. Malice before her clatters. 

And Texing every wight, tears cloaths and all to tatters. • 

But these personages of Obloquy, Slander, Envy, 
and Malice, are not marked with any distinct 
attributes ; they are not those living figures,* 

whose 



^ Mr. Huine is of opinion, that the perusal of Spenser be« 
comes tedious to almost all his readers. " This effect, (sayff 
he. History of England, page 758.) of which every one is 
conscious, is usually ascribed to the change of manners ; bul 
manners have more changed since Homer's age, and yet 
that poet remains still the favourite of every reader of tastq 
and judgment. Homer copied true natural manners, which, 
however rough and uncultivated, will always form ah agree* 
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whose attitudes and tiehaviour Spenser has ftil**' 
nutely drawn with so niucli clearness and truth, ' 
that we hehold them with our eyes, as plainly as . 
we do on the clehiig of the banqueting-house. 
For, in truth, the pencil of Spenser is as powerful 
as that of Rubens, his brother allegorist ; which 
two artists resembled each other in many re- 
spects ; but Spenser had more grace, and was as 
■warm a colourist. Among a multitude of ob- 
jects delineated with the utmost force,* which 



■lile and pleasitig picture ; but the pencil of the EngUsk poet 
was employed in drawing the afTeL'talions, and caaceitu, and 
fopperies, of chivalry, which appear ridiculous as soon as they 
lose the recommendation of the mode." But they had aot" ' 



ceased to be the mode 



's uide. 



* Whence it came to pass that Speaset did not gire hi» 
poem the due simplicity, coherence, and unity, of a legiti- 
mate Epopea, the reader may find in Mr. Kurd's entertaining , 
letter to Mr. Mason, on the Marku of imitation, pag. 19, and 
in Observations on the Faery Queeiij pag. '2, S, 4. " How 
happened it (says Mr. Hurd} that Sir Philip Sydney, in hii 
Arcadia, and afterwards Spenser, in his Faery Q,ueen, observ- 
ed so unnatural a conduct in those works ; in which the story 
proceeds, as it were, by sDatchee, and with ctiatinual inter- 
ruptions i How was the good sense of those writers, so con- 
tersant besides in the beat models of Sntiiiiiity, seduced into 
this preposterous method ? The answer, no doubt, is, that 
(hey were copying the design, or disorder rather, of Ariosto, 



"» 
we; -pig^ ; €el6pt on tliis occasion, . let uft .^tQp a 
mpp^sit, i^and: take one attentive lopk at the alle- ^. 
g^lioftl %ures that ris§ to our view in the folio w** , 
inglifMer, 

fij! fhat i^ray^^ 9i<ie th^re sat iofernal Paia> 
And fast beside bim sat tumultuous Strife ; 
Tbcf diie in Band to ifon whip did strain>' 
»^T|^'i»tb«r,t)iraQ4isb^ a bloody k^ife i . ^ 
^nd bcib did.gnasb tbeir teeth, and both did threaten life.* 

22. 



».' 



.f 



But gnawing Jealoosie^ out of tbeir sight 
Sitting alone, bis bitter lips did bite ; 
5WBi |i. D Add 

tn - ■ * • 

■" "' . • 

V" 

the* fiiYOtirite poet of that time.'' We most not try the charm- 
log sallies of Ariosto by the rigid rules of Aristotle. 

There is a remarkable letter of Bernardo Tasso, the father 
fif^Torqiiatbii in which is this passage: ** Ne s6 io s'Aristo* 
tele naacesse a questa eta, et vedesse il vaghissimo poema dell* 
Anosto, conoscendo la forza de V uso, et vedendo che tanto 
ditetta^ ieome I' esperienxa ci dimonstra^ mntasse opinionei et 
. co&sentisse che si potesse far poema heroico di piu attione : 

Con la sua noiirabil dottrina, et giudicioj dandogli nora normai 

et preacriToendogli novi leggi.'^ 

^ • -^ * • . • 

Letterc di XIIL Huomini Illustri da Toqiaso Porcacchi* - 
^ . In Venetia, 1584. Libro XVII. pag. 422. 



'^' • - •' ♦ Bookll. C.7. 21. 
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And treihbliiig Feare still to and fro did ftie. 

And found no place wher^ safe be shroud bim might. 

Lamenting Sorrow did in darknesse Ife, 

And Shame his ugly faee did hide ft6tn Hvtng eye* 



To shew the richness of his fancy, he has given, 
us another picture of Jealousy, conceived Mrith 
equal strength, in a succeeding book*^ ^ 

Into that cave he creepe^^ and thenceforth there ; : - 

Resolv'd to build bis baleful mansion 
In dreary darknesse^ and continual feare 
Of that rock's fidl ; which ever and anon 
Threats with huge rain bim to fall upon. 
That be dare never sleep, but that one eyte 
Still ope he keeps for that occasion ; 
Ne ever rests he in tranquillity. 
The roaring billows beat his bowre so boisterously .f 

Here all is in life and motion ; here we behold 
the true Poet or Maker ; this is creation ; it is 
here, " might we cry out to Spenser/* it is here 
tiiat you di^lay to us, that you make us feel the 

sure 

* Lord Somers was passionately fond of the Faery Queen ; 
it was his favourite work ; in the last picture which he sat 
ibr to Sir God^y^ Koetler, he deared to be painted with a 
Spenser in his balid. 

• -f io6kiii. c. H. 
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ire effects of genuine poetry, 5t«i 
imro-iv. Longinus.* 






It has been fashionable of late to imitate Spen- 
r ; but the likeness of most of these copies 
ith consisted rather in using a. few of his an- 
Sient expressions, than in catching his real man- 
ner. Some, however, have been executed with 
bappiness, and with attention to that simplicity, 
feat tenderness of sentiment, and those little 
tenches of nature, that constitute Spenser's pha* 
hicter. I have a peculiar pleasure in mentioning 
bro of them,t The School-mistress, by Mr. 
Shenstone ; and the Education of Achilleb, 
Iby Mr. Bedingfield.J To these must be added 
teat exquisite piece of wild and romantic imagery, 
Tiiomson's Castle of Indolence ; the first canto 
of which, in particular, is marvellously pleasing, 
"' D2 ' and 



" nffii uT. Sect. IS. 
f t";pl»d»Icy's Miscellanies, Vol. 1. pag. 247, and Vol. IlL^^^ 



J And also Dr. Beattie'g charmiug Minstrel. 
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and llie stanzas liave a greater flow and freedom 
than his blank-verse. 



Pope* has imitated Waller in the third place, 
and has done it with elegance ; especially in the 
verses on a fan of his own design ; for he designed 
with dexterity and taste. The application of the 
story of Cephaius and Procris, is as iagenious as < 
M'aller's Plicebus and Daphne, Waller abouiids^ 
perhaps to excess, in alUisions to mythology, and 
the ancient classics. The French, as may be 
imagined, complain that he is too learned for the 
ladies. The following twelve lines contain three 
allusions, delicate indeed, but some may deem 
them to be too far-fetched, too much crouded, 
and not obvious to the Lady to whom tJiey were 
addressed, on her singing a song of his comgi 
ing: ; . 

.jiwiHan;....-. ■■.:> 

Chloris, yourself yoa So excell. 
When you vouchsafe to breathe my thongbt;' ■ 
That like a spirit with this apell, 
/laiJT Of myown teacliinglam taught. 

That 

^.i\.Spje?kiQg of hisiniilaiionK, Pope said to Mr. Spence, " I 
had .once a design of giving a lastc of all the Greek poets.; I 
would have translated a hymn of Homer, an ode of Piudar, 
an idyllium of Theocritus, Sac. so that I ^\'ould have exhibited 
a general Tiew of their poesie, throughout its different ages," 
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UOliThit Ragle's fate and mine are one. 
Which on the shaft that made bim die, 
Espy'd a feather of his own. 
Wherewith he wont to soar so higt, 
j9i;!(H«d Echo, with so sweet a grace, 
r." Karcissus' loud complaints return'd, 
"i*ot for rfjieuon of his face, 
oMVBatof his voice, the boy had bnro'd. 



Here* is matter enough compressed together for 
V6iture^ to have spun out into fifty Hnes. If I 
was to name my favourite among Waller's smaller 
pieces, it should be his apology for having loved 
"before. -He begins by saying, that " they who 
never had been used to the surprising juice of 
the grape, render up their reason to the first 
delicious cup:" this is sufficiently gallant ; but 
wliat he adds has much of the subltm^ and i». 
like,a thought of Milton's : 



To man that was I' th' evening made. 
Stars gave the first delight; 

Admiring, in the gloomy shade. 
Those little drops rf light. 
D S 



Spbni^ and Waller were Pope's great favourites, as he 
fold Mr. Spence, in the order they are named, in his early 
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Then at Aurora, whose feir hand 
Eemov'd them from the skies. 

He gazing tow'rds ihe East did stand. 
She enterlalo'd his eyes. 

But whea the bright sun did appear, 
f ^ All those be 'gait despise i 

His wonder was detemiia'd there. 
And could no higher rise. 



Which of the French writers has produced any 
thing at once so gallant and ao lofty ? The Eng- 
lish versification was much smoothed by Waller, 
who used to own that he derived the harmony of 

" his numbers from Fairfax's Tasao, who well- 
Towelled his lines ; though Sandys was a mdo- 

' dious versifier; and Spenser has, perhaps, more 
Tariety of music than either of them.* A poet 
who addresses his pieces to living characters, and 
confines himself to the subjects and anecdotes of 
his own times, like this courtly author, bids 

■^ i^irer to become popular, than he that is em- 

,^a^i»t Ployed 



* " Even little poems (said Pope) should be written by a 
plan. This method is evident in Tibullus, and Ovid's Elegies, 
uid almost all the pieces of the ancients. A poem on a slight 
■object requires the greater t-are, to make it considerable 
enough to be read." 
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pbyed in the liigher scenes of poetry and fiction, 
iriiich are more remote from common manners. It 
jnay be remarked, lastly, of Waller, that there is 
no passion in his love verses ; and that one elegy 
of TibuUus, so well imitated by Hammond, excels 
a volume of the most refined panegyric. 

The next imitation is of Cowlzy, in two i 
pieces, on a garden, and on weeping, in which 
Pope has properly enough, in conformity to his 
original, extorted some moral, ordartedforth some 
witticism, on every object he mentions. It is not 
enough to say that the laurels sheltered the foun- 
tain from the heat of tlie day, but this idea must 
be accompanied ^vith a conceit. 



, Daphne, now a tre 

Slili from Apollo rindic 



E her shade. 



The flowers that grow on the water-side, 'M 
not be sufficiently described without saying, 
that 



The pale Narcisius on the bank, ia vain, 
I'ransformed, gazes oa himself agaia. 



^■o-i 
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Itt thelihea on a lady weepiog, you migliteitpect h 
touching picture of beauty in distress; you will 
be disappointed. Wit, on the present occasion, is 
to be preferred to tenderness ; the babe ifa her 
eye is said to resemble Phaeton so much, 



That heaven, t!ie tbreat'ned world to spare. 
Thought fit to drown him in her learn : ■ 
Else might th' ambitious nymph aspire 
To set, like him, die vrotld on flrfl," 



Let not tWsstfained aflfectatkm of striving to be 
witty upon all occasions, be thought exaggerated, 
or a caricatura of Cowley. It is painful to ceb- 
sure a writer of so amiable a mind, such integrity 
of manners, and such a sweetness of tentper. 
His fancy was brilliant, strong, and sprightly; 
but his taste false and unclassical, even though 
he had much learning. In his Latin compo- 
sitions, his six books on plants, where the sub- 
ject niight have led him to a contrary practice, 
he imitates Martial rather than Virgil, and has 
giv-en us more Epigrams than Descriptions. I do 
not remember to have seen it enough observed, 
;-^iat Cowley had a most happy talent of imitating 
*"tlie easy manner of Horace's epistolaiy writings ; 



.^nH UlA 10 M»ljIW »s>U^ U»\l gr 
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I must therefore insert a 3pecifl^a,,Q^..|l^^fiyf' | 
excellence: , . , . ,;,< ,,,, ,' , 

inH ifiW^iF™* KCTO" ? -^S** r; Vwo;'- qoi") ergo I 

Morbum ejarasti totiei>, tibl qai insidet alti.s, J 
Ntin ereHbndoa, Vi Vel ntiicine, meduHis ? " *•• W^"™ 

Nuinne poetanim (merilo dices) ut amantum • H 

Derisum ridere deum perjuria censes? 1 

Parcius hteCj sodes, neve iuclemeptibus urge 1 

Iiifelicem homiiieQi dic-tis; aam fata trahunt tnc I 

Magna reluctantem, et nei^uicquam in viocla minaceui. I 
Helleborum sumpsi, fateor, pulchreque videbar 

Purgatus inorbi ; sed Luna potenliot lierbis I 

' r:Ji|ssnireiteruiniubet, etsibi veodicat fegium. ..■. i,] 1 

.^•ur-V. -: . (»!■«' 1 

There is another epistle also, well worthy pemsal^ 
to his friend Mat, Clifford,* at the end of the 

..^^iVQlMitte^,fJ^gFE,t(Jn one of his imitatifli^ 

liSfiorit 'Ji '■■ !. ■■■ -' — ■■ '■ •:■-' I 

,* ^ttle. vnu assisted in writing the Anti-Achitopliel by 
Qifibrd, and others, the beat nits of that time, who combined 

"■^iBMil>fJrdeu. 

.lii-fi Asot)if!T Iin6 likewise of Pope exactly characterise^ hifii: 

°^ ' -Yhi'^tc Cowley's mora/ layiiiUb?bfe'V»>^'9ft'S 

HiB general preface ; his discourse concerning Cromwell ; his 
essays'on liberty; on obscurity; on agriculture; on greatness; 
aad on himself; are full of pleasing and virtuous sentinjents, 
expressed without any afiectatian; so that he appears to be 
(iiie'of the best prose writers of his tinte. 
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of Horace, has exhibited the real character of 
Cowley, with delicacy and candour : 

Who DOW reads Co^Hq^- ? If he pleases yet. 
His moral pleases, not his pointed wit ; 
Forgot his epic>jDay« Piadafic lur^ 
Bot still I love the language of hi^ hearty 



His prose works give us fhe most amiable idea 
both of his 9l>iUties and his heait* His Pindaric 
odes cannot be perused with common patience by 
^a lover of antiquity. He that would see Pindar's 
manner truly imitated, may read Masters's noble 
91^ pathetic ode on the Crucifixion ; and he that 
yants to. be coQvinj^ th^t the^e reflectiopf on 
Cowley are not too severe^ may rend also hb 
epigrammatic version of it : 




Dost dion not see thy prince in pnrple dad all oVr, 
Vot purple bronghl feooi the SidonisB shoie ? 
Viit mde at home with richer gore. 



« 



Hiuk 
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OpeDi oh ! open wide the fountains of thin 

And let Aetn call 
Their Hock of moisture fortti where e'er it 

ForthiawiUaskitali. 
Twould all, alas! too little be. 
Though iby salt tears came from a sea. 



Cowjtfir I 



* CotopareCowley'sodeon presentinghis book to the fiod> ' 
leian Library, with one of Milton on the same subject. Ad 
Johannem Rouseinm, 1646, written in the true spirit of tfa« 
ancient Lyrics^ and an excellent imitation of Piodaf. One 
aUasion to Euripides, of whom Milton is known to have beej) , 
(o fond, 1 cannot omit : 



rum custos (idelis, 
Qaestorque gaste nobiliorts, 
QaUA cui prsfuit Ion, 
ClaroB Erechtheides, 
Opuienta dei per templa parentis, 
Fulvosque tripodas, donaque Delphica, 
Ion Ac tea genitus Creusa. 

Nothing can more strougly cbaractetize the difierent nian^ 
»er Bud turn of these two writers, than the pieces in questio 
It is remarkable, that Milton ends his ode with a kind of 
prophecy, importing that, however he may be at present tra- 
duced, yet posterity will applaud his work. 
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ni'LET being early disgusted with tbe pet* 
plexities and vanities of a court life, had a strong 
desire to enjoy the milder pleasures of solitude 
and retirement ; he therefore escaped from the 
tumults of London, to a little house at Wands- 
worth ; hut, finding that place too near the metro- 
polis, he left it for Richmond, and at last settled 
at Chertsey. He seems to have thought that the 
swains of Surrey had the innocence of those of 
Sydney's Arcadia ; but the perverseness and de- 
bauchery of his own workmen soon undeceived 
him; with whom, it is said, he was sometimes so 
far provoked, as even to be betrayed into an 
oath. His. income was about three hundred 
pbunds a year. Towards the latter part of his 
life, he shewed an aversion to the company,, q£ 
•women, and would often leave the room if ariy 
happened to enter it whilst he was present ; but 
stiii "be retained a sincere affection for Leonora. 

:dgooiil 1 . ■ ■■■■'">■» 

At uLTiMi Nepotes. no.'jiS.n-i.n i. ao 

I niioil bait uJ 
vlitctalHiniial Gt 



Serique posteri, 

^31tdicia rebus xquiora Torsit^n 
&t{hitieb\int intecko slnu, 
^ '~tiim, livore sepulto. 
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-■Hw^teath was occasioned by a singular accident ;* 
lie paid a visit on foot, with his friend Sprat, to* 
gentleman in the neighbourhood of Chertsey, 
which tjiey prolonged and feasted too much, till 
midnight. On their return home, they mistook 
their way, and were obliged to pass the whole 
iiight exposed under a hedge, wIk-pc Cowley 
caught a severe cold, attended with a fever, that 
teiminaled in his deatli. ' , i . i, ■. -- 

* There is something remarkable in the ctTCHmstkftceH ^in 
occasiQu^i] tlie deaths of tliree othera of our poets.' ■ !0l'\ ii^ 

' OtwASt had an intimate friend who wij-t murdered Itfthe' 
atreet. One may guess at h'm eorcow, who bes w {t^^gLy, 
described true alFection in his Venice Preserved. Re pur- 
sued the mordeter on foot, who fled to France, as Far as Dover, 
ulcere . he< was seiud mth a fever, occasioaed by ilie fatigue^ 

Thicfa afterwards carried him to his crave in Locdon. .- , ,^r( i 
UO , ^'■ T >i . " I. . - .'il'Itll 

^^rtnloait SuoKLiKo w^ robbed by iis Ydet^e-ChSmttiai 
the moment he discovered it, he dapped on his boots in a 
paiaionate hurry, and perceived not a large rusty nail that was 
concealed at the bottom, which pierced his heel, and brought 
on a mortification, 'r, ,i'::,''iA 

Leb had been some time confined fqr lunacy, ^to. a.v^ry low 
diet ; but one night he escaped from his, physician, and drank 
10 immoderately, that he fell down in the, Strand, was run 
over by a hackney-coach, and killed on the spot. Thtae three 
facta are from Mr. Spence, though Otwav's death has been 
differently related. 



Ab 
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) characi 



Artesmisi 

in the manner of the Earl of Dorset, an elegant 
writer, and amiable man ; equally noted for tbe 
Kverity of his satire, and the sweetness of his 
manners, and who gave the fairest proof that 
these two qualities are by no means incompatible. 
*' The greatest wits (says Addison) I have ever 
conversed with, were persons of the best tem- 
pers." Dorset possessed the rare secret of unit- 
ing energy with case in liis striking compositions. 
His verses to Mr. Edward Howard, to Sir Tliomas 
St Serfe, his epilogue to the Tartuffe, his song 
written at sea in the 6rst Dutcli war, his ballad 
on knotting, and on Lewis XIV. may be named 
as examples of this happy talent, and as confu- 
tations of a sentiment of the judicious M. de 
Montesquieu, who, in his noble chapter on the 
English Constitution, Hook 19, speaks thus of 
our writers: " As society, and the mixing in 
company, gives to men a quicker sense of ridi- 
cule, 



ministers attendtid wllhout. " Tell them (says Cromwell, 
vith a countenance instantly composed) that I am retired, tliat 
I cannot be disturbed, for I ^m necking ihe Lord ;" and tnrri' 
ing afterwards to his companions, he added, " These scoun- 
drels think we are kcIcw^ the Lord, and we are only locking 
far our boUle-icrevi." 



i^^ "*^tf*trfiIV, -Mtliout' *sc(^r%- oAV'HoV- 

-•aidui.;p)<>.;:it ,;nj,.(iii vi>:.' '<\ ..■;£> f-siJiii.!»i.i i'i//i .i'.:»il) 

m^%^Mn^^m^\:i6ii''6f'm\9t*''^A is nan 

Dr^ John Hqadly^ six later English poets with success, viz. 

€m:^iM, ^h6ins6ii/H^ouiii,tWiiirSp^; Crt>bef!''i'^^fW «f* 

tbite vi^tersLthLUkto^ themselttes t»ariBsqiiQ(}« are i^d^^j^^^l^ 

been mortified. But Pope observed on the occasion, " Browna 
.*)a?»-i^> .. .ret.; ,: . .: ^' ,:/^j.:,v-4in,>T/[ 

IS an excellent copyist; and those who take nis imitations 
attiissir^Fe md<4i ^in 'tlie iff Wng ;? they are - i veiy %tfhUf^^ 
if^K^^^^^^yViVL^ jfew,..gerli^s^,^could^ write so veil. if thp^ 

Were not so." In Pope^s imitation of the sixth epistle of 

Htriice, ffiei-e W^r6 two fehiarkable lines, the' Second 6f '^^ItV 
W2^th<iught to contain a heavy anticlimax : 

GracM, as thou art, with all the power of words, 
^' ' i^im'ii tor^e€ourts>:the Comrtions^ and the-Lard«^.Tffi'itt 

Tfee^,u|^^^ec1|^ ^^^laea? oyjd iamiiijirity o£ the l^st, ^inei. >y^sj 
tb^ riiliailei^ by Mr. JProwne^ with 0juch.jiunaov|r : . , ^, . 

Persuasion tips his tongue whene'er he talks. 

And— -^ has chambers in the A'«wgVBcncIi*xbatlcs» '' * ** 
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in describing the objects as they really exist in 
life, like Hogarth's paintings, without heighten* 
ing or enlarging them, and without adding any 
imaginary circumstances. In this way of writ- 
ing, Swift excelled ; witness his description of a 
morning in the city, of a city shower, of the 
house of Baucis and Philemon, and the verses oii 
his own death. These are of the same species 
with the piece before us. In this also consists 
the chief beauty of Gay's Trivia, a subject Swift 
desired him to write upon, and for which he fiir- 
nished him with many hints. The character of 
Swift has been scrutinized in so many late writ- 
ings, that it is supierfluous to enter upon it, espe- 
cially as from many materials judiciously melted 
down and blended together, Dr. Hawkesworth 
has set before the public so complete a figure of 
him. I cannot, however, forbear to mention a 
remark of Voltaire, who affims, " that the fa- 
mous Tale of a Tub is an imitation of the old 
story of the three invisible rings, which a father 
bequeathed to his three children. These three 
rings were the Jewish, Christian, and Mahome- 
tan religions. It is, moreover, an imitation of 
the history of Mcro and Enegu, by Fonte- 

nelle. 
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6elle.* Mero was the anagram of Rome^ and 
Enegu of Geneva. These two sisters claimed 
the succession to the throne of their fathers. 
Merd reigned first ; Fontenelle represents her as 
a sorceress, or juggler, who could convey away 
bread, and perform acts of conjuration with dead 
bodies : This is precisely the Lord Peter of Swift, 
who presents a piece of bread to his two brothers, 
^nd says to them, * This, my good friends, ii 
excellent Burgundy; these partridges have an 
admirable flavour.* The same Lord Peter in 
Swift, performs throughout the very part that 
Mero plays in Fonteneille. Thus all is imitation. 
The idea of the Persian Letters is taken from the 
Turkish Spy. Boiardo has imitated Pulci, 
Ariosto has imitated Boiardo. Tlie geniuses, ap* 
parently most original, borrow from each other, "f 

i shall conclude this section with a story, 
vhich Pope himself related, because it is cha- 

£ 2 racteristical 

* It was inserted by Bayle, in his NouveUes, &c. vol. ▼. p. 
88^ as a serious narration ; so happily was the allegory dis«> 
guised. 

« 
f Oeuvres de Voltaire a Geneve. Toii^. 4, pag. ^24, Vl^^. 
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SECTION IX- 



OF THE £8SAlr ON MAX* 



j[F it be a true observation, that for a poet to 
write happily and well) he must have seen and 
felt what he describes, and must draw from living 
models alone ; and if modern times, from thdr 
luxury and refinement, afford not manners that will 
bear to be described ; it will then follow, that those 
species of poetry bid fairest to succeed at present, 
which treat of things, not men ; which deliver 
doctrines, not display events. Of this sort is 
didactic and descriptive poetry^ Accordingly 
the moderns have produced many excellent pieces 
of this kind* Wp may mention the Syphilis of 
Fracastorius, the Silk-worms and Chess of Vida, 
the Ambra of Politian, the Agriculture of Ala- 
manni, the Art of Poetry of Boileau, the Gar- 
dens of Rapin, the Cyder of Phillips, the Chase 

of 



AND WRITINGS OF PQP£. 55 

of Sotnerville, the Pleasures of Imagination, the 
Art of preserving Health, the Fleece, the Reli- 
gion of Racine the younger, the elegant Latin 
poem of Browne on the Immortality of the Soul, 
the Latin poems of Stat and Boscovick, and 
the philosophical poem before us ; to which, if 
we may judge from some beautiful fragments, 
we might have added Gray'is didactic poem on 
Education and Government, had he lived to 
finish it And the English Garden of Mr. Ma- 
son must not be omitted. 

The Essay on Man is as close a piece of ar- 
gument, admitting its principles, as, perhaps, can 
be found in verse. Pope informs us, in his first 
preface, " that he chose this epistolary way of 
writing, notwithstanding his subject was high, 
and of dignity, because of its being mixed with 

argument which of its nature approacheth to 

» 

prose/' He has not wandered into any useless 
digressions, has employed no fictions, no tale or 
story ; and has relied chiefly on the poetry of his 
style for the purpose of interesting his readers. 
His style is concise and figurative, forcible and 
elegant He has many metaphors and images, 

E4 avtMVj 
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artfully interspersed in the driest passages, which 
stood most in need of such ornaments. Neveiv. 
thelesSy there are too many lines, in this perform- 
ance^ plain and prosaic. The meaner the sub- 
ject is of a preceptive poem, the more striking 
appears the art of the poet : It is even of us^ 
perhaps, to chuse a low subject. In this respect 
Virgil had the advantage over Lucretius: the 
latter, with ^11 his vigour and sublimity of genius, 
could hardly satisfy and come up to the grandeur 
of his theme. Pope labours under the same dif? 
ficuity. If any beauty in this Essay be uncom- 
monly transcendent and peculiar, it is, brevity 
OF piCTiON ; which, in a few instances, an4 
those pardonable, has occasioned obscurity. It 
is hardly to be imagined, how much sense, 
how much thinking, how much observation 
on human life, is condensed together in a small 
compass. He was so accustomed to confine his 
thoughts in rhyme, that he tells us, he could 
express them more shortly this way, than in prose 
itself. On its first publication. Pope did not 
own it ; and it was given, by the public, to Lord 
Paget, Dr. Young, Dr. Desaguliers, and others, 
^ven Swift seems to have been deceived : There 
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\i a Fcmakable passage in one of his letters : "I 
confess, I did never imagine you were so deep in 
morals ; or that so many new and excellent rules 
could be produced so advantageously and agree- 
uh\y in that science, from any one head, I con- 
fess in some places I was forced to read twice ; 
I believe I told you before what the Duke of 
P ■ said to me on that occasion ; how a 

jjidge here, who knows you, told him, that, on 
the first reading those essays, he was much 
pleased, but found some lines a little dark : On 
the second, most of them cleared up, and his 
pleasure increased : On the third, he had no 
doubt remaning, and then he admired the 
whole."* 

The subject of this Essay is a vindication of 
Providence ; in which the poet proposes to prove, 
that of all possible systems, infinite wisdom has 
forined the best : Th^t in such a system, cohe- 
rence, union, subordination, are necessary; and 
if so, that appearances of evil, both moral and 
natural, are also necessary and unavoidable ^ that 
the seeming defects and blemishes in the unir 

versie^ 

^ JiCtters, yol. IX. pag.HO. 
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verse, conspire to its general beauty : that as all 
parts in an animal are not eyes ; and as in a city, 
comedy, or picture, all ranks, characters, and 
colours, are not equal or alike ; even so, excesses 
and contrary qualities, contribute to the propor- 
tion and harmony of the universal system : that 
it is not strange, that we should not be able to 
discover perfection and order in every instance ; 
because, in an infinity of things mutually rela- 
tive, a mind which sees not infinitely, can see 
nothing fully. This doctrine was inculcated by 
Plato and the Stoics, but more amply and par* 
ticularly by the later Platonists, and by Antoni- 
nus and Simplicius. In illustrating his subjec^ 
Pope has been much more deeply indebted to 
the Theodice6 of Leibnitz, to Archbishop King's 
Origin of Evil, and to the Moralists of Lord 
Shaftesbury, than to the philosophers above-men- 
tioned. The late Lord Bathurst repeatedly as- 
sured me, that he had read the whole scheme of 
the Essay on Man, in the hand-writing of Boling- 
broke, and drawn up in a series of propositions, 
which Pope was to versify and illustrate: in 
doing which, our poet, it must be confessed, 
left $everal passages so expressed, as to be fa-' 

vourable 
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Tourable to fatalism and necessity, notwithstand- 
ing all the pains that can be taken, and the turns 
that can be given to those passages, to place them 
on the side of religion, and make them coincide 
with the fundamental doctrines of revelation. 



]• Awake,* my St. John ! leave all meaner things 
To low ambition, and the pride of kings ; 
Let us (since life can little more supply 
Than just to look about us, and to die) 
Expatiate free o'er all this scene of man ; 
A mighty maze ! but not without a plan. 

Epist. I. V. I. 



This opening is awful, and commands the at- 
tention of the reader; The word awake has pe- 
culiar force, and obliquely alludes to his noble 
friend's leaving his political for philosophical pur- 
suits. May I venture to observe, that the me- 
taphors in the succeeding lines, drawn from the 
field sports of setting and shooting, seem below 
the dignity of the subject ; especially, 



/ 



Eye nature's walks, shoot folly as it flies. 
And CATCR/the manners living as they rise« 



2. But 



* Ben Jonson begins a poem thus : 

Wake! hiend, from forth thy letha.TgY« 
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4 
/ 

2. But yindicate the ways of God to man. 

» - 

This line is taken from Milton : 

^ And justify the ways of God to man.* 

Pope seems to have hinted, by this allusion to 
the Paradise Lost, that he intended his poem for 
a defence of Providence, as well as Milton : but 
he took a very different method in pursuing that 
end ; and imagined, that the goodness and jus- 
tice of the Deity might be defended, without 
having recourse to the doctrine of a future state, 
and of the depraved state of man. 

3. But of this frame, the bearings, and the ties,f 
The strong connections, nice dependencies. 
Gradations just, has thy pervading soul 
liOokM thro' ? Or can a part contain the whole ? 

" Imagine only some person entirely a stranger 
to navigation, and ignorant of the nature of the 

sea, 

* Paradise Lost, b. i. ver. 2(J* 

f T« (JLgfn vfos avlo ro oXoy in ffxfiTfitf, a €VfAfvm K»i 'offAo^roybi 
tKttw, Plotinus. 
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^ea, or waters, how great his astonishment would 
be, when finding himself on board some vessel 
anchoring at sea, remote from all land prospect, 
whilst it was yet a calm, he viewed the ponder- 
ous machine firm and motionless in the midst of 
the smooth ocean, and considered its foundations 
beneath, together with its cordage, masts, and 
sails above. How easily would he see the Whole 
one regular structure, all things depending on 
one another ; the uses of the rooms below, the 
lodgements, and the conveniences of men and 
stores ! But being ignorant of the intent or de- 
sign of all above, would he pronounce the masts 
and cordage to be useless and cumbersome, and 
for this reason condemn the frame, and despise 
the arc}iitect ? O, my friend ! let us not thus be- 
tray our ignorance ; but consider where we are, 
and in what an universe. Think of the many 
parts of the vast machine, in which we have so 
little insight, and of which it is impossible we 
should know the ends and uses: when, instead of 
seeing to the highest pendants^ Ave see only some 
lower deck, and are in this dark case of flesh, 
confined even to tbe hold and meanest station of 

. the 
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the vessel."* I have inserted this passage at 
lengthy because it is a noble and poetical iliustra« 
tion of the foregoing lines, as w6\l as of many 
other passages in this Essay. 

• 

4. Presumptuous man ! the reason would'st thou find. 
Why form'd so weak, so little, and so blind ? 
First, if thou can'st, the harder reason guess. 
Why form'd no weaker, blinder, and no le8s.f 

VOLTAIRI:^ 



* Characteristics, vol. ii.p^g. 188. edit. I2mo. — There is a 
close resemblance in the following lines with another passage 
of Shaftesbury's Moralists : 

What would this man ? Now upward will he soar. 
And little less than angel, would be more; 
Now looking downwards, just as grieved appears, . 
To want the strength of bulls, the fur of bears, 

'' Ask not merely, why man is naked, why unhoofed, why 
slower footed than the beasts : Ask, why he has not wings also 
for the air, fins for the water, and so on : that he might take 
possession of each element, and reign in all. Not so, said J^- 
neither; this would be to rate him high indeed! As if he were 
by nature, lord of all, which is more than I could willingly 
allow. 'Tis enough, replied he, that this is yielded. For if 
we allow once, a subordination in his case; if Nature herself 
be not for man, but man for Nature ; then must man, by his 
good leave, submit to the elements of Nature, and not the ele- 
9ievts to him/' Vol. ii. pag. 196, ut supra. 

t Ver. 35. 
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Voltaire, in the late additions to his works, 
has the following remarkable words : " I own it 
flatters me to see that Pope has fallen upon the 
very same sentiment which I had entertained 
many years ago." " Vous vous 6tonnez que 
Dieu ait fait Thomme si born6, si ignorant, si peu 
heureux. Que ne vous ^tonnez-vous, qu il ne 
Tait pas fait plus born6, plus ignorant, & plus 
malheureux ? Quand un Fran^ais & un Anglais 
pensent de meme, il faut bien qu'ils ayent rai- 



son.^* 



5; The lamb thy riot dooms to bleed to-day. 
Had he thy reason, would he skip and play ? 
Pleas'd to the last, he crops the flowery food. 
And licks the hand just raised to shed his blood. f 

The tenderness of this striking image, and parti- 
cularly the circumstance in the, last line, hais an 
artful effect in alleviating the dryness in the ar- 
gumentative parts of the Essay, and interesting 
the reader. 

6. Thfe 

* Oeuyres de Voltaire. Tom. iv. pag. 227. 

t Ver* 81. 
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6. The soal uneasy, and con6n'd from home. 
Bests and expatiates in a life to come.* 

In former editions it used to be printed ai 
home ; but this expression seeming to exclude i 
future existence, (as, to speak the plain truth; 
it was intended to do,) it was altered to ^^wir 
home ; not only with great injury to the harmony 
of the line, but also, to the reasoning of the 
context. 

7. Lo the poor Indian ! whose untutor'd mind 
Sees God in clonds, or hears him in the wind i 
His soul proud science ne?er taught to stray. 
Far as the sohir wa]k» or milky way ; 
Yet simple nature to his hope has giv'n. 
Behind the cloud -topp'd hill^ an humbler hea?*n ; 
Some safer world in depth of woods embraced. 
Some happier island in the watery waste. 
Where slaves once more their native land behold ; 
No fiends torment, no Christians thirst for gold. 
To BE content's his natnral desire ; 
He asks no angel's wing, no seraph's fire ; 
But thinks, admitted to that equal sky. 
His faithful dog shall bear him company .f 

Pope has indulged hhnself in but few digres- 
sions in this piece ; this is one of the most poeti- 

cal. 

•Ver. 97. t Ver >9. 
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CaL Representations of undisguised nature, and 
artless innocence, always amuse and delight* 
The simple notions which uncivilized nations en- 
tertain of a future state, are many of them beau- 
tifully romantic, and some of the best subjects 
for poetry. It has been questioned whether the 
circumstance of the dog, although striking at 
the first view, is introduced with propriety, as it 
is known that this animal is not a native of Ame- 
rica. The notion of seeing God in clouds, and 
hearing him in the wind, cannot be enough ap- 
plauded. 



I . « 



8. From burnidg sun3 when livid deaths descend. 
When earthquakes swallow, or when tempests sweep 
Towns to one grave, whole nations to the deep.* 

I quote these lines as an example of energy of 
style, and of Pope's manner of compressing to- 
gether many images, without confusion, and 
without superfluous epithets. Substantives and 
verbs are the sinews of language. 

9. If plagues or earthquakes break not heavVs/ design. 
Why then a Borgia or a Catiline ?f 

VOL. II. F " All 

* Yen l*2. Ver.155* 
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'^ All ilb arise from the order of the universe^ 
which is absolutely perfect. Would you wish to 
disturb so divine an order, for the sake of your own 
particular interest ? What if the ills I suffer arise 
from malice or oppression? But the vices and 
imperfections of men are also comprehended in 
the order of the universe* 

If plagues, ie. 

Let this be allowed, and my own vices will be 

also a part of the same order.'' Such is the 

commentary of the academist on these famous 
lines.* 

10. The general order, since the wkoU hegwn. 
Is kept io natore, and is kept in man.f 

How this opinion is any way reconcileable with 
the orthodox doctrine of the lapsed condition of 
man, the chief foundation of the Christian revc* 
lation, it is difficult to say. 



1 1. Why has not man a microscopic eye } 
For this piain reason, man is not a fly. 

* Hume's Essays, quarto, pag. lOd* 

t Ver. 171. 



Sayr 
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Say, what the use« were finer optics giv'n, 
T' inspect a mite^ not comprehend the heav'a ? 
Or toucl), if tremblingly alive all o'er. 
To smart and agonizeat every pore ?* 



^^ If, by the help of such microscopical eyes, if 
I may so pall them, a man could penetrate far- 
ther than ordinary into the secret composition 
and radical texture of bodies, he would not make 
any great advantage by the change ; if such an 
acute sight would not serve to conduct him to 
the market and exchange, if he could not see 
things he was to avoid at a convenient distance, 
nor distinguish things he had to do with by those 
sensible qualities others do, "f 

12. If nature thundered in his opening ears^ 

And stunnM him vrith the music of the spheres. 
How would he wish that heav'n had left him still 
The whispering zephyr, and the purling rilHJ 

It is justly objectcid, that the argument re- 
quired an instance drawn from real sound, and 

F 2 not 



* Ver. 193. 
t Locke's Essay on Haman Uudersts^nding, vol I. pag. 256. 

} Ver..201» 
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not from the imaginary music of the spheres. 
Lock's illustration of this doctrine, is not only 
proper, but poetical.* " If our sense of hear* 
ing we/e but one thousand times quicker than it 
isy how would a perpetual noise distract us ; and 
we should, in the quietest retirement, be less able 
to sleep or meditate, than in the middle of a 
sea-fight*' 

13. From the green myriads iu the peopled grass^^ 
The mole's dim curtain^ and the lynx's beam ; 
Of smell the headlong lioness between. 
And honnd sagacious on the tainted green : ' 

The spider's touch how exquisitely fine. 
Feels at each thread, and lives along the line.f 

These lines are selected as admirable patterns 
of forcible diction. The peculiar and discrimi- 
nating expressiveness of the epithets distinguish- 
ed above by italics, will be particularly regarded. 
Perhaps we have no image in the language, moriB^ 
lively than that of the last verse. " To live' 
along the line" is equally bold and beautiful. In* 
this part of this Epistle the poet seems to have 

remarkably 

* Essay on Human Understanding, toL I. pag. 255. 

f Ver..210. 
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TemBxk&hly laboured his style, which abounds in 
various figures, and is much elevated. Pope 
has practised the great secret of Virgil's art, 
which was to discover the very single epithet that 
precisely suited each occasion. 

14. Without this just gradation, could they h% 
Subjected^ these to those, or all to thee ? 
The pow'rs of all subdu'd by thee alone. 
Is not thy reason all these poVrs in one }^ 

^* Such, then, is the admirable distribution of 
Nature; her adapting and adjusting not only 
the stuff or matter to the shape and form, 
and even the shape itself, and form, to the 
circumstance, place, element, or region ; but 
also the affections, appetites, sensations, mu-. 
tually to each other, a3 well as the matter, form, 
action, and all besides; all managed for the 
best, with perfect frugality, and just reserve: 
profuse to pone, but bountiful to all : never em-. 

« 

ploying in one thing more than enough ; but 
with exact gpconqmy, retrenching the superfluous,, 
and adding force to what is principal in every 
thing. And is not thought and reason principal 

F3 in. 

*Ver.2«>v 
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in man? Would we have no reserve for tbete ? 
No saving for this part of his engine ?"* 

15. Above, how high progressive life may go ! 
Around, how wide 1 how deep extend below ! 
Vast chain of being ! which from God began^ 
Nature's aethereal, human angel, man ; 
Beast, birdji fish, insect, what no eye can see^ 
Ko glass can reach ; front infinite to thee, 
' From thee to nothing.f 

" That there should be more species of intel- 
ligent creatures above us, than there are of sen- 
sible and material below us, is probable to mp 
from hence ; that in all the visible corporeal 
world, we see no chasms, or gaps. All quite 
down from us, the descent is by easy steps, and 
a continued series of things, that in each remove 
differ very little from one another. And when 
we consider the infinite power and wisdom of the 
Maker, we have reason to think, that it is suit* 
able to the magnificent harmony of the universe, 
and the great design and infinite goodness pf the 
architect, that the species of creatures should 

als^ 

* The Moralists, voL ii. pag, 199. 
t Ver. 2S5. 
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al$0| by gentle degrees, descend to us down- 
wards ; which, if it be probable, we have reason 
then to be persuaded, that there are far more 
species of creatures above us, than there are be- 
neath ; we being in degrees of perfection, much 
more remote from the in6nite being of God, 
than we are from the lowest state of being, and 
tiiat which approaches nearest to nothing. "* 

l6* From Nature's chain ivhatever link yon strike. 
Tenth, or ten thousandth, breaks the chain alike.f 

This doctrine is precisely the same with that of 
the philosophical emperor. :|; 

17. Just as absurd to mourn the tasks or pains. 
The great directing mind of all ordains. § 

F 4 Here, 

* Locke's Essay on Human Understanding, toK ii. pag. 49. 

t Ver. 345. 

I Unfurai yetp to oXoxXn^v, tetv xat on tn }/auco>piif ms stnatfttag 
Mu owf vfi«^, otavif rtjv (MfttJVi eru ^t xai run atrttn * iiaxoirrtts ^s 
*9ey 9m aot orav ^vaaftfnh ««' r^ovoy r/y« mtcnfns» M. Auto* 
lunus. Lib. y. S. 8. 

§ Ver. 265. 
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Here, again, we must insert another noble seiv- 
timent of t\ic s^me lofty writer: 

As when it is said, that ^sculapius hath pre* 
scribed to one a course of riding, or the cold 
bath, or walking bare-footed ; so it may be said, 
that the nature presiding in the whole, hath pre- 
scribed to one a disease, a maim, a loss of a 
child, or such like. The word prescribed^ in the 
former case, imports, that he enjoined it as con- 
ducing to health ; and in the latter, too, what- 
ever befals any one, is appointed as conducive to 
the purposes of Fate or Providence Now there 
is one grand harmonious composition of all thingait 
M, Antopinus, B. 5^ 



, 18. All are but parts of one stupendous whole. 
Whose body nature is, and God the soul ; 
That chang'd thro' all, and yet in all the same $ 
Great in the earth, as in th' aethereal frames 
Warms in the sun, refreshes in the breeze. 
Glows in the stars, and blossoms in the trees ; 
Lives thro' all life, e^ten^ds thro^ all extent. 
Spreads undivided, operates unspent;. 
Breathes in our soul, informs our mortal part. 
As full, as perfect, in a hair as heart ; 
As full, as perfect, in vile man, that mournsj^ 
As the rapt seraph, that adores and burns 3 
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To Him no highi no low^ no great, no small; 
He fills, he bounds, connects, and equals all.* 



Whilst I am transcribing this exalted descrip* 
tion of the omnipresence of the Deity, I feel 
myself almost tempted to retract an assertion in 
the beginning of this work, that there is nothing 
transcendently sublime in Pope. These lines 
have all the energy and harmony that can be 
given to rhyme. Tliey bear so marvellous a si- 
militude to the old Orphic verses quoted in the 
valuable treatise Ilfft Ko<rjLt«, that I cannot forbear 
introducing them, as they are curious and sublime: 

■ 

Xws t9fwios yiinrOf Ttvs iMlof af^txtfotwot * 

Ztvs Ki^aXrif Zst/f fjaaarat * Atos ^ fx watrrot rSuximim 

Ztvs w^/xnv yaitris n xai a^xva otaitpoims* 

Ztvs aqtrn* ytvilo, Ztvs acfJofolos tirXtlo vvfAffi% 

Zivs ntwm v^vlan, Ztvs axx^Miiti mpos ofywn* 

Ztvs voy)tf p<^<3(9 Ztvs iXioSyyit at\nim 

Ztvs pao'iXtvSy Ztvs oLpyps Aisavlwf afytKtfavtoSm 

n»v\as yap upv^/ais aviis (potos ts voXvyiwes 

Ei^ ttpvis Kpot^ms anvtyxalo (Atpfjutpa pi^wv,* 

Nor have we a less example of sublimity in 
the three preceding lines, which describe the 

universal 

* Ver. 267. 
^ Apts^ortXvs Utpt Ko^iAHf pgg. 37 8, edit. Lugdwm. io\. \5^C^ 
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universal confusion that must ensue, upon any 
alteration made in the entire and coherent plan of 
the creation : 



Let earth tinbalanc'd from her orbit fly^ 
Planets and suns rush lawless thro' the sky ; 
Let ruling angels from their spheres be hurl'd^ 
Being on Being wrecked, and world on world ; 
Heav'ii's whole foundations to their centre Qod» 
And nature tremble to the throne of God.'*^ 



It is very observable that these noble lines 
were added after the first edition. It is a pleas* 
ing amusement to trace out the alterations that a 
great writer gradually makes in his works. Many 
other parts of this epistle have been judiciously 
amended and improved. At first it ran^ 

How instinct varies ! what a hog may want 
Compared with thine, half -reasoning elephant 

And again ; 



What the advantage, if his finer eyes 
Study a mite, not comprehend the skies ! 



Which lines at present stand thus ; 



How 



♦ Ver. 351. 
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How instinct varies in the grov'ling swine. 
Compared, half-reasoning elephant, with thine! 
Say, what the use, were finer optics giv'n, 
T' inspect a mite, not comprehend the he^v'o ? 

Formerly it stood, 

No self-confounding faculties to share ; 
Ko senses stronger than his brain can bear. 

At present. 

No pow'rs of body or of soul to share. 
But what his nature and his state can bear. 

It appeared at first, 

Expatiate free o'er all this scene of man, 
A mighty maze ! of walks without a plan* 

We read at present, 

A mighty maze ! but not without a plan. 



•19. Submit. In this, or any other sphere. 
Secure to be as blest as thou canst bear : 
Safe in the hand of one disposing pow'r. 
Or in the natal, or the mortal hour.''^ 

I cannot 

* Ver. 285. 
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I cannot resist the pleasure of illustrating this 
sentiment in the words of a writer, whose friend- 
ship I esteem to be no small happiness and ho* 
nour. *' Teach us each to regard himself, but 
as a part of this great whole ; a part which, for 
its welfare, we are as patiently to resign, as we 
resign a single limb for the welfare of our whole 
body. Let our life be a continued scene of ac- 
quiescence and of gratitude ; of gratitude, for 
what we enjoy ; of acquiescence, in what we 
suffer ; as both can only be referable to that con- 
catenated order of events, which cannot but be 
best, as being by thee approved and chosen/'* 

20. All nature is but art, unknown to thee ; 

All chance, direction which thou canst not see; 
All discord, harmony not understood ; 
All partial evil, universal good.f 

This is the doctrine that reigns throughout the 
lofty hymn of Cleanthes the Stoic, particularly 
in these beautiful and masculine verses : 



Ovti 



* Three Treatises by James Harrii^ Esq. pag. 231. 



t Ver. 990. 



aud writings of ^ofe. iJ 

Ov^i xar* «i^f^ioy dt loy voXoy, vr* tin v^vlu, 
nXnv o^O0'« ft^aci xetKOt a^tffiai9 avotaus^ 
AAA« «v Km ret wtfica-a tWiAtvat afitat Bttvai, 
Kbu KoafAatv ra OMO'fMt * xat 8 <pt\a a^t ftXec taliu 
A ^f y»f us ff avetila avmffMxas t^^Xat KanotatVf 



Thus translated by Mr. West : 

For nor in earth, nor earth*eucircling floods^ 
Nor yon aethereal pole, the seat of gods. 
Is aught performM without thy aid divine ; 
Strength, wisdom, rirtue, mighty Joye, are thine ! 
Vice is the act of man, by passion tost. 
And in the shoreless sea of Folly lost ; 
Bat thou what vice disorders canst compO!?e, 
And profit by the malice of thy foes ; 
So blending good with evil, fa^r with foul. 
As thence to model one harmonious whole. 



21. Chaos of thought and passion, all confus'd ; 
Still by himself abus'd, or disabused ; 
Created half to rise, and half to fall : 
Great lord of all things, yet a prey to all ; 
Sple judge of truth, in endless error horl'd : 
The glory, jest^.and riddle, of the world !f 



It 



,^ , * Hymn, apud Hen. Steph. pag. 4<9« 

See to this purpose, a fine passage in Plutarch de Animi Tran- 
quillit. in voL ii. pag, 475, 404. foL Francfurti^ 1620. Far- 
ticularly the passage of Euripides there quoted. 
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It was remarked long ago m the Adventurer,^ 
that these reflections were minutely copied from 
Pascal, who says, '^ What a chimera then is 
man ! what a confused chaos ! what a subject of 
contradiction ! a professed judge of ail things, 
and yet a feeble worm of the earth ! The great 
depositary and guardian of truth, and yet a mere 
huddle of uncertainty ! the glory and the scan* 
dal of the universe." 



S2. Superior beings, when of late they 
A mortal man unfold all Nature's law, 
Admir'd such wisdom in an earthly shape. 
And shewM a Newton as we shew an ape.f 

The author of the letter on the Marks of imi- 
tation, is induced to think, from the sigularity 
of this sentiment, that the great poet had his eye 

on Plato ; m a>9ftnrtt9 i €oftalatlo^ wf^ ll«r wiliiicK 

fcnsHau But I am more inclined to think that 
Pope borrowed it from a passage in the zo- 
diac of Palingenius, which the above-mentioned 
Adventurer has also quoted, and which Pope, 
who was a reader of the poets of PaUngenios's 



» No. 63* t Ver. SI. 



AND WRITINGS OF POPS. 79 

9Lge, some of whom he publishedi was more 
likely to fall upon, than on this thought of 
Plato: 



SUnia coelicoliim risusque jocusque deornm est; 
Tunc homo, quum temere ingenio conlidit, et audet 
Abdita naturee scnitari, arcanaque divdm. 

23. Trace science, then, with Modesty thy guide; 
First strip off all her equipage of pride ; 
Deduct what is but vanity, or dress. 
Or learning's luxury, or idleness; 
Or tricks to shew the stretch of human brain. 
Mere curious pleasure, or ingenious pain ; 
Expunge the whole, or lop th' excrescent parts 
Of all bur vices have created arts."*^ 



The abuses of learning are enumerated with 
brevity and elegance, in these few lines. It was 
a favourite subject with our author; and it is 
said, he intended to have written four epistles on 
it, wherein he would have treated of the extent 
and limits of human reason, of arts and sciences 
useful and attainable, of the different capacities 
of different men, of the knowledge of the world, 
and of wit. Such censures, even of the most 

unimportant 



* Ver. 43. There is some obscurity in the last line, oc- 
casioned by omitting the relative. 
1 
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unhnportant patrts- of rrferatitre^* shmild'ilW; b^ 
ever, be carried too far ; and* a' ^c^sfTUe ^irt^M 
observes, that there is not, indeed, any part of 
knowledge Which can be called entirely, useless. 
'^ The most abstracted paftd of mathematics, and 
the Iciiowledge of mythofogtciaft hi'^toftyj or. an- 
cient allegories, have their own pleasures not in- 
ferior to the more gay entertainments' bF ^aint^ 
ing, music, dr architecture ; ihd it is^fcn^'fiifi' aa- 
vantage of mankind, that som(^ are fo6hrf-Vlli> 
likvfe a tast6 for thfese stutfiesl The cJhly'niiift 
KeS ih letting any of those inferior tastes engV^a 
the whole mati; to the exclusion l»f tlSe^^bWr 
pursuits of virtue and humanity."* We may 
here apply an elegant observation of Tully, * who 
says, in his Brutus, " Credo, sed Atheniensium 
quoque plus interfuit firma tecta in domiciliis ha^ 

» .- . • * ■ ■ c . 

" .*» T. ■■■■•. ' ; . " " ' ' t ^ ''J i 

bere, qiiaro Minerva^ signum ex ebore pylcheiti- 

mumc tameaego me Phidiam esse mallem qiiam 

it^I bptimiirfi fabrum lignariuin ; quare iidh ^^t^* 

tMOiquisque. prosit, sed quanti quisque $ity;{)9K- 

<terandum est: prasertim cum pauci pingerte <§fe- 

«-• '•% 



« Hatchesoa's Nature and Conduct of the Passions, page 
174. 
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gi^ possiDt aut fingere, operarii autem aut baj uli 1 
decsse non possint." 

24. Pasaions, tho' selfish, if their means be fair, 
List under Reason, aat) deserve her care ; 
Those, that imparted, court a nobler aim. 
Exalt their kind, and take some virtue'i name.* 

We find an "f obscurity in these lines, arising 
/fxom the use of the participle imparted; a mode 
•of speaking of which Pope was fond, studious 
^s he was of brevity, and which often betrayed/ 
.3:kim into the same fault : Passions that court an 
MT^im, is surely a strange expression. 



* Ver. 97. 

f " Wlien I am writing, (saya Foalenelle,) I often stop, and ] 
s*Hilc, Do I myself understand this sentence ?" And yet Foute- I 
*>«lle, whom the French accuse of introducing the abrupt, 
'ected style, is frequently obscure. " Non minus aut em ca- 1 
'Vcnda erit, (says Quintilian,} quffi nimium corripientes om 
^Gquitnr, obscuritas : saliusque est aliquid narrationi supereiue, 
^vam deesse. Nam cum supervacua cum tiedio dicnotur, ne- 
^esaaria cum periculo subtrahuntur." 

Institut. Oral. Lib. iv. C. 2. 

Happy is he who can unite brevity with perspicuity. It U' 
Dut of one writer that Quintilian says. Idem Itetus ac pressiu, 
, turn brevitate mirabilJE. Lib. x. C. 1, ' 
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Their virtue fixM ! 'tis fix'd as in a frost ; 
-''^'^ ' Contractied all, retiring to the btea^t; -^ lO r" 

But^fra^Bigth .^ naiad ia «xeieise, 4[^ W*.*, ; ; : i jr . r ji^ 



•]/.■■•' .' 



•' •• , 



i«' >J -JiHi 



, .^J^erhji^ps ar stroi^ger example qannot be fp^n^ ^ 
of (taJcing notions upon trust without. any ^^7x 
ni^iatio% t^an the universal censure t^t ^41^^. 
been passed upon the Stoics^ as if tbey^trjBi[i5\^«j. 
o^sly inculcated a total insensibility wxthr^ifj^ 
t9.,passion* ,.He that would be aoiiyi^C!sdt.|;I|^^ 
t];^ trite ^cusation is ill-grounded, inay,,CQnsj^| 
the notes Mr. Harris has added to his .l^rdti^. 
tise.f There he will find the genuine doctrines 
of the Stoics examined with accuracy aads^a- 
city, in a learned deduction of passages frbtn all 
the best writers of that school ; the sum of which 
quotatioriSj in the nervous language of *1liia^'eri- 

tld, ap'pekrs t6 he this* ^' That the Stfetti; fif 

their character of their virtuolis man, jhdktdM 
midMl >frie^Ve, aVietsibn; land ^XitltetMi^^ftfl 
eluded love, and parental affection ; friendi^JI^' 

and 



/ • . . . 



■ ■ ■ . .. . .r ----..^r 

* Ver. 101. 



. . ..■■=. K 



f From note-pfig^ 9:95^ pag. 3S( 



' V 



AND WRITINGS OF POPE. 89 I 

and a general charity or benevolence to all man- 
kind; that they considered it as a duty, arising 
from our very nature, not to neglect the welfare 
of public society, but to be ever ready, accord- 
ing to our rank, to act either the magistrate or 
th^'private citizen,- that their apathy M'as no 
more than a freedom from perturbation, from 
itTational and excessive agitations of the aoul ; 
and consequently, that the strange apathy com- 
mbnly laid to their cliarge, and In the demolish- 
ing of which there have been so many triumphs, 
H'as an imaginary apathy, for which they were no 
Way accountable." 



^8. LoTB, Hope, and Joy, fair Pleasure's smtliDg traiu; 
Its ■ Hate, Feab, and Grief, the family of Pain. 

This beautiful group of allegorical personages, 
so strongly contrasted, how do they act ? The 
prpsopopeia is unfortunately dropped, and the 
metaphor changed immediately in the succeeding 
lines : 

These mix'd with art, and to dae bounds confin'd. 
Hake and maintain Ihe balance of tbe mind.* 

G 2 27. On J 



^ 
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sr7. 0& dti^eat senses difieraiil objects strike.* , 

A didactic poet^ wbo has happily indi^ 
himself in bolder flights of enthttsiastiii suppc 

ed by a more figurative style than our autl 

, «- 

used, has thus nobly illustrated this very d 
trine: ^^ 



BifiPrent minds 



■■t * 



Incline to dlfiPrent objects : one pursues 

The Tast alone^ the wonderful, the wild ; 

Another sighs for harmony, and grace. 

And gentlest beauty. Hence when lightning fires 

The arch of heav'n, and thunders rock the ground ; 

When furious whirlwinds rend the howling air. 

And Ocean, groaning from the lowest bed, 

Keaves his tempestuous billows to the sky ; 

Amid the mighty uproar, while below 

The nations tremble, Shakespeare looks abroad 

From some high cliff, superior, and enjoys 

The elemental war. But Waller longs 

All on the margin of some flowery stream 

To spread bis careless limb8> amid the cool 

Of plantane shades. 



»■ 



■ J 



'■'- We have here a striking example of that po< 
spirit, that harmonious and varied versificati 



* Ver. I2t. 



axid that strength of imagery, which conspire to 
e^s:citedttt admiration of this beautifal poem.* 



m. ■.- !*i.r 



%1^8P1Proud of an easy conqnest all along^ 

^he but removes weak passions for th^ strong.-t; 



_ - , J- -/ 



. Xhia is from the Duke de la Rochefoucanlt ; 

* * "Whenever we get the better of our passions, it i^ 

more owing to their weakness than our own 

strength. And again, there is in the heart of 

man a perpetual i^titcession of passions, insomuch, 

that the ruin of one is always the rise of ano- 

ther.«$' y 



aijconi ■-■i- 



U9, Let ppw'r or knowledge^ gold or glory; please^ 
Or oft;, noore stroi^g than all« thj^ [oyfi of ease«§ 



/ . : . .; 



\mx acute observation, plainly taken from La 
I^ocliefoucauit * * 'Xi3 * mii^tak? to )beliey ^ that 
DOde but the violent jpassions, such as ambition 
^4 love, are able to triumph oye^. yie other 
passions. Laziness, as languid as it is, often gets 
■>"'>'^q iGili '!...:," ■.- G,3 _ ,. . \vthe 



.■ -.^ \ 



^P,. * The Pleasnres of Imagination^ Book iii. t. 546. 

t Ver. 157. 
X Max. Xi I Ver. 169, 
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the iiiadtery 6f them all, twui^ dVcf kllthe^, 
fiigM and aclioiii 6f lift, and ittjienilitoiy cm^ 
sumes, and destroys, both passions and vir- 
tues."* 

30. Virtuous and vicious ev'ry mao must be ; 
Few in th* extreme, but all in the degree s 
The roffue and fool by fits is fair and wise ; 
And e'en the best, by fits, what they despise.f 

A fine reflection^ and calculated to subdue that 
petulant contempt, and unmerited aversion^ whidi 
men too generally entertain against each cther» 
and which diminish and destroy the social affec- 
tions. " Our emulation, (says one of the best- 
natured philosophers,) our jealousy, or envy, 
should be restrained, in a great measure, by a 
constant resolution of bearing always in our 
minds the lovely side of every character. :{: The 
* comptetely 

* Max. ccLxyi. t Vei:» 231. „. 

1 Hiitchesou's Nature and Conduct of the Passions, p. 190. 

^O ovit aSiXpos ixv atitKvi fynv^iv avro « T^ijJoayioSy ort ot^ixit* avln 
yap KotQ-n cf/y »v\i3 a fcfuirn' «^X* txtt^r /xot^Aoy, ori ait>Jipof\ ort avy 

rpofos* , 

See Epicteti Enchi ridion. Also, 

• i Many 



c 
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letely evil are as rare as the perfectly virtu- 
ous ; there is something amiable almost in every 
me, as Plato observes in his Ph^doBvYu ,rtitm* 



I This charitable doctrine of putting candid con- 
I structions on those actions that appear most 
f blameable, nay, most detestable, and most de- 
formed, is illustrated and enforced, with great 
strength of argument and benevolence, by King, 
lin his fifth chapter on the Origin of Evil ;* where 
ihe endeavours to evince the prevalence of moral 
.good in the world, and teaclies us to make due 
-allowances for men's follies and vices. mr 

J 21. What crops of wit and hoot^sty apppar. 

From spleen, from obstiniicy, jiate or fear !f 



i» 



G + ■■•'■--' ■'■■'An 

[)■ ■ v' ivoI'idJ -Dfltrtt 

Ki' Many lessons on this u.ieful species of fanmanity, tending to 
laoften the disgust that arises from a prospect of the absurdity 
land wickedness of human nature, are to be found in Marcus 
I Jlntoninus: and many noble preeepis in the New Testament^ 
I'^ightly understood, have (be same tendency, but are delivered 
Bvith more dignity and force, and demand certainly a deeper 
fattcotioD, and more implicit regard. 






• See also to this purpose a 
Conduct of tbe Passions, pagi 



sible passage in Hutches 



t Vcr. 185. 



tx» 
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A^ Cid per;^ci|t^ .Cijina.4ott sa nfiissaDC.e> - ^ 
£1 peut-estre ta plame anx Censears de Pyrrhiis 

A » 524 BeEif 'n farming eacfa pn otb^t^ depegdU i: i i i^ . - 1 
;► A ^maste;r;, pj ^ servant, or a.-friendp 
Bids eatfa on other for assistance caTl» ' ' ' ■" \ 

;. . . W^ntfl^ i^Uties, p^^ i ^i 

The common interest, er endear the tie. 
To these We owe trui friehdstrip; loVf ^iiicet^y^- *^^'*^ 



-'u >i 



--j'r... 



.' - . i 



■i«--.1rjj» 



J ; 



i, * Boileau, Epistre vii. a M. Racine, pag. 57, 



t " In rerom systemate vel optim^ constituto, debent esse 
diversa animantium genera superiora, et inferiora, ut locas sit 
j^ifse^ciai^s^ anttni tirttitibtis ubi se ejcerceant: ^dud^reator 
en&h CDmmiseratio, beneficentta, Iiberditas, fortitudo,; 9B<I<>ft- 
nimitas, patientia, lenitas, et oificia omnia gratuita et imme- 
rita, quorum sensus longe est omnium laetissimus, et memoria 
jncnndissimsi^ si nulla esset imbecillitas, nulla indigentia, nulla 
hominum vitia et errores." 

Hutcbeson. Metaphysicce Synopsis, capl ii. page 81. 

This jresembles the doctrine of the old Stoic Chrysippus, as he 
is quoted by Aulus Gellius, lib. ti. cap. 1 . " NuTlutii adeo 
fM^ntrarium sine contrario altero^ Quo enim pacto j'ustitise de^r 
,^U8 esse posset nisi essent injuriae ? Aut quid aliud jilistitiar^^ 
quam' injustitiae privatio ? Quid item fortitudo itiielH^ ^posslet 
nisi e3^ ignayise pppositione? '(^iiid contiuentia idisi ^ ittteni- 

perantia i 
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It was an objection constantly urged by the 
aDcient Epicureans, that man could not be the 
creature of a benevolent being, as he wa3 formed 
in a state so helpless and infirm. Montaigne took 
it, and urged it also. They never considered, 
or perceived, that this very infirmity and help- 
lessneas were the cause and cement of society ; 
that if men had been perfect, and self-sufficyenl^ 
and had stood in no need of each other's assist- 
ance, there would have been no occasion for the 
invention of the arts, and no opportunity for the 
exertion of the affections. The lines, there- 
fore, in which Lucretius proposes this objection. 



? Q.ao item modo prudentia esset, nisi foret ex contra- 
imjandeotia ;" " To this purpose the elegant Jjfj(ic 

■Who founds iu discord Beauty's reign. 
Converts to pleasure ev'ry pain, ^^ 

1^, Subdues the hostile forms to rest, '" ■- 

And bids the universe be blest." 

f5;'/i.7Tm,ia that magic divine, which, by an efficacy past coirt- 
ptehenvioD. can transform every appearance, the moSt bideoui, 
into beauty, and exhibit all things fair and good to thee ! Es- 
MDCe Increate! who art of purer eyes than to behold iniquity." 
.Xkm Treatises, by J. H. page 234, ^ 



I 
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are as unpHilosophical, and inconclusive, as Sicy 
are highly pathetic and poetical : 



Tum pqrrj> puer, nt ssris pr(4ectus all undis 
Navita, nudus huoii jacei, infans, indigus onir 
' " ' Vitali auxllio, cum primum in luminis oras 
i t^> Jlixlbas ex alro matris natura pFofuditi 

Vagituque locum lugubri comptet, ut squunt eat, 
Cui tantum in vh^ rcslat trausire malorum.* 



1 



There is a passage in the moralists whicTi*'! 
cannot forbear thinking- Pope had in his eye, 
and which I must not therefore omit, as it serves 
to illustrate and confirm so many parts of the 
Essay on Man ; I shall therefore give it at length, 
without apology. 

'■ " Tlie young of most other kinds, are in- 
stantly helpful to themselves, sensible, vigorous, 
know how to shun danger, and seek their good : 
A human infant is of all the most helpless, weak, 
infirm. And wherefore should it not have been 
so ordered ? Where is the loss in such a species ? 
Or what is man the worse for that defect amidst 
such large supplies ? Does not this defect en- 
gage 



' Lib. V. ver. 323. 
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iJFhe poetry of these lines is as beautiful as the 
philosophy is solid. " They who imagine that 
all things in this world were made for the imme- 
diate use of man alone, run themselves into inex- 
tticaMe difficulties. Man, indeed, is the head of 
this lower part of the creation, and perhaps it 
was designed to be absolutely under his coin- 
ma'ad. But that all things here tend directly to 
his own use, is, I think, neither easy nor neces- 
sary to be proved. Some manifestly serve for 
the food and support of others, whose souls may 
te necessary to prepare and preserve their bodie* 
for that purpose, and may at the same time be 
^appy in a consciousness of their o^ni existence. 
Tis probable they are intended to promote each 
others good reciprocally. Nay, man himself 
contributes to the happiness,* and betters ^the 
condition of the brutes in several respects, by 
cultivating and improving the ground, by watch- 
ing the seasons, by protecting and providing for 

them, 

y^,,,^i ... -., 

""*"«*Ur' - ■ '^ 

, *.TMt^ery life his learned hunger craves. 

He aaves ifrom famine, from the safage saves ; 

Nay, feasts the animal he dooms his feast. 

And till he ends the being makes it blest. 
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them, when they art; unable to protect and ] 
vide for themselves." These are the words oi 
Dr. Law, in his learned Commentary on King'i^ 
Origin of £vi), 6rst published in Latin, 170) ; ^ 
work of penetration and close reasoning ; which^ 
it is remarkable, Bayle had never read, but only- 
some extracts from it, when he first wrote his fa- 
mous article of the Pauliclans, in his Dictionary, 
where he has artfully employed all that force and 
acuteness of argument, which he certainly pos- 
sessed, in promoting the gloomy and uncomfort- 
able scheme -of Scepticism or Manicheism. 



•»**-dl: 



uoQ raise o'er lustiDct as 
'tis God directs, in that 't 



There is a fine observation of Moutesquieu't 

concerning the condition of brutes. They are 

deji rived 



' Ep.i 



. 97. 



I We ought not lo be blind to ihe faults of this fine writer, 
whatever applause he deserves in general. But it must be 
confessed, that his style is too shorl, abrupt, and epigratninatic | 
he tells us himselT, he was fond of Lucius Florus ; and he be- 
lieved too credulously, and laid too great a stress upon, the re- 
lations of voyage- writers and travellers ; as, indeed, did Locke, 
for which he in ridiculed by Shaftesbury, vol. i- p. 3**. of tht 
Characteristic!, 
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•^e^^iwd of the high advantages we enjoy, but 
they have some which we want. Tlicy have not 
Our hopes, but then they are without our fears : 
they are subject, Uke us, to deatli, but it is witli- 
Out knowing it : most of tlieni are even more 
Mtentive than we are to self-preservation ; and 
'«ej do not make so bad a use of their passions. 
I'l.c. 1. 



'"y. Who taught the nations of the flefd and wood, 
-■ I ^ Tp ahun their poison, and to chose their food ? 
Prescient, the tides or tempests to withstand, 
Baild on the wave, or arch beneath the «and ?• 



^1*, 



This passage is highly finished ; such objects 
are more suited to the nature of poetry than ab- 
stract ideas. Every verb and epithet has here a 
descriptive force. We find more imagery ftora 
these lines to the end of the epistle, tlian in any 
other parts of this Essay, The origin of the 
connexions in social life, the account of the state 
.1 TOLi n. H of 

CMracteri sties. If Shaftesbury (said the great Bishop Sut- 
tcf) had lived to see the candor and moderation of the present 
titaes in discussing religious subjects, he would bave been a. 
(ood Christian. 



' Ver. 99. 
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of nature, the rise and effects of supefstitioft^^ti 
tyranny, and the restoration of true religion an 
just government, all these ought to be mention 
as passages that deserve high applause ; nay/ a 
some of the most exalted pieces ' of Englis 
poetry. 

3S. Man \^alk'd with beast^ joint tenant of the shade.* 



Lucretius, agreeably to his uncomfortable 
system, has presented us with a different and 
more horrid picture of this state of nature. The 
calamitous condition of man is exhibited by 
images of much energy, and wildness of fancy ; 



-Saecla ferarum 



infestam miserii? faciebant ssepe qiiietem : 
Ejectique domo fugiebant saxea tecta 
Setigeri suis adventu^ yalidique Leonis, 
Atque intempestd cedebant nocte paventev 
Hospitibas see vis instrala cubilia fronde» 

He represents afterwards, some of these wretch^ 
ed mortals matrgled by wild beasts, and running 
distracted with pain through the woods, witb 
their wounds undressed and putrifying : 



M 



^ Ver. 152. 
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At quos efiagium servltrat^ corpore adeso^ 
Posterius tremulas super ulcera tetra tenentes 
Palmas^ horriferis accibant vocibus Orcum ; 
Bonicum eos vita priv^runt Termina saeVa, 
Expiries opif)^ igoaros quid volnera velleut.''^ 

Paia is forcibly expressed by the action described 
in the second line, and by the epithet tremulas. 

d9. The shi^ine with gore uustain^d^ with gold undrest^ 
Unbrib'd^ unbloody, stood the blameless priest.f 

iTie effect of alliteration is here felt by the 
deader. But at what period of time could this 
be justly said, if we consider the very early in- 
stitution of sacrifice, according to the scripture 
account of this venerable rite ? 

40. Ah ! how unlike the man of times to come ! 
Of half that live the butcher and the tomb ; ^ 
Who> foe to nature^ hears the gen'ral groan> 
Murders their species^ and betrays his own4 

OviD, on the same topic, has nothing so manly 
and emphatical. ^' Hears the general groan," h 

H 2 nobly 

*.Lib. V. ver. 991. 
t Ep. iii. 157. ^ X % ^^'^- ^^^^ 
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nobly expressed ; and the circumstance oihttray- 
ing his cwn species, is an unexpected and strik- 
ing addition to the foregoing sentiment, Thom- 
son ha» enlarged on this doctrine, with that ten- 
derness and humanity for which he was so justly, 
beloved, in his Spring, at verse three hundi^ 
and thirty. Our poet ascribes the violence of,~ 
the passions to the use of animal food. 

But just disease to luxury succeeds^ ^ 

And every death its own avenger breeds.'*' 

41. Thus then to man the voice of nature spake; 
*' Go^ from the creatures thy instructions take ; 
** Learu from the birds what food the thickets yield jr 
** Learn ffx>iQ the beasts the physic of the field.^'-f'^ . 



.' ^' 



The prosopopoeia is magnificent, and the occa- , 
sion important, no less than the origin of the, 
arts of life. Nature is personified ako by Lu- 
cretius, and introduced speaking with suitable 
majesty and elevation ; she is chiding her foolish 
and ungrateful children for their vain a^d im- 
pious discontent : . ^ « 



Quidl- 



* Ver. 165. f Ep. iii. ver. 171. 
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. ^id tibi.tantopere est^mortalis, quod nimis'^^is 
Luctibus indulges ? quid mortem congemis^ ac.flos ?— 
Aafer'^mnc lactyraas, barathro et compesce quefeUs. 

•*Thei*e is'aii authoritative air in the brevity of. 
tMs sentence, m iEllso in the concluding line of 
fel-'^ ^speech J and particularly in > the very last 
^f(yrd: ^* .^uo animoque, ageduna, jam aliis 
con cede : — ^neces^ est. "♦ 

♦2. Thy arts of building from the bee receive,; 

Learn of the mole to plow^ the worm to weave.f 

T?he Ronians have left us scarcely any piece of 

» 

poetry so striking and original, as the beginning 
aad progress of arts at the end of the fifth, book 
of Xucretius.J I shall at present confine myself 
t^ thtnscribe his beautifulaccount of the rise of 



t-i - 



^'^^- '-^•- Us At 

. \ ( : t . ■ 

' - -i ■»;?* Lib. iii. Ter.'^75. t ^^r. 175. 

^ The Persians^ it is said, distinguish the different degrees ; 
^* '^lie strength of fancy in different poets, by calling them^ 
P®^^*<cr« or sculptors, Lucretius, from the force of his images, 

*^^vild be ranked among the latter. He is, in truth, a sculp- 

TO^^pp^^ : His images have a bold relief. 



• ■. ". 
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At liy^utdas avium voces imitarier ore 
Auifcif^it multOf quam Isevia carmina cantu 
CoiicBlebrare homines possent^ aureisque juvareu 
*£|,tJBephyri cava per calamorum sibila primuiA 

*'., Agrestes docuere cayas inflare cicutas. 

.. /'Inde minutatim dulccis didicere querelas, 
Tibia quas fundit digitis pulsata canen^m, 
Avia per i^emora^, ac ^ylvas saltusque reperta^i 
Per loca pastorum deserta, atqueotia dia.* 

43. He from the wondM'ing furrow c'allM the food. 
Taught to command the fire, controul the flood j, 
Draw forth the monsters of th' abyss profound. 
Or fetch the aerial eagle to the ground. f 

A finer example can, perhaps, scarce be gi' 
of a compact and copiprehensive stile,;}; *] 
manner in which the four elements were subdu 
is Qpmprised in these four lines alone. Pop: 
here, as Qifintilian says of another, densus 
brevis et instans sibi. There is not an use 
word in this passage : there are but three epitb 
wondering f profound^ aerial; and, they ar? pla 
precisely with the very substantive that is of nr 

consequen 

* Lib. v. yer. ]378. f. Ver. 219. 

t We have here what Dionysius says bf AIcbbus, 17^9 
hmmrof^ ** Sweetness with strength.'' Edit. Sylburg> p. 
torn. ii. 
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consequence ; if there had been epithets joined 
^th the other substantives^ it would have weak- 
ened the nervousness of the sentence. This was 
^ secret of versification Pope well understood, 
;and hath often practised with peculiar success. 

44. Who first taught souls enslav'd, and realms undone, 
Th* ENOHMOus faith of maay made for one?* 

^^ Quand les sauvages de la Louisiane veulent 

^voir du fruit, ils coupent 1' arbre au pi^ & cueil- 

lent le fruit Voil^ le Gouvernement despotique." 

'A sentiment worthy of the free spirit of Demos- 

ithenes> and an image worthy of the genius of 

Homer, t 

11 4. 45. Such 

♦ Ver. 241. 

f Cbapit. 13, De L'Esprit des Loix. These few words are 
the whole chapter. Woe be to the liberty and science of that 
popi^tryi where this noble and original work is prohibited to 
be read. C^n that aqthor be suspected of irreligion, who, in 
the sixth chapter of bis twenty-fourth book, has entirely de- 
molished one of the most subtle objections against Christianity, 
^od that too urged by one of the ablest adversaries to our holy , 
teligion* M« Bayle ; who asserts, in his Thoughts on the 
pomet^ that a society of men practising the rules qf Christia« 
nity in their fi|ll figour could aot long subsist, 
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.^^. S^ch is the .world's great harmoDjr,. ^hat springs 
from order> union, full con^nt of things.* 



-*^, 



* . :■•■» 



There is no where to be found so perfect an 
illustration of this doctrine, that the beauty and 
concord of the universe arise from contrarieties^ 
as in the short treatise of Aristotle, v^i xo^fM^^ 
which, notwithstanding the different form of its 
composition, ought to be ascribed to this philo- 
sopher :t I shall insert it at length in its sublime 
original, it being, as it were, a summary or com- 
pendium of the philosophy of the poem before us. 

^* Ktfi roi yi rig t^avfAGKre, vu^ irole f( ex ruv ev»ilw¥ c^^U9 

§■'■.■■. ...•"■••••... . . ... 



• V « •■••,» 



••T 



* Ver. 295, 



f The learned have been divided in their opinions concern'^ 
iiig this piece. Mufetus, both the Scaligers^ Casaubon, HeinT 
skM/^Menage^ Vossius, Naude^ Alcyonios, and othersy will 
|ij^ a^ribe it to Aristotle, and lay great stress on a passage of 
Proclus in his fifth book op the Timapus. On the other hand, 
DferhetWtr^' ' PhStlereus, Slobapfefi Apuleius, Justin TVfartjrt, 
l^|^ck)p» !Qrad warding SAd oar pwp truly learned JBisl|L<^^ 
Berkley^ unaniniously give it to Aristotle. This opinion is 
cbnnrniea by a sensible' discourse oh 'the subject, cap.' tO. 
Pbckl Mtetlk ! Qbs^atioDi Lib^ <?; One of his dbs^rvati6iift 
J^w^Unvt omit; V ^criptu^ qwippe ad Alexandrum Regem^ 
ut Titulus indicat, ideoque faciliore, quam alii, stilo, et aperto 
oriiticmifl^' pJaustbiKque filo : ut dec^ R^gibus^crlbMfettH'^iJi^' 
illi universae naturalis scientiae compendium esset. Quo pactQ 
ft% pbjectionem a stili discrepant!^ ductam remoyeo.'^ 
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TiM( ixvfABt^env, iivi; inrfum, avvimxviav ex twh tvatna* 
miiv* rifniTiiiii Xiyu, K21 xAutriaik' wwv, axi ytfatrwt 
avtfVUV* ifl-pfUfaJk* irsmfUk, y^m-uv- AyvoBiri J'f, on tst* 
%V )roXiIix»ii 0|Ue(eia:r to fl«upiMfiw]oi7(n-' >.iyu S;, on ex ttaAAu* 
•, x«i o^Biwv if a*tiit.oMv, RB-cJf^Kt JtaflffTt^) uVoJt;^o^iMi 
«-(to-jii' ^U9-Jk, Kat Tu;i^iii'" (ffwf iff Jcoii tu* tvaClim fi fuo-i; 

'•yXi;^il»i, x«t (X thJwc ttTTolttitiv to (rujupwysk, «k (x tw* 
•^eiWK* urrri^ xftfhfi to («fp«' «Tj('*iyay( wpsf to BiiAu, kki 
■p^ ExVTE^oir ir^o; TO spo^uAsv, x«i T-nv n-auTHv CjMoi<atetv ^i<« tic^v 
aatiliK'i TUknt^fV) 8 Jiot T»y o/^otut' fviMf Jt xai n Tiyvy rnr 

>^7i» fAifiSft,svrit TBTO woiEiv" ^wyoa^ia: ^ww ya^f , Aiuxw Ti xou 

T«t iiK0u«5 TOW irfojiys^EMif ajrtliAEfft tru/npiiwf /nfurixn ft, 
Itglif ff^K xat Ei«f{i{ f^ofya; jUt^ftfa, fk Jitt^o^eK ^ukftt; f«iai> 
-^cihto-» aff*Dvi2k' y^xfifA^mn it, tK fmnftln'y ntn ftpuiw* 
tf^etftfAeilm x^atrm TrotJia-apji'ti , tlk o^nk Tt^nnn «t' dii/1ft» 
I^Mf^retlo' TauTO it tbto wk xwi to waf « tw rxolttkw >.(yo/*tk«» 
ttfaoAirrW nvcK^itas sJnx, imh b;^i bXci' ffuji*fifOf*ivok, jc« 
(Ut^e^fkeV o-u>aJ'of, xcet ^ixJpv' kai ek ravTUV in xxi f£ (>«c 
I," It is to be lamented that the present 
itate of literature in this kingdom, has rendered 
it necessary to subjoin a Latin translation of this 
fcteautiful and exahed passage, ^hich, to be able 
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to read in its origiual, is no vulgar happiness. 
it, therefore, in the words of BudtEUs: " Tametsi 
extiterunt, qui sese admirari addubitabundi, dice- j 
rent, qui fieri tandem posset, si e principiis contra- | 
riis mundus constitit, siccis dico et humidls, frigi- , 
dbetcalidis, utjam dici non dissolutus fueritatque , 
interierit. Perinde quasi mirari quisquam debcat, 
quonam pacto civitas iiicolumis perduret, quai e 
gentibus contrariis composita sit, egenis inquam 
et divitibus, juvenibus et senio confectis, infirmis 
et valentibus, pravis atque innocentibus. Igno- 
rantia est ista utique hominum, hoc esse in Con- 
cordia civili non videntium, longe admirabilis' 
simum, quod ex multis ipsa unum efficit affectum, 
et e dissimitibus simitem, omnis ilia quidem na- 
ture susceptrix et fortunte. Atque baud scio an 
etiam contrariorum appetens sit natura : ex eisque 
consona, non item e similibus conficiat. Sic certe , 
ipsa marem cum foemina conjunxit, non etiam | 
cum suo horum utrumque sexu. Quin primam , 
etiam concordiam per contraria, non per similia j 
dcrinxit. Adde quod ars natura; ^emuiatrix hoc 
idem facit. Siquidem pictura, alborum nigro- 
rumque colorum, luteorunique et rubrorum natu- 
ras inter se attemperans, effigies rerum efficit con- 
S sonas 
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$MSiS e^emplafibus. Musica acutis et gravifaiis 
sonis^ longisque et brevibus una permixtis in di- 
yersis<yocibus tinUra ex illid concentuiii absolutun^ 
|:eddidit. Grammatica, ex elementis yocalibus 
et mutis inventa temperatura artem omnem litera- 
turas ex iUis conipositam reliquit. Hoqque himirum 
jllud est, quod apud Heraclitum legitur (Sco-. 
tinum ab obscuritate dictum "^ crispa, inquit, et 
minime crispa un4 vinxeris, consentiens et dissen- 
tiens, consonans et dissonans, unum etiam ^^ 
pmnibiis, omniaque ex uno.'* 

f6. Happiness ! our being's end and aim ! 

Good, Pleasure, Ease, Content^ whate'er thy name.** 

IJe begins hh address to Happiness after the 
manner qf the ancient hymns,f by enumerating 
the titles and various places of abode of this god- 
dess. He has undoubtedly personified her at the 
beginning ; but he se^ois tp have dropped that? 

ides^ 

* Ep. iv. ver. 1. 



^ Tloifiat ffiv Tn Zotv^^ xai rta AKxi/Mvt voXXa^H tvptmiofA.t¥, Tuv 
fm.Sf yetf Apri^/v ex (Wftwv ofiuv, yuufivi^ ^f 7o^<<vy> %rt ^c if9raiiM% 
5lBy«}c«Xt(« Ttjy^e A^po^tmif tx Kvirptif Ktt^ts, ^vptat, x«i vokkx^oOtt 

^^A^^oOtf oivaKOiKu, Menander Rhetor, ^e HynvnU. 
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idea in the seventh lkie| where the dettj;^ is s\id^ 
denly transformed intoa plant; from tbeiicerthifl^ 
metaphor of ^ vegetable is carried Ott di^tiriotfy^ 
through the eleveo^ succeeding lines, till be iiidk 
denly returns to > consider Happiness again^ as: a' 
person, in the eighteenth line ; • j ». 

Aad fled frpm pionarchs, St* John, dwells witl^^hefti, :-* 

... ^ . ■ . ■ ' ■ ;• ■' ''.■•!'i V 

For, tojlj/j and, to dwells cannot justly be.,pre^| 
dicated of the ^ame subject, . that immedia^^^ly;. 
before was described as twining with laurels^ and 
being reaped in harvests. 



t , ■ ■ . r-\ 



Of the numberless treatises that have been^ 

written on happiness, one of the most sensible is^. , 

. . - *• -• ' ■ " • ■ 

that of Fontenelle, in the third volume of h\^ 
works. Our author's leading principle is, th^t > 
happiness is attainable by all men ; 

For« mourn our various portions as we please. 
Equal is coounon sense, and common ease. 

So Horace also in Epist. 1 8. B. K 



jEquum mt animum ipse parabo. 



ii 



But 



AND wkiTiNOs Of vWi. togi 

*^'3Bat ' Hbmce (says a penetrating observer on 
bioltawiifel) was grolKs^lyniistaken: the thing for 
tt^ioh be- tfa^ght he stood in no need of Jupiter'i * 
asbiftaiit^ was ^litrhat: he could leasft expect- froni" 
bis'iown ability. It is much m6re easy to get' 
eveii riches and. honours by one's industry, thart^ 
a quiet and contented mind. If it be said, that 
riches and honours depend on a th(!)fusand things 
which we cannot dispose of at pleasure, and that 
th^Vifdrfe 'it is necessary to pray to God that he 
ivrold* ttii^ th^ih to biir advantage, I answer, 



.? 



that the sifence of the passions, and the tran- 
quillity and ease of the niind/ depend upon a' 
thousand things that are not under our jurisdic- 
tiring* ITie stomach, the spleen, the' lymphatic 
TC^sefe,' iHe fibres of the brain,' and a hundred 
otn^r organs, whose seat and figure are yet un- 
kitciwn to the anatbiiiists, produce in us many 
tmeasinesses, jealousies,' and Vexations. Cari we' 
alter those organs ? are they in our own power ?*^ 

■ V . , • < -r - • ■ ' . ■■ "^ ? 

t 

/ 

47. When nature sicken'd^ and each gale was death.* 

This 






« Ver. lOa. 
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ever poignant and witty, are ill piacecPaiia ^F 
gnsting, are violations of that propfie^ wikiCT 
Pope Jn general so strictly observed^ Lucretius 
preserves l^rawg^oirf^ ..tji^.^igpi^^^^ fi^t 
sumed J t^rcb^'Ws'- BaiiJaBt!is^i5a*d:*ll'aBy*J^^ su- 
perstitious, llaVe sometliing^aVgust] '^#i¥8P%riiOble 




strikes bis. own temples with his thunderbolts s 
whether • hft*jeaiptoys,,l;^m^|f ,3^^ jjefti in 

the deserts :fiyf ^tH^^^Sake- ci^'i^xferefiing 

and wl\y.^4jM»ferrteW *q^.BJ3jS^^.}Yflef?^)?l,f annot 
strike the guilty'^-' * -^-'^ > ^ j i : ^pT 



Saeviat> exercens teium/^ucMcl si^pe ilbcent'^s"^ '^'^'^ •i*^*-* 

S«'*fe*1ia«i' tfirrfedi the insult jj^tP' ^''^gmtf<f^ 



50. Heroes are much the same> the point^s agreed, 
'* *^ft-om Ma<:ie<fodia»fi mddnHin teJtkaSwei*^ « .v!i{>u<(? » 

The 

* Lib. ii. ver. 1100. 
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modern Alexander has been thus charac- 
terized by the British Juvenal, in lines as nervous 
and energetic as are to be found in any part of 
our author : 



A frame uf adaniant, a aoul of fire, 
Ko dangers fright him, an<] no labours tire; 
(yew Love, o'er Fear, extends bis wide donia 
Unconquer'd Lord of Pleasure aud of Paia. 



Ami afterwards of his unexpected death : 



Bid rival monarchs give the fatal wound i 
Or hostile raiinons press him to the ground ^ 
Hiji fall was destio'd to a barren strand, 
A petty fortress, and a dubious hand ; 
He left a name, at which the world grew pah 
, To point a moral, or adorn a tale.* 



triw 

A Ait 



I 

I Xvo succeeding passages, in this fourth epis-' 
ll^ the first, at line 237, on the emptiness of 
ifame, the second, at line 259, on the hiconve- 
'liiencies that attend superior parts and talents, are 
freplete with strong sense, and a penetrating 
roL. II. I knowledge 



* Dodtley's Mjjcellar 



Wifhei, by Mr. Johns 



The Vaoity of Hm 
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knowledge of men and things, expressed with 
vigour and concis^eness. 



51. Self-love but serves the virtuous mind to mrakt^ 
As the small pebble stirs the peaceful lake.^ 

It is observable that this simlltude, which is 
to be found in Silius Italicus, L xiii. ▼• 54, and 
also in Du Bartas, and in Shakespeare's Heniy 
Vi. hath been used twice more in the writings of 
our Poet ; in the Tiemple of Fame^ in the four 
liundred and thirty-sixth line, and in th^ Dun- 
ciad, at the four hundTed and fifth. Thb Essay: 
is not decorated with many comparisons ; two, 
however, ought to , be mentioned, on account of 
their aptness and propriety. The first is, where 
he compares man to the vine, that gains its 
strength from the embrace it gives : Jtbe-seoo^d* 
is conceived with peculiar felicity ; all Nature 
does not, perhaps, afford so fit and close an ap^ 
plication. It is, indeed, equally new, philoso-^ 
phical, and poetical : 






Oh their own axis as the planets run. 

Yet make at once their circle round the sun ; 

* Ver. 305. 



... V ../ J - 
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So two consistent motions * act the soul ; 
And one regards itself, and one the whole.f 

52. Come then, my friend ! my genius ! come along ; 
Oh, master of the poet, and the aoog !| 

Ip this concluding address of our author to 

iLof-d .Bplingbroke,§^ one is at a loss which to ad- 

inire mpst, the warmth of his friendship, or the^ 

varnitji of his genius. Pope, indeed^ idolized 

him: whfn in company with him, he appeared 

Vitb all thf deference and submission of ^n af- 

fisptionatis scholar. He uspd to speak of him as 

^ beipg pf a superior order, that had condc- 

I % scended 

* Should it not be actuate, or act upon f He hai ^sed this 
«xpi*e88ion again, Iliad, xv, v. 487, 

That fix'd as fate, this acted by a God. 

% Ver. 373. 

I Those passages in Bolipgbroke's Posthumous Works, that 

"C^r the closest resemblance to the tenets of this Essay, are the 

Mlp^ing. Vol. iv. octavo edition, p. 223 and p. 324; p. 94 

^f Vol. V. ; p. 388 of vol. iv. and 389 ; and p. 49 of vol. iv. 

^* 5 and 6 of vol. V. p. 17 gf vol. v. ©• 316 of vol. iv. p. 36 of 

^^^« T. p. 51 of vol. V. p, 328 of vol. iv. and more particularly 

^^^aall, p. 326 of vol. iv. 



Mfi 
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scended to visit this lower world ; in parttcalMV 
when tiie last comet appeared, and app 
near the earth, he told some of hU acquaintance^ 
" it was seat only to convey Lord Botingbroke ' 
HOUE AGAix ; just as a stage-coach stops at your ^ 
dgor to take up a passenger." A graceful peniOB, 
a' flow of nervous cioquence, a vivid imagination,'^ 
were the lot of this accoinphshed nobleman ; but,^ 
iiis ambitious views being frustrated in the early " 
part of his lift, his disappointments embitteretf 
his temper^ and he seenu to have * been disn , 
gusted with all religions, and alt governments. T 
have been informed from an eye-witness of one^p^ 
hi* last interviews with Pope, who was then giveti' 
over by the physicians, tliat Bolingbrok^ stand- 
ing behind PoPk's chair, looked earnestly dowib 
tipon him, and repeated several times, inter* 
rupted with sobs, " O, Great God, what is man,^ 
I never knew a person that had so tender a heuti 

* His manoer of reasnniDg.and philosophising, has been M 
happily caught in a piece entitled A Vindication of Natural So^ , 
ci^y, that manv, even acate readen, mi^'took it for a geanine 
discourse of ihe aolhor whom it was ioteaded to expose; it la, 
indeed, a master-piece of irony. No writings thit raised'so 
ought; an expectation in the public as those of Biolu^rdt^t J 
ever penihied m idob, tnd sdiik into o&Urioit. '-'"■<{ <■'■"*' J 



for liis particular friends, or a warmer benevo- 
lence for all mankind." It is to be hoped that 
MA^^Wtfe "profited by those remarkable words 
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lilMt')I:tli:. 



I 3 



that 



tA<Wit4 ih^fitA, an good authority, that Bolingbroke W' 
idicule Pope, as uot underslanding the drift of 
principles in iheir full.exteot. It is plain, from many 
ithor"! letters, vol. ix. p. 324j that he rraa pleased to 
biil«och an interpretalioa could be given to thin poem, as tvac 

ristenl with tiie fundamenlal principles of religion. Jhit 
&rtber appears from some curious letters that passed in ttie 
' an« thousand raven hundred attd foity-two, between Ram- 
W, Racioe the younger, and our author. The iwmeia^-, 
Kcaed a vindication of the principles of tbe Ejisay on Man 
^Kanae, who had charged it with lipinozism and irrcligira.' 
Ill prodoced a letter from Pope to Raciue, which condpd^si 
F^th these remarkable wordi: " 1 dedare, therefore, loudly, 
with the greatest sincerity, that my sentiments are diaait;^' 
Imlty opposite to thoie of Spinoisa, and even otf'Leibnu^ 
Jioy are, in truth, perfectly agreeable to the tenets of Pasciil, 
" the Archbishop of Cambray : and I shall think it an ho- 
rtb imitate the moderation and docility of the latter, infll- 
vsaboiitiiag all my private opinioa^i to tbe decision of the 
IVch." London, Sept. 1, 17*2. 

There is a circumstance in the letter of Eamsay above-men- 
ncd, too remarkable to be omitted; and which, perhaps, 
pe may be almost tempted to doubt the truth of. In a case 
so delicate a nature I chuse to quote the original. " M. le 
leralier Newtou, grand Geom^tre & nullenient M^taphyai- 
Uf, 6U)\X periuad^ de la v<5rit^ de la Religion : mais il vonlut 
Bpcr «ur d'anciennes erreurs Orientalea, &, renouvella I'Aria- 
par I'yrgane de son fameus disciple & interperte M. 
Clarke ; 



118 «SSAY ON THE GXNXUS 

l^at PoFjc Spoke in his last illness to the ume 
gentletnan vtho communicated the foregoing 

anecdote : 

Clarke ; qui m'ayoaa quelque terns avant que de mourir apres 
pJQsieurs (K>of<6reDces que j'ayois eues avec lui^ corobien il 8<s 
repentoiC d' avoir fait imprimer sop Ou?rage : je fus t^moia il 
y a douze ans, a Londres, des derniers sentimeiis de ce.io#- 
deste & vertueux Docteur/* 

CEuvres de Racine^ torn. 4. p. 23$. 

The manner in which Ram.^ay endeavours to explain ^ 
doctrine of the £ssar is as follows. " PorB is far from tMsert- 
rng that the preiseht state of man is hia pritkitwe state/ fllttfaift 
above, page 70J and is conformable to order. His desiga ift to 

. shew thatf since the Fally all is proportioned with weighty met- 
snre> and harmony^ to the condition of a degraded bein^ #!i6 
miders/ahd who deserves to suffer, and who caanot be reitAint4 
but by sufferings; that physical evils are designed to cure mOM 
lal evil ; that the passions and the crimes of the most abiin- 

Ironed nle%> are confined, directed and governed by Infiniie 
Wisdom in such a manner, as to make order emerge ottt of 
confusion, light out of darkness, and to call out innumerable 
advantages from the transitory incopveniencies of this Tife; that 
this so gracious Providence conducts all things to its owa endSi 
without ever hurting the liberty of intelligent beings, aad 
without either causing or approving the effects of their delibe- 
rate malice ; that all is ordained in the physical order, a^ ^11 is 
jfree in the moral : that these two orders are connect^ c^OJlfely 
without fatality, and are not subject to that necessity wliich 
renders us virtuous without merit, and vicious without ifriihc; 
that we see at present but a single wheel of the magnific^bt 
machine of the universe; but a small link of the greai chaitf ; 

' and but an insignificant part of that immense plan whicb v^ill 
oiie day be unfolded. Then will God fully justify all the in- 
comprehensible 
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anecdote r '^ I am 90 certain of the souPs being 
iinnioftai^ dmt I seem even to feel it within m^ 

14 as 



comprehensible proceedingsof his wisdom and goodness; and 

-will trndicate himself, as Milton speaks, ftota the rash jiid^* 

meat of xnortals." 

Lettre De M. De Ramsa}^, 

A Pontoise le 28 April, 174-2. 



H will be proper to subjoin Bolingbroke^s own accottot of 
tbis.Essay, given in a letter to Swift, August 2» n$l. 

*' Does Pops talk to you of the noble work which, at my 
instigation, he has begun in such a manner, that he must be 
conYinced, by this time, I judged better of his talents than hte 
did. The first epistle, which considers man, and the habita^- 
tion of man, relatively to the whole system of universal be<- 
ing. .The second, which considers him in his own habitation^ 
in himself, and relatively to his own particular sy>stem. And 
the third, which shews how an universal cause works to one 
end, but works by various laws : bow man, and beast, and ve- 
getable^ are linked in a mutual dependency : parts necessary 
.to each other, and necessary to the whole : how human socie- 
ties were formed ; from what spring true religion and true po<- 
\\Q^ are derived ; how God has made our greatest interests and 
our plainest duty indivisibly the same. These three episties, 
I say, are ^nished^ The fourth he is now intent upon. It is 
a noble subject ; he pleads the cause of God. I use Seneca's 
expression against that famous charge which atheists in all agps 
)iaye brought, the supposed unequal dispensations of Provi^ 
4enpe; a charge which I cannot heartily forgive your divines 

for 
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whwCTtihy iDtuitton." After scch s deckn> 

tjon, and af\er writing so fer\-eDt and elcrated 2 
piece of devotiou as the Universal Prayer, would 
U Dot be injustice to accuse our author of liber- 
tinism and irreligion ? Especially, as I am told 
lie had inserted an address to Jesus Christ, in 
"the Essay on 5!an, which he omitted at'me'ip- 
stapce of Bishop Berkeley, because the Cbrisdi»ii 
'dispensation did not come within the coinpttssof 
his j*lan. , Not that so pious and worthy a _pre- 
- )ate--coald tmagioe, that tbis Platonic scbetne of 
oPTiMlsii, or the BEST, Sufficiently accounts'fbr 
^he introduction of moral and physical evir^to 
the world j'whicli, iu truth, nothing but reveta- 



for MJmiiilog^ Yoo a^mlf it, inilecd, T.ir 
purpose, and yo 



. nj- 



ubiiflJo 



Xhii this Tutiire slale * 



! good 
s admission (he necessity of a ft- 
ishmcnls ; but if vou should find 
il account for God's justice in the ' 
present s!aie, wtilcfi you give up, ia opposilidn to the atheist, 
-wbord it not havt been belter to defend God's justice ib lots 
"^iiotra, against these daring men, by irrefragable reasons, add 
•^ naVe rested itie other point on revelation? I do nollike con- 
cessions made agaiiist dein') nitration, repair or siipply ihem 
'liow you' wilt." Tht- epistles I have nicnliotied will coiopo^' a 
""first tof.k ; the" jilan of the second is settled. Yoo will iiot 
nnderstand by what I haVe said, that Pope will jo to dcrp'JutQ 
the arguoieat, or curiy it so &r, as I have hioled." 
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tion'cau explain, and notliiagjbut afi^tuEe; State 

Plsdlf ^o'lodlMX mo ^iuosr, til soiltEui/i^GA^JiQJ!^ 
btof ms [ i.F. .-^lljBimicS ■• noni'l-mi hne rnsinit 

, f. * -"pie Es»ay, on Man ww elegantly, but unfaithfully, tran- 
slated into Frencli verse by M. Du Resnel. It was more ac- 

'irtiWtely ^enilereO into l-rent:li prose by M, de SilEiooete; 

twiuch translation has been odeit printed.; at Pari* 1736;. M 
London ITl'l, in Quarto; at the Hague 1712. He Jias aub- 
joibeJ a defence of the doctrines of the Essay from Warbur- 
'itoa^t.Ltttixs; and hae added a traiulaiion also, with a luge 

^conunejitary, of tbe four succeeding epiat|es of Pops. 

J- Marmomel. in his Paetiijue Finnqniic, W passed a sovflje 
sentence on the obscurity and inconcluaiveness of Pope'i r^a- 
loiiing. VoL ii. p. 536. 

In tfie very last edition of Bishop Law's tran.flation of the 
Origin of Evil, p. 17, is tbe following remarkable passage : 
" I had now the satisfaction of seeing that those very princi- 
intained by Archbiiibop King, were 
his Essay on Man ; this I used (o rp- 

I less honour to the Poet ibun to our 
loun made to understand, that any 
ken highly amiss, by one [i. e. Bishop 
\i held the doctrineof that same Essay 



pics which had been ma 
.adopted by Mr. Pope, in 
ogllect, and sometimes 
,iucb an account did m 
Philosopher; but was 
ihing of that kind wast: 
Waibartoiij who had oor 



to be rank atheism^ but afterwards turned a warm advocate for 
i^ and thought proper lo deny the account above-mentioned, 
^itb heavy nu-iiaees against those who presumed to insiDuatQ 
Att. Pope borrowed any thing from any man whatsoever." 




I 
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cdving that a taste fov learning began Widely to 
diffuse itself among the laity^ could find no surer 
method of repressing it, than by trcatmg' rile 
karned character as ridiculous. This ridicuie 
WAS carried so far, that, to mention one instance 
Out of ten thousand, the publisher of ia Roche- 
fiiucault's Maxims makes a grave apobgy<.Uf 
fornij for quoting Seneca in Latin. 



2. At half mankind, when gen'foas Manljr 

All kuow 'lis virtue, for he thinks them knaves.* 



^^e character alluded to is the principal one in 
ti[ie Plain Dealer of M'ycherly, a comedy tak?n 
from the Misanthrope of Moliere, but much in7 
^rior to the origiual. Alcestes has not that bit- 
|«rness of spirit, and has much more humanity 
^nd honour than Mauly. Writers transfuse .tl^p^r 
ttvn characters into their works : Wycherly .was 
jl. yain and profligate libertine; Jloliere w^s bfr 
Igyed fur his candour, sweetness of temper, ^^ 
ipteg^ity. It is remarkable that the French djfj 
^t^ relish this incomparable comedy for the tforft^ 
^t representations. The strokes of its satir« 
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■were^ too subtle and delicate to be felt by tlie f^f 
nerality of the audience, who expected only ttw 
gross diversion of laughing; so that at the fourth 
time of its. being acted, the author was fou-vdta 
add to. it one of his coarsest farces : but Boijeauv 
iQ the: mean time, aiBrmed, that it was the ca- 
pital' work of their stage, and that the people 
would one time be iaduced to think so. 

3. Uutliought-Df frailties cheat us in the vr'ise.* 

For who could imagine that Locke was fond 

.of romances ; thiit Newton once studied astro- 

^ logy ; that Uoger Ascham, and Dr. WfiixBt; 

^Vere devoted lovers of cock-fighting ■ tllat t)K 

Ci-ARKE valued himself for his agility, anil fre- 

.tjuently amused himself in a private rooln of' Ws 

,}iause, in leaping over the tables and chairs'; atiH 

.ihat our author himself ivas a great epicd^e? 

^When he spent a summer with a certain nobl^- 

to'aii, he was accustomed to lie whole days ih Wd 

on account of his head-achs, but would at Sriy 

tiine rise \vitli alacrity, when his servant informeil 

iiim there were stewed lampreys for dianer. 'O^ 

the 
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the eve of an important battle, the Duke'of' 
Mablbo ROUGH was lieard chiding bis servant for 
having been so extravagant as to light four can- 
dles in his tent wlien Prince Eugene came to con' 
fer with him ! EtizASETU was a coquette; and 
Bacos received a bribe. Dr. Busbt had a vio- 
lent passion for the stage; it w&s excited in him 
by the applauses he received in acting the Royal 
Slave before tlie King at Christ-Church ; and he 
declared, that if the rebellion had not broke out, 
he had certainly engaged himself as an actor, 
l.DTttER was so immoderately passionate, that 
lie sometimes boxed Melanctuon's cars ; and 
Melancthon himself was a believer in judicial 
astrology, and an interpreter of dreams. RiCH- 
" LIEU and Mazarin were so superstitious as to 
employ and pension Morin, a pretender to astro- 
logy, who cast the nativities of these two able 
politiciaus. Nor was Tacitus himself, who ge- " 
nerally appears superior to superstition, untainted -. 
with this folly, as may appear from the twenty- . 
second chapter of the sixtli book of his annals. 
Men of great genius have been someivhere com- 
pared to the pillar of fire that conducted the 
2 ■ Israelites, 
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Lirad^, .which frequeatly turned a cloudy sidr 
the spectator. 



• «■. 



4s $^ the, same iqan, in vigour^ in th^ gout ; 

Alone, in company, in place, or out; 
'"' EJatffylait'btiiKinels and at haza)-d late; 

JVIad at a fox-chasej wise at a debate ; 

Drunk at a borough, civil at a ball ; 
' Friendly at Hackney, faithless at Whitehall.* 

'" ;- . . • ■ t ■ 

t 

'The unexpected inequalities of our minds and 

tempers are here exhibited in a lively manner, 

and with a perfect knowledge of nature. I can- 

Bdt forhear placing before the reader, Tully*s 

portrait of Catiline, whose incfonsistencies and 

varieties of conduct are thus enumerated : " Ute- 

batur hominibus improbis multis, et quidem op- 

tiinis se viris deditum esse simulabat ; erant apud 

ilium illecebrsB libidinum multse : erant etiam in- 

dusjtris; quidam stimuli ac laboris; flagrabant 11- 

lidinis vitia apud ilium : vigebant etiam studia 

rel miiitaris : neque ego unquam fuisse tale mon- 

itrutn in terris uUum puto, tarn ex contrariis di- 

verskque inter se pugnantibus naturse studiis, cu- 

piditatibus que conflatum. Quis clarioribus viris 

quodam^ 

* Ver. 71. 
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quodam tempore jucimdior? Qu» turpict^ivi 
conjunctior? Quis civis metioium partiuin alfr 
quando? Qais tetrior bostis huic civitati ? Qiub 
in voluptatibus iaqutnatior? Q.ub la labMibiMP 
patientior? Quis in rapaciute.ay»n(ir?> Qj/ifktjilt 
largilionc effiisior ?"• .. ■<■ i.i . ji ,1'j^iiini 
\-^'-- ■ i ■■ i t. 

•itffi What mule, say MoDUigne.or more sge ChaTTVDjf , u 



n. One of the..Teasons that makes MoDtainieao 
.figreeable a writer, is, that be gives so stroqg a 
(picture of. the way of life of a country gentle- 
Vian in the reigp of U^nry the Third. T)ie de- 
scriptions of his castle, of his library, of bis tn* 
vels, of bis entertaiDments, of his diet and dress^ 
are particularly pleasiog. Malcbraacbe and 
Pascal have severely and Justly censured hia 
I ^Kepticisin. Peter Charron contracted a very 
' Utrict friendship uith him, insomuch that Mqa- 
taigne permitted hint, by his will, to bear:4us 
aims. In his book of M'isdom, which was p\fy- 
lisbed at Bourdeaux in the year one thousand 
«ix hundred and one, he has inserted a gte«t 
' ntimttfr 

• Ora*. pro M. Cslio. Sect. 3- ' ' 
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♦wrffttRfflbP Moataigiie's sentinients^Ttliis .twjatise 
lUu beeti loudly blamed far. its freedom byiin^uy 
■Wrifcrs ttf iVano^ and- particularly Gahassb tUe 
^iBtjiMOur SUoiiope,' though esteemed an- or- 
XhaAo^ divine, translated itj JJajYle lisa i^ 
marked, in opposition to these censur«rsf tlsat-ef 
a hundred thousand readers, there are hardly 
thrl^to be found iti any age; who are well'' qoa- 
iified to judge of a book, wherein the ideas of 
lm"''elt^ct: and liieta physical reasoning are"*^ in 
"opfiosftion to the most common opfnionsi' ■ pA^pt; 
feas borrowed many remarks from Charroft,: ictf" 
vliich'' sensible writer BoUngbroke Was ^rtitW* 
"fi^^'^oail. "''"'"'' *'-''* ^'^ •^'''■"■' '"' ""o ^JioxJqrr3i 
.waihhriR r^iii tid V. ,>!!! j'lunKTiiin^ eid 'in .^b* 

boA ^ip^'^ftteiM regpiit tremble at a sttrjftiaiiiq aifi 
lid b»nj;(iv: ..-:; -,,^J Ifi-jdel 

'0*Tbfe dnke of Orleane, here poiftted at, W^^ 
-ftlddel and libertine, and at the same time^, ;a3 
'"iii»cl! as BoULANViLtiEKS and Cardan, ^^iio 
•«lcukitied the nativity of Jesus Christ, wftSiia 
tt!d believer in judicial astroi<^y ; bew^s 
t« be the author (which, however,, J^as hficn 
'wAlMfed) of many of tliose flimsy songi?^, nugje 
.VOL. 11. . . ^ ■ \ ■ canora;, 
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canora:, to which the language and the mannflfB -' 
of France seem to be pecuUarly adapted. He 
knew mankind ; " Quiconque est sans honneur 
& sans humeur, (sakl he frequently,) est un 
courtisan parfaitc." Crebillon, the father, a 
writer far superior to his son^ during this profli- 
gate and debauched regents administration, 
wrote a set of odes against him, of wonderful 
energy and keenness, and almost in the spirit of 
Alceas ; if it be not a kind of profanatioH to 
spealc thus of any production of a poet that 
vrites under a despotic government. 

tJiM^AIeal in truth, the man bnt chang'd his mind; v.^^^H 

Perhaps was sick, in love, or had nut tlia'd.'* ^^^^| 

;nrU '^ -^^ 

For the destructioa of a kingdom, said a man 
of wit, nothing more is sometimes requisite tlian 
a bad digestion of the prime minister. The 
Grand Seignior offered to assist Henry IV. against 
his rebellious subjects, not for any deep political 
ireason, but only because he hated the word 
League. It is a fault in Davila, as well as Ta- 



* Ver. 127, 
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cltds, never to ascribe great events to ^hiifl* J 
cttpnce, private passions, and petty causes.' 



-ie 



«*J 8. Judge we by nature? Habit can eflfacl*;''"^ '^^' ' 
^ Interest o'ercome, or policy take place : 

By actions i those uncertainty divides : 
By pasaiona i these dissimulation hides : 
Opinions? they still take a wider range: 
Find, if you cua, in what you cannot change. 
Manners with fortnnea, humours turn with clin 
Tenets with books, and principles with times.* 



«» < 



* We find here, in the compass of eight lines, 
tui anatomy of human nature ; more sense and 
observation cannot well be compressed and con- 
cluded in a narrower space. Tliis passage might 
be drawn out into a voluminous commentary, 
and be worked up into a system concerning the 
knowledge of the world. There seems to be an 
inaccuracy in the use of the last verb ; the n»* 
tural temperament is by no means suddenly j 
changed, or turned with a change of climate^- ' 
though undoubtedly the humours are originally ' 
formed by it; irifiuenced by, would be a more 
proper expression than turn with^ if the metre 
would admit it. 
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, '. * 



9* His |>assion stilt to coTet gen'ial praise ; 
Bis life, to forfeit it a thoosand ways ; 
A constant boonty, which bo friend has naAs t 
An ai^l .tongue, wbkk no man can pefSQade.^ 
A fool with more of wit than haTf mankind ; 
Too rash' for dioaghe, for' action too r^n'd V^ ' ' ' ^^ 
A tyrant lo the wife his fieait apyiovesi „ '.^. si^'$ 
A rebel to the Yery king he loves ; 
He dies an ont-cast of each chorch and stale ; 
And, harder still, flagitioas, yet uol giteaL* - • ; 



- .* 



f 



This character of tbe Duke of WJiarton^ ,.Bt 
finished with much force and expre^tcaM^fl 
the contradictions that were in it are strongly 
contrasted. In an entertaining wcM-k hitely pub- 
lished, which, it is hoped, will difiiise a relish 
for biography, we have a remarkable anecdote 
relating to this nobleman's speech in favour of 
the Bishop of Rochester. His Grace, theii/in 
opposition to the Court, went to Chelsea lht^AB$t 
before the last debate on that prelate's afiair, wh^ 
actflig contriticHi, he professed being detenninfi^ 
to work OBt his pardon at Court by speaking 

against 

T ♦ Ver. 195. 

. ■ ^ 
f Compare it with that of Zimri> the Bnke of Bncking- 

ham, in Absalom and Achitophel ; in which Dryden has 

celled oar aoth<»'. 
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■gainst the bishop, in order to which he begged 
j some hints. The minister was deceived, and 
*ent through the whole cause with him, point- 
ing out where the strength of the argument lay, 
; and where its weakness. The Duke was very 
thankful, returned to town, passed the night ia 
drinking, and, without going to bed, went to 
the House of Lords, where he spoke foe the 
fcishop, recapitulating, in the most masterly 
manner, and answering all that had been urged 
against him.* , i i n-.iituuii 

JO. When Caliiine by rapine swc-U'J hUstorei; , 

When Cesar made a noble dame a whore ; 

la this the hist, in that the avarice. 

Were means, not ends; ambition was the viee.f 

The same passion excited Richlieu to throw up 
the dyke at Rochelle, and to dispute the prize of 
poetiy with Corneille ; whom to traduce was the 
surest metliod of gaining the affection of this 
ambitious minister, who aspired equaUy to. excel 
K 3 in 



* Catalogue of the Royal and Noble Authors of England, 



caBODBPod Jii a anoc A fiJ'iu c i n i l i M l aa jka 

riharaftfT of Caafiasik I^ckj^ lAta Maraul lint 

it aa( ikmkbUc to 

JoattalAics aad a 

trjr ii laufMiUMr icprcKBlcd bjr Vcmkesc m tkc 

agtof Low xnr. 



ir 





xicv viilai or ois cooBtnr omvc Stflkn^d a 
greater caagf of mniBinit tfaaa Cidiillon ;f m 
lui Catilinr we hne a noUe ooe that aoiT iBai- 
tntt fim doctriae of Pon : ** If (tsjs tin 
ficfce and inflexibfe coas pi iator) I bad onhr Lm- 
talflses of my party, and if it vas fiDcd oelfy wiA 
iDOi of Yiitucv I shoold easihr aasome diat cJia* 



*Ver,217. See CoMidcntiiw oo Lmlfaii^ n the 
1^ of L'Abb6 4e St. Bcal, p. 1. 



f Tbe creditor! of Cfebiflon woold have itopped the profiti 
of this tragedy; bat the ^irited old bard appealed to the kiog 
in coancil, and proeored aa hoooarable decree in his faroar, 
iettiDg forth, that works of geoios riioold not be deemed ef- 
fects that were capable of being seixed. This writer's works 
were lately printed in a magnificent manner at the Loavre, in 
two volomes qnarto, at the expence of Madame Pompadoar, 
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Actar dkop and be more virtupu^ than at^jr of 



. JjB l[i^ .^urois pa^:4e pejae. ^. I'^tre tncore plus qu' eux. 

12. In this one passion Qian can strength enj[oy, c 

As fits give vigour just when they destroy.''^ 

The strength and continuance of what our 
author calls the ruling passion, is strongly exem- 
p]t6ed in eight characters j aamely, the Poli- 
tician, the Debauchee, the Glutton, the 
Obconomist, the Coquet, the Courtier, the 
M»BR, and the Patriot. Of these character^ 
the most lively, because the most dramatic, are 
&e fifth and seventh. There is true humour also 
in the circumstance of the frugal croile wh^d^ 
b]o\rs out one of the consecrated tapers in order 
te prevent its wasting. Shall 1 venture to insert 
imether example or two? An old usurer, lymg 
in his last agonies, was presented by the priest 
^ivith the crucifix. He opened his eyes a moment 
fcefore he expired, attentively gazed on it, ana 
» K 4 cried 

.1 ; ... - 

f 

* Ver. 221. 



' V- 
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cried ■out,'*' These jewels are eoumtert'eiti' !■( 
not lend more than ten pistoles upon so wretched — S 
a pledge." To reform the language of his coun- — ^ 
try was the ruling passion of Malherbe^'iTbe * 
priest who attended him in his last momentsj 
asked him if he M'as not affected with the de* 
scription he gave hiih of the joys of heaven? 
" By no means, (answered the incorrigihle bard;) 
I desire to hear no more of them, if you cannot 
describe them in a purer style." Both these sto- 
ries would have shone under the hands of Pope. 



This doctrine of our author may be farther 
illustrated by the following passage of Bacon: 
" It is no less worthy to observe, how little al- 
teration, in good spirits, the approaches of deatl) 
make ; for they appear to be the same men till 
the last instant. Augustus Caesar died in a com- 
pliment ; Livia, conjugii nostri memor, vive et 
vale. Tiberjua in dissimulation; as Tacitus sa^th 
of him : Jam Tiberium vires et corpus, non, dig- 
simulatio d.esfrebant. Vespasian, in a jest;,.p't 
putp Deus fio. Galba M'ith a sentence ; Feri, si 
ex re sit populi Romaut ; holding forth his neck. 
7,/>T ,( 2 Septimijis 



■^ - Mul; 



|itjiniiiie1$0it'icmis^ d^ i&patcb^cAd^tp^vrdifqutd 
tiwiritmitili^fpiTrtirrrti^'t i. n iin<M ^i^^.r i>.'rs .in> 

t9/fThiaf>dpistfel/bdti€ladesjt vithria tstfoke tof art 

TStnlAijrjradilsiitatioti. ti; The poett ^sujddeuly stof:^ 

¥diii of ^ridtculeitM^ith which be was flowing^ 

f ad^rtosea his >frjend in a most deKcate cprni* 

^liteierit^i<(toTieeaW under •tbe.appoaijafic^^ofisa*' 

'^CJ?. j(tOili <i;oii. ' /.;:- -.^u, ~ i/: ji ..X.; vr. ^tjc.iu 

Shall feel your ruling passion strong in death : 
Such in those moments as in all the past; 
^ bdn idh'Mtve U?p couftti4sri> tea^> sikll be [youjr Itit.^i 1 'V 

To make a wash^ would hardly stew a child ; 

i ir> Aodripavia/tcad^mfni once to.ma|f:i$ hhu btar^; ^ uui! 
Gave alms at Easten in a Christian trim: 
And made a widow happy for a whim.f 

-,>('j'j;f MKl .'1' .-.* .■•rti'.'a'i,;! , !;;•,!•. u'A ihf-:;o ■ lu-, yi x"* 
-fBiWA^JKEssays. Essay ii. which were much read by Pope. 

t Epist. ii. V. 53. 
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satim BolJQgbroke, a judge of the au)ijiMV 
thought it the master-piece of Pope. Bultbe 
bitterness of the satire is not always concealed id 
a laugh. The characters are lively, though no- 
common. I scarcely remember one of thaBU 
our comic writers of the best order. The ridi- 
cule i» heightened by many such strokes of ho- 
mour, carried even to the borders of extiuw^ 
gance, as that in the second line, here quoteAi 
The female foibles have been the subject of, pJSi* 
haps, more wit, in every language, than MJ^ 
other topic that can be named. The sixth satire 
of Juvenal, though detestable for its obsceaity, 
is undoubtedly the most witty of all his sixteeu; 
and is curious for tlje picture it exhibits of the 
private lives of the Roman ladies. Pope con- 
fines himself to paint those inconsistencies of 
conduct to which a volatile fancy is thought to 
incline the sex. And this he exemplifies in the 
contraiieties that may be discovered in the charac- 
ters of the Affected, the Soft-natueed, the 
Whimsical, the Lewd and Vicious, the Wittt 
and Refixed. In this comprehensive view is, 
perhaps, included each species of female folly 
Md absurdity, which is the proper object of 
ridicule.' 



A^^ vWIU'^^OS OF POPi* IS9 

rVd^cu^f rif tb^ %iBtle yields, ia m^ respccl^ 
t<^ttl$iAentl| ^atira ipf ^i^au jOtt^he same subjeol^ 

U i^^u[| tbe delif «Qj;^ an^i Yltfiety of. the traMilioMi 
by:\vfeieK&e?«^ch-writcar|M|s$esf^ one chae 
ractefr to? aitpthef) a^w9(y3 copuft^Ui^ each with 
t|^ fpit^ijig', - I(.,Wa^;.av<:oniaion saying <^ 
Qqile^liy' speaking of X4 ^iuyerej that pne of 
t)i9.f9o$t difficult pai^ of cQippoditiQQ xwailit^ 
aptpf traatttion* That we may sc^ ^ow; h^p^y 
Fop£ . hsis^, caught the manner of Boileau, :iet ftt 

■ i 

8iirvey_4ne pf his portraits : it shall be that of 
hi$ learned lady. 



Qui s'offrira d*abord ? c'est cette Scavante, 
Qu'estime Roberval^ & que Sauveur frequente. 
I>'^u\ient qu'elle a V ceil trouble, & le teint si temi? 
C'eyt qve sur le calcal, di(rOQ«: deC^sinj, . ' 
Ua Astrolabe en main, elle a dans sa godtiere 
It suivre Jupiter pass^ le nuit entiere : 
Ogprdoi^ de la troubler. Sa science, se croy, 
Aqra par s'gccupei: cc jour plus d'un employ. 
D'un nouveau microscope ou doit en sa prt^senCQ 
T^tosft "^hez Daldtic^ ftire Pexpefienee ; 
Puis,d'ttn€ femme morte itFec son embrycm, . 
11 fant chez Du Vernay voir la dissection.* 



• • 1 . / 



-■. • 



V14-* 



H. Ifo 



■'■'•'■. "' ?:.: 



: ^ W^ich last line is ^ little gtou and oiFensiye : as it tniifi 
r* <^«afe$sed are some of Pope. There is aot a sipgle str<dc« 



i < 
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, 14. No thoagbt advances, bat her ddy bnia 

Whisks it about, aad down it goes agaiiu 
Full sixty years the world has beeo her trader 
* - The wisest fool much time has ever made. 

Fiom loveless youth to uiireq>ected ag^ . . I 

No passion gratify *d, except her rage. 

So much the fury still outran the wit. 

The pleasure missM her, and the acandal hit* - - -* 



I. 



These spirited lines are part of a character 
signed for the famous Duchess of Marlborough^ 
whom Swift had also severely satirized in 
Ejcaminer. Her beauty, her abilities, her polie: 
tical intrigues, are sufficiently koowikf Tlia== 

▼loleQce 



•f this sort in Young's Satires on Women. J wish tfie 
cacy and reservedness of four or five Ladies now liying, who 
have real learning and taste^ would permit me to insert their 
names in this place, as a contrast to this afiected character in' 
Boileau. 

♦ Ver. 121. Episl. ii. 

-f See the account of her own conduct, drawn up nnder 
her own eye and direction, bj Mr. Hooks, author €i the 
Roman History, of the Life of Fenelon, and of the transla- 
tion of the TraTels of Cyrus. Dr. King, of St. Mary HaO, 
in Ozlbrd, informed me, that this elegant translation was 
made at Dr. Cheyue's house at Bath, and that he himself had 
often been Hooke's Amanuensis on this occasion, who dictated 
his translation to him with nnccmmon facility and lapiditj. 
The Dochess ' rewarded Hooke with 5000L fi»r his Inmble i 

but 
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violence of her temper frequently broke out into 
Wonderful and ridiculous indecencies. In tlie 
'Sst illness of the great Duke, her husband, when 
I^r, Mead left his chamber, the Duchess, dislik- 
ing his advice, followed him down stairs, swore 
at him bitterly, and was going to tear otF liis 
periwig. Iler friend, Dr. Hoadly, bishop of 
\V^inchester, was present at this scene. These 
lines were shewn to her Grace as if they were in- 
tended for the portrait of the Duchess of Buck-' 
ingham ; but she soon stopped the person that 
was reading them to her, and called out aloud, 
" I cannot be so imposed upon — I see plainly 
enough for whom they are designed ;" and abused 
Pope most plentifully on the subject ; though" 
she was afterwards reconciled to, and courted 
him. This character, together with those of 
Philomede and Cloe, were first published in 
this edition of Pope. They are all animated 

with 



but qnarrellcJ with him aflerwards, becanae, aa she affirmed, 
he attempted to convert hi'r to Popery. Hooke was a Mystic, 
and a Quictist, and a warm di.sciple of FcneJon. It was he 
w)io brought a Catholic priest to lake our author's confession 
on his death-bed. The priest bad scarce departed, when, 
Botingbroke, coming over from Battersea, flew ioto a gri^at fii.. 
of passioa and indignation od the occasion. 
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inth the most poignant wit. That of Clce H 
ticularly just and happj, who is represetifed 
content merely and only to d»€U in 
and satisfied to airoid giving ofinice ; and is (HI 
of those many insignificant and useless- bemgs^ 



/ — 



Who want, as thro' blank life they dream along^ 
Sense to be rights • and passion to be wrong ; 



•. * 



as says the ingenious author of the 
Passion; a work that abounds in wit, <jbsenra«^ 
lion on life, pleasantry, delicacy, urbanity^ and 
the most well-bred raillery, without a sing^nruirk 
of spleen and ill-nature. These were the first 
characteristical satires in our language, andt aif 
written with an case and familiarity of style, vfeiy 
diiFerent from this author's other works* tTh^ 
four first were published in folio, in the year 
17S5 ;* and the fifth and sixth, incomparably 

the 



. . -I 



* In these, the characters of Qarinda, of Xant^p^ thi^^f^ 
Ifftf lady, of Delia the chariot-driver, of Mnaur Bettjf i3f» 
huntress, of Daphne the critic, of Lemira the sick lady, of the 
female Philosopher, of the Theologist, of the languid lady, of 
7%alestris the stvearcr, of Lyce the old beauty, of Lacinia, of 
a Wftnph of spirit, of Julia the manager, of Alicia the! daoen, 
of Qio the slanderer, of the affected Asttaria, of the female 

• Atheist, 
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tfee'bes^ on the characters of women, in the 
j^-ear 1727; that is, eight years before thig epistle 
of Pope. Dr. Young was one of the most ami- 
able and benevolent of men ; most exemplary in 
fciis life, and sincere in his religion.* Nobody 
ever said more brilliant things in conversation. 
The late Lord Melcombe informed me, that 
wJien he and Voltaire were on a visit to his Lord- 
slrilp at Eastbury, the English poet was far supe- 
rior 

«*«irfrf, and of the female Gamater, are all of them draw* 
^^K-tb tmth and spirit, And the introductions U> these twoi, 
■^-tlres, particularly the address to the incomparable Lady 
^^«tly Germain, are perhaps as elegant as any thing in our 
■^nguage. After reading these pieces, so full of a knowledge 
*^£^ the world, one is at a loss to know what Mr. Pope could 
■*»can by saying, that though Yoia^ wa« a man of genius, 
yet that Ik viarued 



* Mr. Walter Harte assured me, he had seen the pressing 
'efter that Dr. Young wrote to Mr. Pope, urging him to write 
■onething on the aide of Revelation, in order to take off the 
impressions of those doctrines -which the Essay on Man wert; 

■upposed to convey. He alluded to this in the conclusion fi( 

kiia first Night-Thought. 

O bad he press'd his theme, pursu'd the track 
Which opens out of darkness into day ! 
O had he mounted on his wing of fire, 
Sosr'd where I sink, and sung immortal man ! 
How had be blest manki ad, and rescu-'d lae V 



I 

4 
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rior to the French, in the variety imd Ae mM^ \v 
of his bon mots and repaitccft ; ud Lofi Md* 
combe was himself a good jndgr rf wit; and hn* 
mour, of which he himself had a great portjoo. 
if the friendship with which Dr. Yoting hoMtl^ 
ed me, does not mislead me, 'I think I ttayirtt* 
ture to affirm, that many high strokes of dtarnd- 
ter in his Zanga^ many sentiments ' and innigetift 
his Night-Thoughts^ and many strong and IW- 
cible descriptions in his Paraphrase on Job^ nitrk 
him for a sublime and original genius. Thougb 
at the same time I am ready to confess, that he 
is not a correct and eqiia^l writer,* and was too 
often turgid and hyperbolical 

15. See how the world its veterans rewarclii, 
A yotith of frolics^ an old age of cards; 

iFar 

* So little sensible are we of our own TaiperfectioiiSy tkat 
the very last time I saw Dr. Young, he was severely ceaflar* 
ing and ridiculing the false pomp of fustian writers, and t^ 
nauseousness of bombast. I remember he said, that such tor* 
rents of eloquence were muddy as well a4 noisy i and t^at theat 
violent suftd tumulttifms authors put him Iq mind of aoasnge 
in Milton, B. ii. v. 539. 

-■ . • ■ • ■ • 

■ - • ^ 

Others, with raist Typhaean rage more fell. 
Betid up 'both MMrks aad hills;^ and ride the idr " ' 
'*' In whirlwind. Hell scarce holds the wild uproar. 



■•■'.• 



- Young without ibren, old without a friend ; 
Ntid |Jiv4^i^loi^i|^ <|««^ forgot. 

•»uSfeW^py/%''^<?<^/^af^.a>^y strpngin thew 
-fe^VidfiH^.sFJ^ favourite figure with our poet : 

iWis^'iffiH* kr^^f ..:■ ^X^. '.'^ ^'^ traui^^tiou of the 



• J " Vi 



J , ♦ Ver. 243. 

f V oltaire speaks thns of La Motte : ao popular and acute 
a critic may^ perhaps, be attended to.-^^iJtu-Ilfeii d?^cbaufiW. 
«Hi g^nie en t&chant de copier les sublimes peintures d'Ho- 
m^re, il voulut lui donner de Tesprjlt ; c'es( la Manie de la 
plikpart des Fran9ois ; une esp^ce de pointe ^qu'ibappellent un 
trait, one petite antith^se, un liger oontraste de indb leur 
siimt.-^-The following lines are instances : 

iR^i' pj|> p|fenw les dieux, mais par des sacrifices . 
De ces dieux irrit^s on fait des dieux propices^ 

•101 sioiic J&ri.l .'..v. .. • ' ■ : • •• » .. 1? 

^^ii^ iPillit^^ cattpV^cria dans we joie extr^me» 
d;i>''^^4}ue ie faincr**t-il point, il s'est vaincu lai meme. 

I must only just add, that La Motte, in all the famous dis- 
pute about ^h4| aofQi^nts, ney^r s^i(i| a thin|^ so ill-K^unded, and 
so void ^ tafte^;.*? the >fo]jipy)ri^||; wprds of Uiewe Voltaire : 

" Homert 



'-■ •*■.•; ; ^..••.'•^' 
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and which Dryden has but rarely nsed in his 
Virgil. Our author seldom writes many lines to- 
gether without an antithesis. It must be allowed 
sometimes to add strength to a sentiment, by aft 
opposition of images; but too frequiently re- 
peated, it becomes tiresome and disgustiag. 
Rhyme has almost a natural tendency to betrays 
writer into it. But the purest authors have dc* 
spised it, as an ornament pert, and puerile, tsA 
epigrammatic. Seneca^ Pliny, Tacitus^ and later 
authors, abound in it. Quintilian has sometime^ 
used it with much success ; as when he speaks o^ 
style ; Magna, non nimia ; sublimis, non abrupt 
ta ; severa, non tristis ; la&ta, non luxuriosa f 
plena, non tumida. And sometimes TuUy; a^ 
Vicit pudorem libido, timorem audacia, rationenE 
amentia. But these writers fall into this mode oT" 
speaking but seldom, and do not make rt their 

constant ^ 



" Homere n' a jamais fait r^pandre de pleurs/* Affectus qwi- 
dem vel illos mites vel hos concitatos, nemo erit tam indoctuM 
qui non in sua potestate hunc auctorem habuisse fateatur. 
Quintilian, lib. 10. cap. 1. Had Voltaire ever read Quin- 
trlian ? or rather, had he ever read Homer — in the original } 
'* If Boileau (said the Prince of Conti) does not write against 
Perrault,:! will go myself to the Academy, and I will writ^ 
upon hiS seat. Bruits, you ar€ asleep,^*, 
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ctmstmt Mkd gemrdl manner^ Those moderns 
who hfJfip iiQt acquired a triie taste fpr the sim* 
plicity of the best ancients,^ have generally run 
into a frequent use of point, opposition, and cow- 
trast. They wlio begin to study painting, are 
stnaek at first with the pieces of the most vivid 
colouring ; they aj'e almost ashamed to own, that 
they do not relish and feel the modest and re* 
lerved ibeauties of Raphael. The exact propor-" 
tbn of St. Peter's at Rome, occasions it not to 
appear so great as it really is. 'Tis the same in 
writing; but, by degrees, we find that Lucan^ 
Martial, Juvenal, Q. Curtius, and Florus, and 
others of that stamp, who abound in figures that 
Qontribute to the false florid, in luxuriant meta- 
phors, in pointed conceits, in lively antitheses. 
Unexpectedly darted forth, are contemptible for 
the very causes which once excited our admira- 
tion. Tis then we relish Terence, Csesar, and 
Xenophon. 

16. Kept dross for Dachesses, Me world ikall know it^ 
To you gave sense, good-hamour, and a poet.f 

L2 The 

^ See v^hat Dionysius says of Isocrates, p. 99> v. 2, Edit. 
Sylb. There are no antitheses iu Demosthenes. 
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The world shall know fV— ^is an Qmneaniog 
pression, and a poor expletive into which t>u 
poet was forced by the rhyme.* 

Maudit soit le premier, dont la Terre insent^^ 
Dans les boraes d' un vers renferma sa pens^e^ 
£t doQQant a ses mots one ^troite prison, 
. Vonlnt ayec la rime enchainer la FaisoD.f 



f \ ^ 



Rhyme also could alone be the occasion of- ^bff 
following faulty expressions^ taken too fiom 
some of his most finished pieces : 



Not Caesar's Empress would / deign to 
If Queensberry to strip there's no compelling'^ 
Rapt into future times the hard begun — 
Know all the noise the busy world cam keep-^^ 
If true, a woful likeness, and if lyes — 
Nothing so true as what you once let fall — 
For Virtue's self may too much zeal be had^^ 
' can no wants endure-^ 



Nay, 



* La Rime g6ne plus qu'elle n' ome les Ters. Elle les 
charge d'Epith^tes; elle rend souvent la diction fbre^e»,& 
pleine d' une vaine panire. En allongant les diseoufi, elle 
les affoiblit. Souvent on a recours a un vers inutile, ponr en 
*amener un bon. Fenelon to M. De la Motte. Lettre% p. 
62. A Cambray, 26 Janyier,.1719. 

t Boileaa. Sat 2. ▼. 55. 



tj 
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?, half in heaven exeqtt iska^t mighty odi-^ 
can have no fivw-^ 
on such a world we fall'^ 



\ take scandal at a sparh^^ 

• do the knack, and do the feat^^ 



And more instances might be added, if it were 
not disagreeable to observe these straws in am- 
ben But . if rhyme occasions such incon- 
venienci^B and improprieties in so exact a writer 
ac our author, what can be expected from infe* 
rior versifiers ?* It is not my intention . to 
^ter into a trite and tedious discussion of the 
several merits of rhyme and blank verse. Per- 
haps rhyme may be properest for shorter pieces ; 
for lyric, elegiac, and satiric poems ; for pieces 
^bere closeness of expression, and smartness of 

L S style, 

*' Our author tgld Mr. Harte, that, in order to disguise his 
^^ing the author of the second epistle of the Essay on Man, 

^^ made, in the first edition, the following bad rhyme : 

» 

A cheat ! a whore ! who starts npt at the fumiet 
In all the inns of court, or Drury-Lane f* 

And Habtb remembered to have often heard it urged, in 
^^quiries about the i[uthor, whilst he was unknown, that it 
^^« impossible it could be Pope's, on account of this tery 
ge. Pope inserted many good lines in Warte's Essay on 
^«o», 

* Ver.205. 
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Style, are expected : but for subjects of a liig|het 
order, where any enthusiasm or emotion is Id b^ . 
expressed, or for poems of a greater lengtlii 
blank verse is undoubtedly preferable. An epi^ 
poem in rhyme appears to be such a sort of thin^t 
as the .^neid would have been if it had bee^A 
written, like Ovid's Fasti, in hexameter and pc; 
tamer verses ; and the reading it would have bee 
as tedious as the travelling through that 
long, strait, avenue of firs, that leads from 
caw to Peiersburgh. I Avill give the reader Mi 
Pope's own opinion on this subject, and in hi 
own words, as delivered to Mr. Spence: 
have nothing to say for rhyme ;* but that I doiib 

1 



* Boileau, whose practice it was to make the second line o 
a couplet before the first, haying written (in his second satife 
this line, 

Dans mes vers recousus mettre en pieces Malberb^ 

it was thought impossible by La Fontaine and Molier^ ani 
other critical friends, for him to find a prc^r rhyme for 
irord Malherbe : at last he hit upon the following; 

* £t transposant cent fois & le nom & le Terbe. 

Upon shewing which line to La Fontaine, he cried out, ^ Ah 
bow happy have you been, my friend ! I would give the ve 



tt 
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l£ a poem c^^ support itself without it in our Ian- 
g^uage^ unless it be stiffened with such strange 
kiroccU as are likely to destroy our language itself. 
rhe high style that is affected so much in blank 
-rerse, would not have been supported even in 
l^iltony had not his subject turned so much on 
(ucjhi strange and out of the world things as it 
ioes."* May we not, iowever, venture to ob- 
serve, that more of that true harmony whicii will 
best support 9l fotvdf will result from a ir^^te^^ of 
pauses, and from an intermixture of those dif- 
ferent feet (iambic and trochaic particularly) 
into which our language naturally falls, than 
from the uniformity of similar tertninations ? 



\>eat of all my Tales to have nouade such a discovery,'* So im- 
portant in the eyes of the French poets is a lucky rhyme ! 

Vohairc gives us the foHowing ane<:dote. Questions sur I'En- 
^c^Joped. Partie 5, 25$ page. " Je me souviendrai to^jqurs 
que je demandai au c^l^bre Po.pe^ pourquoi Milton n'avait pas 
T\m6 son Paradis perdu ; & qu^il me r^pondit^ Because lie could 
iiua; parce quMl ne le pouvait pas.^-^-But the -most kannemMis 

Df rhymers has said^ *' What rhyme adds to sweetness^ it 

takes away from sense/' Dkyden. — ^The rhymes in V Allegro 

and // Penseroso are just and correct. 

♦ But there are many passages in Milton of the most flow- 
ing softness and smoothness^ without any marks of this high 
style^ any hard or antiquated \vords, or hatsh inversions^ which 
are by no roean.s essential to blank verse. 



V Perr dm ic; m Mmi^*' says CowjLEi;-./'.in(i 
mUy one ttote/* , ^ ^:'yj 






jf 



« i' 



- -A 



^ 



17. Blest paper^redii ! lart and best npfdy ! 
That lends corruption lighter wings to flj ! 
Cold, imp'd by thee, can compass hardest things 
Can pocket Scafeei^ can fetch or carry Kinga; 
A single leaf shall waft an army o'er. 
Or ship off Senates to a distant shore ; 
A leafy like Sybils^, scatter to and fro 
Our fates and fortunes, as the winds shall bloir ; 
Pregnant with thousands, * flits the scrap unseen. 
And silent sells a King, or buys a Qneen.f 



^^ Not one of my works (said Pope to Mrl 
Spence) was more laboured than my Epistle cm 
the Use of Riches.** It does, indeed, abound in 
knowledge of life, and in the justest satire. The 
lines above quoted, have also the additional me- 
rit of touching on a subject that never occurrtd 
to former satirists. And though it was difficult 
to say any thing new about avarice, '' a vicie 
that has been so pelted (says Cowley) with good 
sentences,'' yet has our author done it so success- 

ftilly. 



* The word Jftff heightens the satire, by giving us the strcmg 
idea of an obscene and ill-omened bird. 

: t Of the Use of Riches, v. sg. 
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ful^9 th^ this e^fstle^ tog;e«lie»'^i¥ith *^Loft4 hA^ 

cok'9 thirty- third JJ^^oy, contains almodt all that 

can be said on the use and abuse of riches, and 

the absurd extremes of avarice and profusion. 

Cut our po^t has enlivened his precepts witli so 

many various characters, pictures, and images, 

^s may entitle him to claim the preference over ' 

^I that have treated on this tempting Subject, 

4down from the time of the Plutus of ^risto- 

2>hanes. That very lively and amiable old poble- 

:xnaii, the late Lord Bathuust, told me, *' that 

^e^ was much surprised to see what he had iVith 

jrepeated pkasure so often read as an epistk ad- 

■^ressed to himself, in this edition converted into 

^ dialogue; in which,'* said he, ** I perceive I 

really make but a shabby and indifferent figure^ 

and contribute very little to the spirit of the 

'^ialoguCj if it must be a dialogue; and I hope I 

"had generally more to say for myself in the many 

charming conversations I used to hold with Pos^£ 

dnd Swift, and my old poeticalfriends."> .- ijij; • 

] 8. A Statesman's slumbers how this speech would spoil ! 
^f Sir, Spain has sent a thousand jars of oil ; ._ ^ 

Huge bales of British cloth blockade the door ; 

■ ■ ' . ' J" ■ '. .. 

A hundred oxen at your levee roar."* 



♦ Ver. 55. 



Nothing 
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Nothing can exceed this ridicule of the many 
xnconveniencies that would have encumbered in^ 
Imny^ by bribing and by paying tn land. The 
following examples carry the satire still higher^ 
and can hardly be thought to be excelled by any 
strokes of irony and humour in the best parts of 
Horace, Juvenal, or Boileau* 

His Grace will game ; to White's a ball be led. 
With * spurn ing heels, and with a butting head. 
To White's be carry'd, as to ancient f games. 
Fair coarsen^ vases, and allnring dames. 
Shall then Uzorio, if the stakes he sweep. 
Bear home six whores, and make his lady weep? 
Or soft Adonisy so perfom'd and fine. 
Drive to St. James's a whole herd of swine ?{ 

We can only lament that our author did not 
live long enough to be a witness of the midnight 

(or 



• As a consecrated beast to a sacrifice; and alludiDg t* 
Virgil, with mnch pleasantry : 

Jam coma petat, & pedibns qui spargat arenam. 

f Alluding to the prizes that Achilles bestows in the games 
^ Homer. Iliad. 25. b. 



X Ver. 67. 
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(oi< ttioWiing) orgies of the garaesiters at BaOOKS's. 
What k subject for the severity of his satire ! 
Perhaps ure might have seen men 

Safe from the bar^ the pulpit, and the thNHke, 
Yet toQchM and sham'd by ridicule alone ! 

For surely that vice deserves the keenest invec- 
tive, which, more than any other, has a natural 
and invincible tendency to narrow and to harden 
the heart, by impressing and keeping up habits of 
selfishness. ^^ I foresee (said Montesquieu to 
a friend visiting him at La Brede) that gaming, 
will, one day, be the ruin of Europe. During 
play, the body is in a state of indolence^ and 
the mind in a state of vicious activity." 

19. Damn'd to the mines^ an equal fate botides 

The slave that digs it, and the slave that hides.* 

f This is plainly taken from the causes of the 
decay of Christian Piety. ** It has always been 

held 

* Ver. 109. 

t See the Adventurer, No. 63, published 175 J. The re^. 
flection with which Chaktres's epitaph, in this epistle, con* 
eludes, is from La Bruyere. 
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held (says this excellent writer) the severM^ 
treatment of slaves and male&ctors, damnare ad 
metalla, to fdrce them to dig hi the mines ihkyw- 
this is the covetous man's lot, from which he Is 
never to expect a release. ** And the character '6f 
Helluo, the glntton, who exclainied, eveninhiaf 
last agonies, (at the end of the first of these 
epistles,) 



\ » 



then bring the jowl ! 

J • 
" I ■ ' * 

is clearly borrowed from the conclusion df one of 
the tales of La Fontaine : 

Puis (qa'il faut que je meure 

« 

Sans faire tant de fa^on, 

Qu' on m' apporte tout a V heure 

Le reste de mon poisson. 

So true is that candid acknowledgment which 
our author makes in his sensible preface, '^ I 
fairly confess that I have served myself all . I 
could by reading/' But the noble passage I shall 
next quote, he has not borrowed from any writer. 
It is intended to illustrate the usefulness, in the 
hands of a gracious Providence, that results from 

the 
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the ji^tremes of avarice and profusion; and it 
i^ufs^ to the leading principle of pur author'a 
pl)iU)sophyy nauiely, that contrarieties, - and. var 
rieti^, and excesses^ in the moral as well as the 
naturid world, by counter-poisiug and counter-^ 
^working each other, contribute ultimately to the 
im^ and beauty of the whole. 

I 

Hear then the truth : '* 'tis Heav'n each passion sends. 
And different men directs to different ends ; 
Extremes in nature equal good produce^ 
Extremes in man concur to general use« 
. Ask we what makes one keep, and one bestow } 
That Pow'r who bids the ocean ebb and flow^ 
Bids seed-time, harvest, equal course maintaiii, 1 ' 

Thro* reconciled extremes of drought and rain ; 
Builds life on death, on change duration founds. 
And gives th' eternal wheels to know their rounds/** 

Voltaire has, in many parts of his works, 
besides his Candide, and his Philosophical Die- 
iitmary^ exerted the utmost eflForts of his wit and 
argument, to depreciate and destroy the doctriile 
of Optimism, and the idea that 



Th* eternal art educes good from' ill. 



>i. ■ • • •'■ ' ' 



<) 



f Ver. 15gf. 
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Heiinagioes, absurdly enough, that the onl)^ 
9olid method of accountiBg for the origin of* 
evil, consistently with the other attributes of 
Ood, is not to allow his omnipotence.^ Sa ptti^*- 
aance est tr^ grande ; mais qui nous a dit qu'elle 
est infinie, quand ses ouvrages nous montremt le 
contraire? Quand la seule ressource qui nous 
Teste pour le disculper est d* avouer que son pon- 
voir n* a pu triompher du mal physique & moral?'* 
Certes, jVime mieux Tadorer bom6 que mechant. 
Peut^tre dans la vaste machine de la nature, \t 
bien r a-t-il emport6 necessairement sur le mal, & 
Tetemel artisan a ixk forc6 dans ses moyens, en 
faisant encore (malgr^ tant de maux) ce qu'il avait 
de mieux. f 

Voltaire, after having run the full career of 
infidelity and scepticism, seems to have sunk at 
last into absolute fatalism. The sentiments are, 
indeed, put into the mouth of Memhiu^ the 

fiiend 



* See also Hume's Dialogues concerning Natural Religion, 
8yo. 1779. 

•f Questions sur PEncyclopedie, 9 parti e, p. 348. -So in*. 
conclnsiTe and unphilosophical an assertion, deserves ngOtsen* 
ous confutation. 
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iriend and patron of Lucretius, and addressed 
to Cicero ; this being the method the French 

philosopher took to acquaint us with his own 

thoughts. 

Je suis done ramen^ malgrS moi 'k cette an- 
cienne id^e que je vois ^tre la base de tous les 
syst^meSy dans laquelle tous les philosophes re- 
tombent apr^s mille detours, & qui m'est d^mon* 
tr6e par toutes les actions des hommes, par le$ 
miennes, par tous les 6v6nemens que j'ai lus, quQ 
j'ai vus, & auxquels j'ai eu part ; c'est le fata- 
lisme, c*est la n^cessit^ dont je vous ai d^j^ 
parl^.* 

$0. Like some lone Chartreux stands the good old hall^ 
Silence without^ and fasts within the Wall ; 
No rqfter^d roofs with dance and tabor sound. 
No noontide bell invites the country round : 
Tenant<< with sighs the smoakless towVs survey. 
And turn th' unwilling steeds another way : 
Benighted wanderers, the forest o'er. 
Curse the saif'd candle, and unop^ning door ; 

While 



♦ *' He must have a very good stomach (says Mr, Gray) that 
can digest the Crambe recocta of Voltaire. Atheism is a vile 
^isK, though all the cooks of France combine to make new 
sauces for if Letters, quarto, page 385. 

i 
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' • ' • M '.It ' 

Wbile the gaunt mastifl^ growlimg at the gate, 
Affrights the beggar, whom he l<Mig8 to eat»*' ' >< -' 

In the worst ioa's worst room, with mat haff'hnhgi ' 
The floors of plaisier, and the vnilis qfdmig, .' * 
Oa oace a^^ocib-bed, bat repaired with UraWp 
With tape-ty^d curtains, never meant to draw. 
The George and Carter dangling from tfaatbedf- 
Where iawdryydlmD strove with dir^ red. 
Great Villiers lies.f 



The use, the force, and the excellence of lan-» 
guage, certainly consists in raising clear, conh 
pletCy and circumstantial imag^, and in turning 
readers into spectators. I have quoted the two 

« 

preceding passages as eminent ex^unples of this 
excellence, of all others the most essential in 
poetry. Every epithet here used, paints its ob- 
ject, and paints it distinctly. After having passed 
over the moat full of cresses, do you not actually 
find yourself in the middle court of this forlorn 
and solitary mansion, overgrown with docks and 
nettles? And do you not hear the dog tBat is 
going to assault you ? Among the other fbrtu- 
nate circumstances that attended Homer, it was 
not one of the least, that he wrote before geneiyU 

. • * 

and 

:>;.- i 

*Ver. 187. f Ver.299. 



r. 
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^.jtract terms were invented. Hence his 

Mqsc (like his own Helen standing on the walls 
of Troy) points out every perjt>«, aud thing, ac- 
curately, and forcibly. All the views and pros- 
pects he lays before us, appear as fully and per- 
fectly to the eye, as that which engaged the at- 
tention of Neptune when he was sitting, (Iliad, 
I b. 13. V. IS.) 

'TiJ'ti i'" sutfttaTtit Mfu^i 2:aijM itiWO'aTi!, 



;. Those who are fond of generalities, may think 

^ the number of natural, little circumstances, in- 

U troduced in the beautiful narration of the expe- 

i.- ditionof DoLON and Diomede, (Book the 10th,) 

\ ioo particular a.nA trifling, and below the dignity 

of Epic poetry. But every reader of a just 

: ^ taste, will always admire the minute description 

!^ of the helmet and crest at verse the E57th; the 

clapping of the wings of the heron, which they 

, could not see; the squatting down among the 

' \ dead bodies till Dolon had passed ; Ulysses hiss- 

\, ag to Diomede as a signal ; the striking the 

VOL. II. M horses 



l69 I»^AY cm TRE^SKltJS' 

horses with h\& hovr, because he bad farg^tttn- to 
bring his whip with him ; and the innumemble 
circumstances which make this narration so iioely^ 
so dramatic, and so interesting. Half the Iliai) 
and the Odyssey might be quoted as examples of 
this way of writing : So different from the un- 
finished, half-formed figures, presented, to us by 
many modern writers. How much is the pathe^ 
tic heightened by Sophocles, when, speaking of 
Deianira determined to destroy herself, and tak- 
ing leave of her palace, he adds a circumstance 
that Voltaire would have disdained ! 



KA«(/» } opyaivu9 or« 



favcrtt&f ois t^^jpnro ^ttKauet vfi^ot^* 



Among the Roman poets, Lucretius will furnish 
many instances of this sort of strong painting. 
Witness his portrait of a jealous man, Book the 
4th, V. 1130. 



Aut quod in ambiguo verbum jaculata reliquit; 
Aut nimhitn jactdre ocnloai, aliumve tueri 
Quodputaf^ in vuUiique videt vestigia risiis; 



Of 



* Trachluise, t.'922. 
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Of tphigeuia going to be sacrificed at the mo-^ 

■■*■ ' ■ mjestum ante aras astare parentem 
Sensit^ & hunc propter ferrum celare ministros** 

Of Fear, in fiook iii. v. 155* 

' * ' ' ' ■ . 

Sudbrem itaque & pattotem exiistef^ toto 
- .■■ C^tpore ; &; i^firif^ lioguam ; vocemque aboriri^ 
Caligare ocvUos; sonef enures; mccidere antus. 

Without specifying the various strokes of na- 
ture with which Virgil has described the prog^ 
nostics of the weather in his first Georgic, let us 
only consider with what energy he has enumerated 

* v 

and particularized the gestures and attitudes of 
his dying Dido : No five verses ever contained 
more images, or images more distinctly ex- 
pressed : 

Ilia graves oculos coilata attotlere, rurstts 
Deficit I inExum stridet sub pectore vulnus t 
Ter sese attoUens, cubitoque innixa levaviti 
Ter revoluta toro est : oculisque erraruibus, alto 
Qusesivit caelo lucein> ingemuitque rep^rtsi.f 

M S The 

* Book 1. V. 21. t -fitt. iv. 6fta. 
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Tlie words ot Virgil have here painted tlic iyii^ 
Dido as powerfully as the pencil of RejfiMAhfii 
done when she is just dead. 



"».; y 



• But none of the Komah writers has dis^yed 
a greater force and vigour of imaginafidti'tii^ 
Tacitus, who was, in truth, a great poet.* With 
what an assemblage of masterly strokes has he 
exhibited the distress of the Roman antty^luulc^ 
Ccecitiaj in the first book of the Antiady \ Nd'^ 
per diversa inquies; cum barbari festis eptiH^ 
ta^to cantu, aut iruci sonore, subjecta valliuni a6 
resultantes saltus, complerent* * Apud Romano^ 
irrcalidi ignes, inlerruptce voces, atqiie ipsi passiin 
aajaceixnt vallo, oberrarent tentoriis, insomn^ 
magis quam pervigiles, ducemque terniit d&ra 
quies. And what a spectre he then immediately 
calls up, in the style of Michael Angelo! 
Nam Quinti lium Varum, sapguine oblitum, & pa- 
ludibus emersum, cernere & audire visus est^ velut 

vocantem, 



* 4t 



The Cyropadia of Xenophon is vague and languid ; the 
Anabasis circumstantial and animated ;" says the learned and 
ingenious Historian of the Decline and Fall of the Roman £»• 
pire, Vpl, ii. p, 467. 
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WHWtjtcm^ BQu tamen obsecutm, & mmum inten- 

■"'•■•# 5 

A celebrated foreigner, the Count Algarotti, 
has pa^ed. the^^^^f^^^ censur^ on our poetry, 

a^.^tefici^njl; ia this, respect : .^ 

4 < - - —'....- •.-■•. Jvi 

' - J * -A ^ 

. ** X^; Pf^j^sia dei popyji settentrionali pare a me^ 
4:bf^ genfr^lmente parlando, consista pi{l dj /»€7;- 
^iifSfii chp d'immagini, si conipiaccia delle rifle^- 
sipne equaloiente che dei sentimenti : non sia 
jCos^ partiqolareggiata^ e pittoresca come e la nos- 

trau , yirgilio a cagione d'esempio rappresentando 

' ■ "' • ' ' .1 . . "^ . 

I^dqne quando esce a)la cacpia fa una tal d^scri- 



. . ■ .• • , .r. 



ziQue del suo vestimento, che tutti i ritrattisti. 
Iciggendo quel passo, la vestirebbono a un mpdo : 



• Tandem progreditar> magn^ stipante caterva, 
Sidoniam picto chlaraydem circumdata limbo; ' ^ 

. Ctti pharetra ex auro, crines.nodantur in aurumi .. 
Aurea purpuream siibnectit fibuli vestem. 



■'' * ■* rf >-'-'■. 



Non cosi il Miltono quando descrive la nuda 
bellezza di Eva : 



• ■•-i. 



Ms Grace 
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Grace was in all her steps, heaven in her eye | 
In every gesture, dignity and love. 

Coii quella parole generale, e astratte idee di 
grazia,' cielo, amore, e maest^ non pare a lei dbe 
ognu o si formi in mcnte una Eva a posta sua?"* 

It must, indeed, be granted, that tins passage 
giv^ no distinct and particular idea of the per^ 
$on of Eve ; but in how many others has MiltOn 
drawn his Jigures, and expressed his images, with 
WC7^gy and distinctness ? 

Under a coronet his flowing hair 

In curls on either cheek playM ; wings he wore 

Of many a coloured plume, sprinkled with gold 5 

His hahit fit for speed succinct, and held ' ^ 

Before his decent steps a silver wand.f 

Dire was the tossing, deep the groans ; despair 
Tended the sick, busiest from couch to couch : 
^nd over them triumphant Death his dart 
^l^ook;; but delayM to strike.^ 



Frott^ 



* See his works. Livorno. t. 8. 

•f Par. Lost, b. iii. v. 640. 

J B. xi. V. 48a. 
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: Prom bis slack hand the garland, wreatli'd fur Eve, 
Down dropt, and all the faded roses shed ; 
Speechless he stood, and pale!* 



And Spenser, the master of Milton, so much ■ 
abounds in portraits peculiarly marked, and 
strongly created, that it is difHcult to know 
which to select from this copious magazine of 
the most lively painting. Tlie same may be said 
of Shakespeare, whose little touclies of na- 
ture it is no wonder Voltaire could not relish, 
who affords no example of this beauty in his 
Henriade, and gives no proofs of a picturesque 
fancy, in a work that abounds more in declama- 
tion, in moral and political reflections, than in 
poetic images; in which there is little cAarflcffr, 
and less nature ; and in which the aiitliar himself 
appears throughout the piece, and is himself the 
hero of his poem.-\ 

I have dwelt tlie longer on this subject, be- 
cause I think I can perceive many symptoms, 
M 4 even 



t As much as the author has Tentured to censure the epic 
poem of Voltaire, yet he greatly admires many of his trage- 
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even among writers of eminence, of dcpartiflj 
from these irue, and lively, and minute represen- 
tations of Nature, and of dtvelUng in generalities. 
To these I oppose tlie testimony of, perhaps, the 
most judicious and elegant cricic among the an- 
cients. Proculdubio qui dicit expugnatam esse 
civitatem, complectitur omnia qu;£cunque talis 
fortuna recipit : sed in affectus minus penetrat 
brevis hie velut iiuntius. At si aperias hsec quK 
vevbo uno inclusa erant, apparebunt effusse per 
domos ac templa Jiammm, & ritentium tectorum 
fragor, & ex diversis clamoribus unus quidam 
sonus ; aliorum fuga incerta ; alii in extremo 
comple.ru suorum cohajrentes, & infantium fxrai- 
narumque ploratus, & mal^ usque in ilium diem 
servati fato scnes; turn ilia profanovum sacro- 
ninique direptio, effereniium prsdas, repetentium- 
que discursus, &; acii ante suum quisque prsedo- 
nem catenati, & conata retinere infantem suum 
matery & sicubt majus lucrum est, pugna inter i 
victores. Licet enim ha;e omnia, ut dixi, com- 
plectatur ecersio. Minus est tamen totum di-i 

CERE, QUAM OMNIA.* 

21. WhJ 

I. cap. 9. Aad si?e also a passa^re q 
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Who hung with woods yon raountaln'a sultry bronr? 
"^iom the dry roct who bade the waters flow? 

Nnt to the * skies in uaeleas coluiunfi lost. 

Or in [iroud fulls iiiagiiiGt:enlly lo.st; 

Bat clear and artless, pouring ihvo' the plain, 
jHealth to the sick, and solace to the swain. U ^''H!l 

\V^e cauHeway parts the vale with shady fowslmj^p 

Whose seats the weary traveller repose ? 

Who taaglit that heav'n-directed spire to rise ? 

'• The JtlAN of Ross,'' each li.^ping babe replies. 

Behold the market-place with poor overspread 1 

ne ^an of Ross divides the weekly bread. 



■ .n... ■>-■.•: '■■■■ . .■^■■-''i 

* t^ifc*!^ ^he learned commentator, in his note on thisgaapj 

s-ig*. given an illuslra 

fcUowlD^ words } 



I ratlier hard and far-soi 



of fashio 



ell ridicules the mana$ 
ilumns aspiring to'fjnip^ 
from. the heaven- directed 
i; as the eTprtssioa in the second 
if it, in Jolting yroudlt/, to no pur- 
ay be Gaitl of a note that follows, ■ 



the first !i 
ible magnificence; thi 
the skies, in a very different i 
spire in the verse that follows; a 
line exposes the meannas of it, 
po»(i," — perhaps the 
on verse 333. 

" Cutler and Brutus, dying, both exclaim. 
Virtue and wealth 1 what are ye but a name ! 

Tiierc is a greater beauty in this compariKon than the comrauQ 
reader is aware of. Brutus was, in morals at least, a Sioic, 
like his uncle. Now Sioicul virtue was, as our author truly 
tells us, not extrcise, but apatky. Contracted all, retiring to the 
breast. In a word, like Sir J. Cutler's jjursc, nothing for nse. 
but kept close shut, and centered all within himself. Now vir' 
Air and xaeallh, thu^ circumstanced, are, indeed, no other than 
mere names." 



i 



\ 



170 ESSAY ON THE CJENIXTS 

He feeds yon alms-house^ neat, bat void of state. 
Where Age and Want sit smiling at the gate : 
Him portionM maids^ apprenticed orphans bleS^ 
The young who labour, and the o)d who 



/. 



These lines, which are eminently beautiful^ 
particularly. one of the three last, conteiDing a 
fine prosopopoeia, have conferred immortality on 
a plain, worthy, and usefnl citizen of Hereford- 
shire, Mr. John Kyrle, who spent his long life in 
'ladvancing and contriving plans of public utility. 
The Howard of his time ; who deserves to be 
celebrated more than all the heroes of PiNBAit* 
The particular reason for which I quoted tlienE^ 
. was to observe the pleasing effect that the use of 
•<!ommon and familiar words and objects^ judi- 
ciously managed, produce in poetry. Such as 
are here the words, catiseway^ seatSy spire, marhei- 
placCy alms-housCy apprenticed. A fastidious deli- 
cacy, and a false refinement, in order to avoid 
meanness, have deterred our writers from the in- 
troduction of such words ; but Dryden often 
hazarded it, and gave by it a secret charm, and a 
natural air to his verses, well knowing of what 

consequence 



* Ver.25S. 
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consequence it was sometimes to soften and sub- 
due his tints, and not to paint and adorn every 
object be touched, witb perpetual pomp, and un- 
remitted splendor. 

22. Sir Baiaam now, he Uvea like other folks, 
.J He takes his chirping pint, and cracks his jokes: 

" Live like yourself," was soon my Lady's word ; 
Aodlo! two puddings sniok'd upon the board,* 

This tale of Sir Balaam, bis progress and 
ir change of manners, from being a plodding, so- 
i ber, plain and punctual citizen, to bis becoming 
' a debauched and dissolute courtier and senator, 
" abounds in mucb knowledge of life, and many 
fitrokes of true humour, and will bear to be com- 
pared with the exquisite history of Eugeuio and 
;!- Corusodea, in one of Swift's Intelligencers. 



, Lord Bathuhst, Lord Ltttelton, Spence, 
Harte, and other of bis friend?, have assured 
me, that among intimates, Pope had an admira- 
ble talent for telling a story. In great compa- 
nies he avoided speaking mucb. And in bis ex- 
amination 
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gave to Mr. Spence.* " Arts are taken from 
nature, and, after a thousand vain efforte ibr 
improvements, are best when they return to their 
first simplicity. A sketch or analysis of the first 
principles of each art, with their first consequen* 
ces, might be a' thing of most excellent service. 
Thus, for instance, all the rules of architecturet 
might be reducible to three or four heads :; the 
justness of the openings, bearings upon bear- 
ings, the regularity of the pillars, &c. That 
which is not Justin buildings, is disagreeable to 
the eye, (as a greater upon a lesser, &c.) and 
this may be called the reasoning^ of the eye. ■ in 
laying out a garden, the first and chief thing to 

be 



* ** Who had both taste and zeal for the present style/' 

says Mr. Walpole, p. 134. 

f Otir author was so delighted with Gndrmn, that fae.ditw 
up a little Latin treatise on the chief buildings of Roine» col- 
lected from this antiquarian. Mr. Gray had also an exquisite 
taste in architecture, joined to the knowledge of §n accurate 
antiquarian. See the introduction to Bentham's History of 
Ely Cathedral, supposed to be drawn up by Gray, or under 
his eye. 

{ To see all the beauties that a place was susceptible of, 
was to possess^ as Mr. Pitt expressed it, " the prophetic ^ qf 
iaste." 
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be considered, is the genius of the place. Thus 
at Riskins, now called Piercy Lodge, LorJ * * » 
should have raised two or three mounts, because 
bis situation is all a plain, and nothing can please 
without variety," 



Mr, Walpole, in his elegant and entertaining 
History of Modern Gardening, has clearly proved 
that Kent was the artist to whom the English na- 
tion was chiefly indebted for diffusing a taste in 
laying out grounds, of which the French and 
Italians have no idea. But he adds, much to the 
credit of oiir author, that Pope undoubtedly 
contributed to form Kent's taste. The design of 
the Prince of Wales's garden at Carleton Hous^ 
vas evidently borrowed from the Poet's at 
Twickenham. Tliere was a little affected mo- 
desty in the latter, -when he said, of all his 
vorks, he was most proud of his garden : and 
yet it was a singular effort of art and tas.te to 
impress so much variety andscenery on a spot of 
five acres. The passing through the gloom from 
the grotto to the opening day, the retiring and 
again assembling shades, the dusky groves, the » 
larger lawu, and the solemnity of the termination 
3 *^ 
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at the cypresses that lead up to his tnotTterV!* 

tomb, are managed with exquisite judgtneatfi i 

and though Lord Peterborough* assisted I 

•■ ^1 
To form his (Quincunx, aud lo rank hU vipe%^ 




those were not tlie most pleasing ingredig 
his little perspective. I do not koov wh[ 
the disposition of the garden at Rousbam, J 
out for General Dormer, and in my opinion the 
most engaging of all Kent's works, was not plan- 
ned on the model of Mr. Pope's, at least iti the 
opening and retiring " shades of Venus's Vale." 



It ought to he observed, that many years be- 
fore this epistle was written, and before Kent was 
employed as an improver of grounds, even so 
early as the year 1713, Pope seems to have been 
the very first person that censured and ridjcQi 



ovfiner * 



• I cannot forbear adding, in this place, the foljomnf 
anecdote from Pope to Mr. Spence, which 1 give in bis owb 
words : " Lord Peterborough, after a ^isit le Kkseioh, AtA* 
bishop of Camhray, said to me — Fenelon is a maa th^ ^a> 
cast in a particular mould, that was never made use of for any 
body else. He's a delicious rreature! But i was forced to 
get from him as soon as I possibly could, or el^c he would have 
e me pious." 
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fce fbrrnal Frencli, Dutcli, false and unnatural, 
node in gardening, by a paper in the Guardian, 
^umber 173, levelled against capricious opera- 
^ns of art, and every species of verdant sculp- 
ture, and inverted nature ; which paper abounds 
l^ith wit as well as taste, and ends with a ridicu- 
lous catalogue of various figures cut in ever- 
rens. Neither do I think that these four lines 
this epistle, 

Here Amphitriie laih thro' myrtle bowVs; ■'*'* 

There gladiators fight, or die in flow'rs: i,^y 

Un-water'd see the drooping sea-horse mouro. 
And swallowa rooai in Nilus* dusty urn," '' ■-'"■" "H"^ 

lo at all excel the following passage Jnliis Gilar- 



' A citizen is no sooner proprietor of a couple 
•f yews, but he entertains thoughts of erecting 
fkem into giants, like those of Guildhall. I know 
An eminent Cook, who beautilied bis country- 
:>eat with a coronation dinner in greens, where 
■ypu see the champion flourishing on horseback at 

'OL. ir. N one 
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RerpeM 



youth at the other. 



9» 



siu 



i '*r>J. 



But it was the vigorous and creative imsLgjffii^^ 
tion of Milton, superior to the preja4ic^: j|£ 
his times,* that exhibited in his £deii^ tJbe ^Btf* 
hints and outlines of what a beautifif I. ^ai;^ 
should be; for even his beloved A&iosxa ai^d^ 
Tasso, in their luxuriant picture of the g^nJiqK; 
of Alcina and Armjda, shewed they werenoli 
free from tlie unnatural and narrow taste of. their 
countrymen; and even his master,, Spehseb,.' 
has an artificial Joimtiun in the midst of bis^jacrf . 
of bliss. 

I cannot forbear taking occasion to reoiark; ria 
this place, that, in the sacred drama, intitlpdi^^ 
UAdamo^ written and published at Milan, ia th^ 
year 1617» by Gio» Battista ARDa£iirr«vA 
Florentine, which Milton certamly bad' Wi^^^ 
(and of which Voltaire has given so false and sOr 
imperfect an account, in his Essay on the Epic 

Pocts^) 

* How astonishiDg, thai bis spirit coold not te diminislied 
or crushed by poTerty^ danger, blindness, disgraccj solitade^ 



« « 
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Foets,) the prints that are to represent Paradise 
are full of dipt hedges, square parterres, strait 
walks, trees uniformly Jopt, regular knots and 
carpets of flowers, groves noddhig at groves, 
marble fountains, and water-works. And yet 
these prints were designed by Carlo Antonio 
Pboccachini, a celebrated landscape painter of 
his time, and of the school of the Cauhaches : 
many of those works are still admired at Milan. 
To every scene of this drama is prefixed a print 
of this artist's designing. And, as the book is 
very curious and uncommon, I intend to give a 
spedmen and analysis of it in the Appendix to 
this volume. 

It hence appears, that this enchanting art of 
modem gardening, in which this kingdom claims 
a preference* over every nation in Europe, chiefly 
owes its origin and its improvements to two great 
poets, Milton and Pope. May I be suffered to 
add, in behalf of a favourite author, and who 
q(^9^!Jll'^ /.-^i N S would 

* In CApTEtL'R Villas of tlie Ancients Illustrated, folio, 
^ndoD,. 1728, may be seen how much the celebrated Tuscan 
^illa lesembleil our gardens, as they were planned a few years 
^go. Pliny's villa was like his genius. 
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would have been a first-rate poe^ if liBistyfe Ikut 
been eqaal to his conceptions^ Aat the Seatons 
of Thomson have been very instnimeDtaljii: dif- 
fusing a general* taste for the beauties of nahnt 
and landscape ? 



.■< 



24. To boild, to plant, whatever yoa iotend, ' 
To rear the colomn, or the arch to bend* 
To swell the terrace, or to sink the grot ; 
In all, let Nature ncrer be forgot : 
Bat treat the Goddess like a modest fiur ; 
Nor oTer-dress, nor leave her wholly- bare ; 
Let not each beauty ev'ry where be ^y'd. 
When half the skill is decenUy to hide. 
He gains all pmnts who pleasingly confounds. 
Surprises, varies, and conceals the bounds.f 

The best comments that have ever been given oo 
these sensible and striking precepts, are^ Pmnt 
hill, Hagla/j the Leasotces, Perscfidd^ lFMa%' 
Stourhead,. and Blenheim ; all of them exquisite 
scenes in different styles, and fine examples of 
practical poetry. 



.■I 



25. Cemitt 



^ It is only within a few years that the picturesque sceoef 
of our own country, our lakes, mountains, cascades^ caversiy 
and castles, have been visited and described. 

t Vcr. 47. 






>^ ii^- :\ r ';-^ \ 



TJmtJeUf/tfie. waters, or to rise or fall :. 
Or helps th' ambitious hill the heav'ns to scale> 
'^i^iiiMbdd^s otf %{reKtf ^ tVeatreslHie ¥al<^ ;' 

Joins willing woodsj and varies shades from shades. 
Now breaks or now directs th' intending lines; 
Paints as you plant, and as you work designs.f 



\ ■ ' f • . ■ J I 



i ". «^ •■ ; - - .^ A "* 



Tould it not give life and vigour to thii ndble 
rimpopceia, if we were to venture to ^Iter qnly 
ne word, and reiadj in the second lititj * ^ 

- • " " .' * A 

V ■ 



f ■ ' 



He tells the w^ter^ 



■j : ij>«-» -•; ■ ' - 


,. "(i ; . •' --.t.- '.' • ' r- 


.■..,* ., ■; \.' >/ 


" / • i»*fjt;'r^ • t '■ } M » ;. i. 


a '.> ■■- . • 


' ■ • 

f " ■ ( ■ ' J , ' ^ ' . • r ■ 
• - -J " * • . ^ 


. ' ■ ■ -••? 




■"■N3''^ 


. ^ ■ ' ' ~ ■ ■• I .if •'-.•, ^ a ' - ..* _ 

instead 



^ i)r. Warburton's discoveries of some latent beauties in 
^ j^gtt^^eeiii^ t(0 ^'TaiiciM ^sEiid glmnaies^/aiid %eVer 
)(M^g||^ 11^ by the author. *l First, the Genitu ,of Hie place 
iays .this commentator) ^W/« the waters, (^r simply gives direc* 
Wr^ihtbif, he helps th' ambitions tiili^ or is a fellow-labourer: 
jiBO^Hll^llA :I)e , scoops the circHkg theatre, or xsorksi alo^ej and 
1 cAi^. Afterwards, rising fast in our idea^ of dignity,, be 
HU in the courUry, alluding to the orders of princes in their 
rogress, when accustomed to display all their state and mag* 
f|tf;^|iipe ; his character then grows sacred, he joins willing 
mds, a metaphor taken from one of the offices of the priest* 
kood ; till, at length, he becomes a divinity, and creates aii4 
lffii4» tover the whole. 

<;iil;>".' ..." ■ •-. 

Now breaks, or now directs— —^&c/< 

f Ver.;57; 



\ 



? ^ T .■ I- 
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instead of 

■ • • ■ - • 1 .• ■ ^ " \ r^ t » -^ t 

Our author is never Happier than in hjs ,9llw- 
sions to painting, an art he so mtt'chadmiredinud 
understood. So below, at verse 81, . , . . 



> ■ 



T - 1 ; ^ • ' J ■' 



The wood supports the plain, the parts umie. 

And strength of iftoie cofifendt with sAmglA of l%tf. 

Indeed, the two arts in question diffefoiify in 
the materials which they employ. Arid it -is 
neither exaggeration, or afiectation, to caill Mr. 
Brown a great painter ; for he has realized • 



• ■ ^ . • 

'J ; 



Whatever Lokkaiv ligkt-tonch'd with eofttnitfg'bttv 
Or aavage Kosa dash'd, or leami^ Poussni drc^fr.* . 






26. Still follow »ense, of eT'ry art the soul ; 

Partis answering parts, shall slide into a whole ; 
. Spontaneoiis beauties all around advance; 
Start ev*D from difficulty^ strike, from chance | ,.. ^. , ^ 
Nature shall join you ; Time shall make it gtow 
A work to wonder at— perhaps a Srow.f - - - ' '''^ 

I must 

* Castle of Indolence^ st. 38* f Vett 65* 
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I must confess (says the Earl of Peterborongli, 
Letter 34, vol. viil.) that, in going to Lord 
Cobham's, I was not led by curiosity ; I went 
thither to see what I had seen, and what I was 
sure to like. I had the idea of those gardens so 
fixed in my imagination by many descriptions, 
that nothing" surprised me; immensity and Van- 
brugh appear in the whole, and in every part. 
Your joining in your letter animal and vegetable 
beauty, makes me use this expression : " I con- 
fess the stately Sacharissa at Stow, but am con- 
tent with my little Amoret.'' (meaning Bevis 
Mount, near Southampton.) It is plain, there- 
fore, that Lord P. was not pleased with these 
gardens ; but they have, since his time, received 
many capital alterations and additions ; of which 
the ingenious author of Obseroatioyis on Modem 
Gardening has given an accurate account, and a 
minute analysis, in page 2 13 of his entertaining 
Avork ; and he concludes his description in the 
following words : " Magnificence and splendor arc 
the characteristics of Stow ; it is like one of those 
places celebrated in antiquity, which were devot- 
■ ed to the purposes of religion, and filled with 
sacred groves, hallowed fountains, and temples 
N 4 dedicated 



1 



1B4 mttAT 09-TH& OEII19» 

dcdicufcrf to several dckies^ ^tiie nsort^df disMt 
TULiiofia^ and the object of vcnenUioa-to h^-Ae 
heathen world : this pomp ii^ at Sfrovv • 'btendld 
with beauty ; and the place b equadly distinguiili^ 
ed by Its amentty and grandenr.'* 



r. I 



27. And Nero's lemces demt their walls.* 



- \ 



This line is obscure ; it is difficult to know Ifbiat 
is meant by the terraces deserting thieir walld. la 
line 171, below, is another obscurity ;— " Us 
hard heart denies f ' — it does not immediately oc- 
cur whose heart, the word is so far separated from 
the person intended. 

2S. Ev'a in an ornament its place remark^ 
Nor in an hermitage set Dr. CLAaKB.t 

These lines are as ill-placed, and as injudicious 
as the busto which they were designed to cen- 
sure. PopK caught an aversion to this excelldit 
man from Bolikgbroke, who hiated Clabkz, 
tf6t only because he had written a bb6k which 
this declamatory philosopher could not confute, 

but 

*Ver.72. fVer.n. 



I .■ • J .• • . , . ■• ...^ . A- 



■^ * 



r 



^bnteibecaxiw^.^e MTAs ^ikvonijyte of Qaeen Caao* 
5lilii^d i^m'0»T?3aathor's BiamiscripU. wece tw» 
!Jllll0i(]i^QSfJIIlDlt^t^ writer :.. . 

Let Clarke liv« bal£ .I^U d^s thci ppor^i 4^^poi^ 
Bat let him pass the other half at Court. 

His Attributes, and his Sermons, will be read and 
;?MlP^f^a'^??^^^^)^^? ^^ S^^^ rejpL3pning^ as 1^^ 

^d. At ')fimon*s. villa let us pass a day, . 
- IjO ^/ -^hfeVitH try out/ " What sums areihroWn^Way !^** 

The whole gang of maligii«int and difty fidrlb- 
blers, who envied the success and superior merit 
of Pope,' wis in^ iites 4t tliiViidficrip^io which 
they applied to the Duke of Chandos, and his 

_ house at Cjanpns. Wdsted pubjis^t^f) |i?3|, fci^o, a 
most abusive libel, entitled, Of I)tfl;nef!$ andSca^ 

i.Mj^'^'fr^ k f^^ Character, of J^d TJ^n, 

^j*c^^8a|tio^,. in her F<frjj«» addj)ej5^e4..r6, #^fr/|f{yj^a- 



«- * i ■. < 



♦ Ver. 99. 
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tor of HarmeJ* The Duke^ though at firit 
alarmed, was, it k said, aftenrards canTinotd of 
our author*s innocence. I have thought it not 
improper to insert at length the following letter, 
as it contains the most direct and positire denial 
of this fact ; as it was written at the very time 

to a private friend, and expressed all Toper's feel- 

" » . . •• 

ings on the subject ; and as it is not to )>e found 

in this edition of his works. It is addressed to 

« . . 

Aaron Hill, Esq. an affected and fustian writer.f 

but 

* These are the lines. Page 5, folio. London, for A. Dodd. 

But if ihoD see^st a great and generous heart* 
Thy boir is donbljr bent to force a dart. 
Kor only justice vainly we demand, 
Bnt eren benefits can't rein thy hand ; 
To this» or thaty alike in Tain we trust. 
Nor find thee less nngralefVil than unjust. 

f See hit Athelwood ; and his translatimi of that fine play 
Bierope, which I have fretjnently reproached Mr. Garrick for 
acting : his Poem on Acting : his Poem in Praise of Blank 

^^.Venc;, which begins thns; and which one would think was 

. .burlesque: 

Up, from Rhyme's poppied vale ! and ride the storm 
That thanders in blank verse ! 

I .See 
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-"hut who, by some meansr or other, gained tmr 
ftudior's confidence and friendship. 



■• .■;, r * 



TwkkeDhami Dec. 23, 17SI. 

"Dear Sib, 

" I THANK you for your tragedy Athelwood, 
which I have read over a sijpth time, and of 
which I not only preserve, but increase, my es- 
teem. You have been kind to this age, in not 
telling the next, in your preface, the ill taste of 
^ the town ; of which the reception you describe 

it 



See his works throughout, in 4 Tols. octavo ; from which 
the Treatise on the Bathos might hare been much enriched 
with many truly ridicubus azamples, yi%» 

Some black'^ourd Bend, some fury ris'n from hell» 
Has darken'd all discierpmeut. . Meropb» 



Thro' Might's eye 



Saw the pale murderer stalk I - Ibid. 

** * ." 

t > Some hint's officious reach had tpuch'd her ear. 



• ■ i. 



One is surprised Ibat such a writer could be& iutinlate 
friend of Bolingbroke, Pope, and Thomson. He hid; how- 
eveo the merit of being one of the very first persons yifho took 
notice of Thomson, on the publication of Winter, on which 
he wrote a complimentary copy o.f verses. See a letter Of 
Thomson's to Hill, dated Goodman's Coffee-house, 1726. 
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it to have given of your play— worse, io'dee^ 
thaa I had heard, or could have imagined — is * ■ 
more flagrant instance than any of those trifles' 
mentioned in mt/ Epistle ; which yet, I hear, t4)e 
sore vanity of our pretenders to taste flinches at 
extremely. The title you mention liadbeen' 
properer to tliat Epistle. I ha^-e heard no criti- 
cisms about it, nor do I listen after thera. Noa 
hsec novimus esse nihil. (I mean, I think the 
verses to he so :) But as you are a man of tender 
sentiments of honour, I know it will grieve you 
to hear another undeservedly charged with a 
crime his heart is free from ; for, if there is truth 
in the world, I declare to you, I never imagined 
the least application of what I said of Timon 

could be made to tlie D — of Ch s, than whom 

theie is scarce a more blameless, worthy, and gene- 
rous, bene6cent character, among all our nobi- 
lity : And if I have uot lost my senses, the town 
has lost 'cm, by what I heard so late as but two 
days ago^ of the uproar on this head. I am cer- 
tain, if you calmly read every particular of that 
description, you'll find almost all of 'em point- 
blank the reverse of tliat person's villa. It's an 
awkward thing for a man to print, in defence of 

hii 
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his.o 



1 work, 



I chir 



I know 



against 

■who, or what, you fight against; the objections 
start up in a new sliape, like the armies and> 
phantoms of magicians, and no weapon can cuti 
a mist or a shadow. Yet it would have been a- 
pleasure to me, to have found some frieud savings 
a.-wprd in my justi(icatiou, against a malicious; 
faJsdiood. I speak of such as have known, by; 
their own experience, these twenty years, that I 
always took up tlieir defence, when any stream 
of calumny ran upon them. If it gives the Duke 
one [moment's uneasiness, I should think myself 
Ul paid, if the whole earth admir'd the poetry ; 
and, believe me, would rather never have written 
a . Tcrse in roy life, than any one of 'em should 
troiible a truly good man. It was once my case 
before, but happily reconciled ; and, among ge- 
nerous minds, nothing so endears friends, as the 
having offended one another. 1 lament the ma- 
lice of the age, that studies to see its own like- 
ness in eveiy thing; I lament the dulness of it^- 
tliat cannot see an excellence. The first is my 
UQt^ppiness, the second yours. I look upon 
tiie fate of your piece, Uke that of a great trea- 
^rgi^^-which is bury'd as soon as brought to 

lisht; 



4 
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light ; but it is sure to be dug up the next ag^ 

♦ . . . ■ ■ '■'■■.' 

and enrich posterity.'* 

so. His study ! with what authors is it stor'd ? . 
In books, not authors, curious is my Lord : 
To all their d^ted backs he tarns you roond ; 
These Aldus printed, these Da Soeil has l^od : 
Lo ! some are vellum, and the rest as good. 
For all his Lordship knows ; but they are 'wooi* "^^ ■ ■ • '-^ 

There is a flatness and insipidity in the la^t^' 
cou piety much below the usual manner of onr 
author. Young has been more sprightly- and 
poignant on the same subject. 



With what, O, Codrus ! is thy fancy smit ? 
The flower of learning, and the bloom of wit. 
Thy gaudy shelves with crimson bindings glow« 
And Epictetus is a perfect beau ; 
How fit for thee ! bound up in crimson too. 
Gilt, and like them devoted to the Yiew. 
Thy books ^re furniture. Methinks 'tis hard 
That Science should be purchasM by the yard ; 
And ToNsoN, tumM upholsterer, send home 
The gUded leather tojS/ up thy room.f 

5U,Whert 



'5 s," 



* Ver. 133. 



t Universal Passion, Sat 2. 



I AND WRITINGS OK POPE. 



Si. Where j/)riw;* tlie Sainu of Verrio add Lacuekib.^ 



One single verb has marked with felicity and 
force, the distorted attitudes, the indecent sub- 
jects, the want of nature and grace, so visible 
in the pieces of these two artists, employed to 
adorn J our royal palaces and chapels, ." I can- 
not help thinking, (says Pope to Mr. Alien, In 
Letter 89, vol. ix.) and I know you will join 
with me, who have been making an altar-piece, 
tlat the zeal of the first reformers was iU-pIaced, 
in removing pictures (that is to say, examples) 
out of churches ;§ and yet suiFering epitaphs 

(that 



i 



o b'ppy i'l tl'C use of another verb beluv 



* lie U 
ferse I A3, 

The rich ImlTi-'t well-colou r'd serpents ^ucir. 

f Vcr. 1+tJ, 

I Strangp an it may secin, yet I belitve we may venture to 
«Mert, that then; is not a painted ceiling, or stair-case, in thii 
kiagilom, that we shoulU not be ashamed to shew to an intelli' 
geitt foreigner. 

\ The chapel of New Colle^, iq OxforJ, will soon receive 
a singular and invaluable oruameni; a window, the glass of 
*rhif h in stained by Mr. Jeuvis, from that eK<|iiisile picture of 
the Nativity by Sir Joshua Beynolds. 
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(tliat is to say, Batteries and false history) t 
a burthen to church-walls, and the shame as well 
as deiision of all honest men." This is the sen- 
timent, it may be said^ of a paputtcai poet; and 
yet I cannut forbear thinking it is founded on 
good sense, and religion well understood. Not- 
withstanding the illiberal and ilt-grounded rage 
which has lately been excited against Popery, 
yet I hope we may still, one day, see our places 
of worship beautified with proper ornaments, and 
the generosity and talents of our living arti&ts 
perpetuated on the naked walls of St. Paul's. 



32. To reit tbe cushion and mft Dean iDvite, 
Who never mentions heli to ears pulite.* 



« 



Tliis, it seems, was a fiict concerning a certain 
smooth, and supple, and inoffensive Divine, one, 
we may imagine, that held the doctrines which 
Dr. Young so agreeably laughs at in his sixth 



" Shall plea^areS of a short duration chain 
A Ladt/'i soul in everlasting pain } 
Wi 11 the great Authur m poor worms deslroy, 
for now and then ixtip of traasient joy?" 



4 
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^xKot- B«'s for ever in a Biuiliog mood; 

He's like themselves; or how could he be good ? 

And they blaspheme, who blacker schemes supposBi 

Devoutly thus, Jehovah tfaey depose. 

The pure, the just ! and set up, in bis stead, 

A deity, that's perfecliy well bred < 



f 9S. Yet hence the poov are cloath'd, the hungry fed ; 
alth to himself, and to his infants bread, 
t lab'rer bears.* 



A fine turned and moral reflection, which illus- 
■ates the doctrines of his Essay, la the second 
pistle, when he says, at line 237, 



Each individual seeks a scv'ra) goal ; 

But Heav'n's great view is One, and that the whole; 

That counterworks each folly and caprice ; 

That disappoints th' efiect of ev'ry vice ; 

That firnu'a end from oanity can raise. 

Which seeks no interest ; no reward, bnt praise ; 

And builds on wants, and on defects of mind. 

The joy, the peace, the glory of mankind. 

That Providence should extract good from 
il, and alter its natural bias and malignity, is 
doctrine widely different from the loose and 
lagitious principles of Mandeville, who has 
VOL. It. O endeavoured 



t Ver. I 
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endeavoured to prove, that prhate vkes uepMU 
benefits. 

34s Yoo, tcN^ proceed! make falling arts jroorcaiei 
Erect new wonders, and the old repair : 
Jones and Palladio to themselTes restore^ 
And be whate^ier Vitmvius was before** 

This is not fulsome adulation, but only such 
honest praise as the noble Lord whom he address- 
ed strictly deserved ; who inheiited all that love 
of science, and useful knowledge, for which hi^ 
family has been so famous. The name of BoTt£ 
IS, indeed, auspicious to literature. That sub- 
lime genius, and good man, Bishop B£&K£I.et, 
owed his preferment chiefly to this accomplished 
peer : for it was he that recomlnended him to the 
Duke of Grafton, in the year 17S1, who took 
him over with him to Ireland when he was Lord 
Lieutenant, and promoted him to the deanery of 
Deny in the year I724.t Berkeley gained the 

patronage 

-» .. • ■ . • 

* Ver. 191. 

f Atteeburt was desirous of seeing Berkeley ; to wham be 
4ras introdnced by tbe Earl of Berkeley. After he had left tha 
loodn, ^ What does yoar Lordship think of my coosial (said 



. . u> 
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^atrtfnage and friendship of Lord Burlington, 
not only by his true politeness, and the peculiar 
charms of his conversation, whicli was exquisite, 
' but by his profound and perfect skill in architec- 
ture ; an art which he had very particularly and 
accurately studied in Italy, when he went and 
continued abroad four years* with Mr. Ashe, 
ion of the Bishop of Clogber. AVith an insatr- 
O 2 able 



tlje Earl ;) does be answer your I^rdahip'a expectations ?" The 
EUhop, lifiing ap his han<U in astoDiahment, replied, " So 

' much unilerstani]iu|r, su much knowledge, liomuch innocence, 
Bnd so much humility, 1 did not think had been the portJoD of 
any bot aogels, till I saw tbja geotlemaa."—— Duncombe's 

I Letters, 

I '. * In this journey he paid a viatt to Father Malebranche. 
I Tte cODVersalion turned on our author's celebrated system of 
I the non -existence of matter. Malebranche, who had an inflam- 
' Wation in his lungs, and whom he found preparing a medicine 
I -in his cell, and cooking it in a small pipkin, for his disorder 
I exeited his voice and lungs so vtoleittly in the heat of iheir dis- 
' 'fiute, that he increased his disorder, which carried him off a, 
I few days after. See Biogr. Brltannica, vol. ii. p. 2jl, as it if 
highly improved by the candid and learned Dr. Rippis. Many 
Kvulaiar critic hath sneered at the Sihis of Berkeley, for begin- 
ning with Tar, and ending with the Triniiy; incapable ofob- 
serving the great art with which the traueitiona in that book 
y we finely made, where each paragraph depends on, and arises 
out of, the preceding, and gradually and imperceptibly kads on 
the reader from common objects to more remote, from matter to 
■pirit, from earth to heaien. 



4 
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leand philosophic attcDtion, Berkeley fl 
i*nd examined every object of curiosity. He ao* 
ODiy made the usual tour, but went over ApulUM 
aad Calabria, and even tiavelled on foot througlx 
Skity, and drew up an account of that very clas^ 
sical grouud, which was lost in a voyage 19 
Naples, and cannot be suf!icieutly regretted. 
His generous project for erecting an University ■ 
at Bermudas, the effort of a mind truly active^ - 
benevolent, and patriotic, is sufficiently known. 



■ S5. Bill tiarbours open, public ways extend. 
Bid temples worthier of the God axcend; 
Bid ihe broad arch the dangerous Qood centatn. 
The niNe prujected break the roaringmain ; 
Back to his bounds their subject sea command. 
And roll obedient rivers through the land.* 






No countiy has been enriched and adorno 
I 'within a period of thirty or forty years, with so 
I siany works of public spirit as Great Britain Uas 
I ■been ; witness our many extensive roads ; our in- 
land navigations, (some of which excel the boast- 
ed canal of Languedoc ,■) the lighting, and the 
jjaving, and beautifying our cities; and our va- 
I rious 



**Ver. 19T. 
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nous and magnificent edifices. A general good 
taste has been diffused in planting, gardening, 
and building. The ruins of Palmyra, the an- 
tiquities of Athens and Spalatro, and the Ionian 
I antiquities, by Wood, Stuart, Adam, and 
ChaNDJ-er, are such magnificent monuments of 
I leanied curiosity as no country in Europe can 
equal. Let it be remembered, that these fine lines 
, of Pope were written when we had no VVyatt or 
Brown, Brindley or Reynolds; no Westmin- 
ster Bridge, no Pantheon, no Royal Academy, 
no King that is at once a judge and a patron of 
all those fine arts, which ought to be employed 
in raising and beautifying a palace equal to his 
dignity and his taste. 

36. See the wild waste of all-devouring years. 
How Borne her own aaU sepulcbre appears. 

This is the opening of the epistle to Mr. Addi- 

ton,* upon his treatise on medals, written in that 

O 3 pleasiog 

* FtcoRiNi, ibe celebrated virtuoso, said to Mr. Spehce, at' 
inoreace, " Addison did not go <iny great depth in the study 
^medals: all the kiiuwiedgo lie had of that kind, I bellevs 
Bte received of me ; and 1 did not give him above twenty les- 
■ni on that subject." 
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pleasing fonn of compoaitioa 90 unauccessfuUjr 
attempted by maay modera autl)or9, J)iaijQ0UM^ 
Ia no one species of writing have the anoienta jM 
indisputable a superiority over us. j The.dialogim 
of Plato and Cipero, especially the fqrmef^U^ 
perfect dramas; where the chai^aeter^ arp.w^ 
ported with consistency and nature, and ttie. vstt 
soning suited to the characters. 



iw 



~ , * ■ 



** There are in English ^^ee dialoguesyi mi4 
but three/' (says a learned and ingenious ^i^^hiCKsf 
who has himself practised this way of^.^rritiAg 
with success,) that deserve commendation ; name«^ 
lyf the MaratisU of Lord Shafte^bub^t ; Mr. 
Addison's Treatise on Medals ; and the Minute 
Philosopher of Bishop Berkeley." Alciphron 
did, indeed, well deserve to be mentioned on this 
occasion ; notwithstanding it has been treated 
.with contempt by writers much inferior to Berke- 
lEY in genius^ learning, and tasticf Omitting 

* ■ . * 

those 

* Dr. Hurd, in Moral and Political Dialogues, Preface, 

p. 14. 

t But Sherlock thought highly of Alciphbon> and present* 
edit to Queen Caro^ne with many eucomiuAs ; whoosed to 



AND WRITINGS OF POPE, 199 

tliosB passages in the fourth dialogue, where he 
Jias introduced his fanciful and whimsical opinions 
about vmoH, an attentive reader will find that 
there is scarce a single argument that can be 
brged in defence of Revelation, but what is hei'C 
placed in tlie clearest light, and in the most beau- 
tiful diction : in this work there is a happy union 
of reasoning and imagination. The two different 
characters of the two different sorts of free- 
thinkers, the sensual and the refined, arc strongly 
contrasted with each other, and with the plain- 
sess and simplicity of Euphramr. 

These Dialogues of Addison* are written with 

that stceetness and purity of style, which con- 

O 4 stitute 

be delighted with ihe com-ersalion of Berkeley. Lord Uatburst 
loW me, that the members of the Scriblerus Club, being met 
a faiE house at dinner, they agreed to rally Berkeley, who wm 
iIh) his guest, on his scheme at Bermudas. Berkeley having 
nstened to the many lively thiags they had ti> say, begged to 
Iraheard ia his turn ; and displayed liis plaa with such an asto- 
lidiing aud animating force of eloquence and enthusiasm, 
iba they were struck dumb, and, after some pause, rose up 
sll together witb earnestness, exclaiming, " I-el us set out 
*Uh him immediately." 

* It is observable how much he improved after he wrote hln 
*IV«w(», In Swift's Prefece to Sir W. Temple's Works, and 
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stitute him one of the first of our prasovriteMK 
The Pleasures of Imagination, the Essay on the 
Georgics, and his last papers in the Spectator and 
Guardian, are modeU of language. And some 
late writers, who seem to have mistaken ttiffkeu 
for gtrength, and are grown popular bv a pooj- 
pous rotundit\' of phrase, make one wish that the 
rising generation may abandon this unnatuial, 
false, inflated, and florid style, and form them- 
selves on the chapter model of Addison. The 
chief imperfection of lits Treatise on Medals, is, 
that the persons introduced as speakers, in direct 
contradiction to the practice of the ancients, tie. 
fictitious, not real: forCrNTHio,* Paii^sDEft, 
PjiL£MOK, EuGENio, and Theocles, catmot 
equally excite and engage the attention of the 
reader with Sochates and Alcibiades, Atti- 
CDS and Bkutos, Cowlet and Spbatt, KIaT* 
NARD and Somers. It is somewhat singular, 
-m« ft ■ that 



in his translatioD^ from the French, kc. in that book, there 
are many inaccarale, and almost ungraminatical, expressioas : 
the»e were ihe very first public 



* Hovi ill the ff>Tm», and ceremonies, and com pi i meats of 
modern good-breeding would bear to be exactly rt^presenled, 
t* OutrMUriaict, v«Li.-p. 209. 
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tbat so many modem dialogue-writers should 
have failed in this particular, when so many of 
•the :m08t celebrated wits of modern Italy had 
given tijem eminent examples of the contrary 
proceeding, and, closely following the steps of 
-the ancients, constantly introduced living and 
Teal persons in their numerous compositions of 
.this 'sort, in which they were so fond of deliveiv 
mg:. their sentiments both on moral and critical 
'Bubjects } witness the // Cortegiano of B. Cax-- 
siGLiovz, tiie Asolani of P. Bembo, Dialoghi 
■del S. Sperone, the Naugerius of F&acasto- 
■Mius, and Lil. Gvraldcs de Poeiis, and many 
others: in all which pieces, the famous and liv- 
,iing geniuses of Italy are introduced discussing 
■;tbe several different topics before tlieui. 



.-f^^JBuge theatres Uiat a 



inpcopled woods," 



jis pot so poetical as what Addison says of an am- 
. phitheatre, 

■Wi^at on (Is public shews unpeopled Some, ' '' "* 

And held, rincrotsded, nations in its womb.t 



• Ve'r.7. 



But 



«« .^ LcttcT frwiVAt.- 



tOS K8SAY ON Tae QEHIVM' 

. Bot^ the bq^iimiiig of the xdneteenth 'liti^ ii 
eminentlyr beautiful ; 



'A- :.-^ 



Ambitiok ^gh'4 



■ I 



98.. Apd scarce aire seeo the prostr^ Nile or Rbjve ; 
A small Euphrates thro' the piece is roll'd. 
And litUe eagles wave their wings in gold.t 



The two first-mentioned rivers having becii 
sonified^ the E^hrates should not have been^ 
spoken of 9$ u mere rher. The ciicumstanoe in ^ 

the last line is puerile and little. 

« 

S9k 1*0 gain- ffeaettinitii one employs his schemes^ 
One grasps a Cecrops in ecstatic dreams*^ 

r 

How his eyes languish ! how his thoughts adore 
' That painted coat which Jo9eph never wore ! 
' He shews, .00 koiidi^fs, a sacred pin^ 
That toucht the ruff that toucht Queen Bes8*s chin.§ 

• * » - ■ - 

■ « 

Agrait 

* Such short personifications have a great effect : Silemce tMt 
pUiu^d, iAys Milton; which personification is taken, though it 
happens not to b^ ohsenred by any of his commentaUNv, from 
the Hero and Leander of Musttus, ▼• 280. 



# f > 



t V«r,28. } \>r^W» ' " § Young, Satire iy. 
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^ Af grejftt 4^1 q{ wit has b^n wasted en antifua^ 
rianSy whose studies are not only pleasing to the 
unagination, but attended with many advantaged 
to society, especially since they have been im- 
proved, as they lately have been, in elucidating 
the most important part of all history, the History 
of Mmners. 

4^ Ok jrhea ahall Britain^ consciotts of her cbia^ 
Stand emulous of Greek and Eoman fame ? 
In nving medals feis ber wars enroltM; 
And vawittiBhfd realms supply reoonUag geld.* 

Adpison, in the ninety-sixth paper of the 
<juardian, has given us a proposal^ here alluded 
to, which he drew up and delivered to the Lord 
Treasurer. The paper ends thus : ^^ It is pro«* 
posed, L That the English farthings and half^ 
pence be recoined upon the union of the two 
nations. 2. That they bear devices and inscrip- 
tions alluding to all the most remarkable parts of 
-«■'•,■■ 
her Majesty's reign. 3. That there be a society 

established for the finding out of proper subjects, 
inscriptiouSy and devices. 4« That no subject, 
inscription, or device, be stamped without the 

approbation 

• Vcn5S. 
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spprobation of this society, nor, if it be 
proper, without the authority of the priTy-conticiL' 
By this means, medals, that are at present only a 
dead treasure, or mere curiosities, will be of use 
in the ordinary commerce of life, and, at the 
same time, perpetuate the glories of her Majesty's 
reign; reward the labours of her greatest subjects, 
keep alive in the people a gratitude for public 
services, and excite the emulation of posterity. 
To these generous purposes nothing can so much 
contribute as medals of this kind, which are of 
undoubted authority, of necessary use and ob- 
ser^-ation ; not perishable by time, nor conOned 
to any certain place ; properties not to be fowid 
in books, statues, pictures, buildings, or 
other monuments of illustrious actions.' 



41. Then ahall thy Cbagcs (and let me call him mine) 
On the cast ore aaother Poluo shiac.* 



I 



'Tttnii.Lt,-f in his preface to the Works of Ad- 
dison, concludes a copy of highly elegant, po- 
lished 



i In tiie few things Ibat Tickell wrote, there appear 4 
be a peculiar terscDfJs and oeataess. 




lisb^ a^d^ Pl^thetic- verses, 'addjreBsed ta the: Earl 
of .^;9^wick9 with the followmg fine liaes : r^ 



V, viae '- 



These ;^Qrks .divii^ef vbich« oi^ hia doath-bed l^id^ ^ 
To thee, O, Cra^^«, th* expiring sage convey M, 
V * Gfeat, bat fll-ohienM monumeDt of fame, 
^ ^ j<Ior bo survived to g\ye, nor thou to Ciaim. 

* S^ijft after him thy social spirit flies, 
'" And dose to his, how soob ! tby coffin lies. 
Blest pair ! wbose unioa future bards shall tell. 
In future tongues ; each, other's boast,* facewell !. 
Farewell ! whom join'd in fame, in friendship try'd« 
. JN6 chance could sever, nor the gi^ve divide. 



^ » 



f • 



r, ' ■? 



4;2«^Stite8«naiiiyet friend to %rtttb! of soul sincere, ' ' 
• . In action faithful, a^d in honour. clear ; • , . 
Who broke no promise, serv'd no private end, 
•j jjybo gakiM "too title,'and who Io5t Yit> friend ; ' * 
, ^EnnQbl^ by hinis^lf, by all approv?d,: ^ * . /.•.(' 
' And prai's'd, unenvy'd, by the muse he lovM.f ^ , ■ , 

These 

'-, X . .,-..•'■ • • ■.■/■■--. ^ .c . .1 . -.*■ 

* Addison's WorRs^ (says Atlerbuiyi Letter k. ▼. i^:') came 
to my hands yesterday, Oct. 15, 1721. I cannot but tl^nk it 
^ very odd set of incidents, that the book; should b^ 4^if^^d 
by a""^ dead man to a dead man, (Mr. Craggs;} and ev«nth«t 
the new patTQni (Lord^Wa^ck,) to whOHO Ttckell choS 
inscribe his verses, should be dead also before they were pub- 
lisneo. Had I been in the Editor's place, I should have bee^ 
-9, little apprehensive for myself, under a thought that every 
one who had any hand in that work, was to die before the 
jpttblication of it. 



""l^ 
i".# 
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SECTION XI. 

OF TU£ EPI8TJLE.TO P|U AllBfXXiilCp^ ,,^^^. 



1* ShUT» shut the door, good Jolio, ^^•^'^rvl *fUft|v li 
Tie up the knocker; say I'm sicl^ Tm dead ! 

The dog-star rages ! nay, 'tis past a doobt» ^ * ""' '^*^ ''^'^ 
All Bedlam or Piurhassus 18 let out:' - f- - ^.^^ i.*-x.-t 
Fire in each eye, and papers in each han<|. 
They rave, recite, and madden round the hmd.^ ' • t .*? 

This abrupt exordium is animated and dnuni« ^ 
tic. Our poet, wearied with the imper tlh c ric ^ f ^ 
and slander of a multitude of mean scribUieril^' 
that attacked him, suddenly breaks out witl^ 
this spirited complaint of the ill usagir Kdfikd^ 
sustained. This piece Avas published f in*tfie 

; ■ . • ^-m Ver. W ■ • - - ^ '^r •'» H'5>r" 

t With this motto, since omitted : Neque sennonibu|i rnip. 
dederis te, nee in premiis humanis spem posueris Tenim biie^ 
rum : suis te oportet illecebris ipsa Virtus trahat ad Terum aocus* ^ 
Qai4*de't^'d[ii loqnantur;, ipri yideant sdl kiqHfi^jtaDe^ 

TuLLY. ' ...... • : -.,.. 17 i .1| rj i.*:?.* 
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year 1754, in the form of an epistle to Dr. At. ' 
butbnot ; it is now given as a Dialogue, in which 
a very small share indeed is allotted to Iiis friend. 
Arbuthnol was a man of consummate probity,* 
integrity, and sweetness of temper : he had in- 
finitely more learning than Pope or Swift, anj ' 
as much wit and humour as either of them. He 
vas an excellent mathematician and physician, 
of which his letter on the usefulness of mathe- 
matical learning, and his treatise on air and aU- 
ment, are sufficient proofs. His tables of an- 
cient coins, weights, and measureSj'f are the 
work of a man intimately acquainted with an- 
cient history and literature, and are enlivened 
*ith many curious and interesting particulars of 
the manners and ways of living of the ancients. 
7T6« Ilistory of John Bull, the best parts of the 
Memoirs of Scriblerus, the Art of Political Lying, 
wot. II. P the 



* Swift »aid, " he was a man that could do every thing but 
Walk." His chearfolness was remarkable : " As for your hum- 
ble servant, viUh a great stone in hk kidner/s, and a Taiuily or 

KUcn and women to provide for, he is as chearrul as «ver in 

p ubilc aflkirs." Letters, vol. xx, p, 206. 

i " Oh, (says Snilt) if the world had but a dozen of Arbulli- 
tiouin it, 1 would born my Traveh!" Letlers, vol. ix. p. 50, 
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the Freeholder^:' CatcchUm, It cannot rain but it 
pourSf kc. abouxui in strokes of the most ex: 
quisite humour. It is kno^i-n that he gave num- 
berless hints to Swift, and Pope, and Gay, of 
some of the most striking parts of their woiki 
He was so neglecuul of his writings^ that buf 
children tore his manuscripts, and made paper- 
kites of them. Few letters in the English law 
guage are so interesting, and contain such 
of Christian resi^ation * and calmness of mind, 
as one that he wrote t>^ Swit^ a little before hiij 
death, acJ is inserted in the 3d rc^ of Letters, 
page 1 j7. He frequent I v, and ablr, and warmly, 
in many conversitions. defended the cause of 
revelation against the attacks of BouxGBEOEf 

and Chesterfield. 

The 



* ■ I make ft cjv Ease r«*»'j'»<c '?aT? JLr^i'-i:ioc rati* last Irt- 
fcr ■• PoFi) that voa »i:; ou«:.ati« tb-K n-XJte ci-icain aa4 JO- 

sciil with, a da^; re^ori ?) v»?ar owa iaferv ; xad *zxf inere » 

^ *« o«hcr."» Le^rs^ vol. t ;.. p. 2^0. Tie wcjrd* ai^ »- 
■arfcibfc, aa,i caarnic ni-.i li raisin j- niaaiF rfcectr^ft? fa ^ 
"««^ ^r" MLe r-3der. F*^ ^=. ;» ais losw^r, ays. " T<r rew». 

** «ae oust lawsy wcir.ii ^■S' r-jw«* ot snali ise, if there w«re ■» 
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*'thfc itr^kb'Of ^itite th xtiainy parte bf this 

"J. • ' J ' ' ' I iTi I'll'' •' ' ' M 

e|i«ti^" natre such an extraordinary energy and 
pbi^an<!;y9 that our author's want of temper has 
b'^n' much censured ; and I know not whether il 
will be a sufficient justification to say, that these 
liiiclevolent scribblers, however impotent and in- 
sigpaifkrant, attacked his person^ morals^ and /a- 
mity. If Boileau ridicules and rallies vile writers, 
With^nord seeming pleasantry and good-humour, 
yict we ought to recollect, that J3oi/e(72^ was the 
kgg^es^or, and had received no previous abuse, 
ii^lien he fell upon Cotin de Pure, Quinault^ St. 
Amand Colletety Chapelain^ and Theophyle. It was 
on this account that the t)uke de Montausier^ a 
Tflan of rigid virtue, so much condemned 
Boileau, that it was with great difficulty he was 
brought to read his works, and be reconciled to 
him. The authors that Pqpe proscribed, were, 
in truths so mean and contemptible, that Swift 
said, " Give me a shilling, and I will insure you 
that posterity shall never know you had a single 
<nemy, excepting those whose memory you have 
preserved." 



'•. 



jLaissez mourir un Fat dans son obscurity. 

■ ■■"••*."* 
Un auteur ne peut-il pourir en surety ? 

Pi? ' ' Lc 



SH4 1^ W^Y T<JN : TH#: 



.> 



■J ■-*? f- "' : • 



''.■■>•. • ■. 



. : L^ Jopas i9C0Bnifi.seclij& dans U poo«iiere,^ .,.. ^ . <^''i< r 
Le David imprim^ Q*a point veu la lumiere* ... 

Lc- Jioisc Commence a ifnoisir par les bords; *" ^ ' '** * 
Quel ma) cela faitxil? Ceux qui sontinorts sonttBWflttN v'C 
Le tombeau contre vous ne peut-il les d^^ndre, . t 
Et qti'oii fait tant d'auteurs pour remuer leur cendre?'' 
Que Tous ont iait Perrin, Bardin> Pradott, Haiaavf^* ' ^ ^- ^ 
Colletet. Pelletier^ Titreville, Quinaut.* .,^ ..,..,-, 

Dont les noms en cent lieux> placez comme en leurs 

niches^ 
Vont de ¥oa vevs a>aUns remplii*. les hetnistiohel. ; 

BoiLEAU^ Satire Jx. v. 89. 

This is exquisitely pleasant ; and expressed with 
that purity and force, both of thought Viid dicr 
tion, tliat happy Horatian mixture of jest 'and 
earnest, that contribute to place Despreailx zt the 
head of modern classics.'\ I think it n^ui^t Jbe 
confessed, that he has caught the inann^r of 
Horace more successfully than Pope. It fs ob- 
servable that Boileau, when he first began to 

ukrite, 



A 



^ Quinaut did not deserve to be so severely satirizedy See 
his Aitfs, Amdde, and Alceste. 



.'•'■. 



t His generosity was equal to his genius. Patru was re- 
duced to great extremities^ and compelled to sell hia ^tv/i^s^ 
luable library. He not only gave Patku a larger sum for bi^ 
books than he tculd get of any body else^ but added to th^ 
conditions of the sale^ that he should continue to use his li^ 
brary as long as he lived. 



ANB i/^Mtmcs or pdp£« it 3 

vrite, copied 3 xrrtVA^vrhostviotenti dtfwnright^ 
itclamatorjf speciea of satire, is far- more easy to 
be imttatied, than the oblique, indirect, delicate 
touches of Horace. The judgment of L. Gy- 
RALDus concerning Juvenal, seems to be judi- 
cious and well-founded. ** If you think my opi- 
nion worth regarding, I would say, that the sa«- 
tires of Juvenal ought never to be read till our 
taste is fixad and confirmed, and we are tho* 
roughly tinctured with a knowledge of the Latin 
language; and J mention this my opinion more 
freely, because I perceive many masters use a 
cpntraiy method.'* Dial. iv. 



'•■■■•...■' . 

2. Is there a Parson much be-musM in beer, 
A maiidlin Poetess, a rhyming Peer, 
* A Clerk pre-doom'd his father's soul to cross^ 
Who pens a stanza when he should engross f 
Is there, who, lock'd from ink and paper, scrawls 
With desp'rate charcoal round his darkened walls? 
All fly to Twi^nam, and, in humble strain. 
Apply to me to keep them mad and vain ! 
Arthur, whose giddy son neglects the laws. 
Imputes to me and my damn'd works the cause.''^ 



. 'J 



~.:.r..- w- • . . . . • ■■:■'■■ ■■'■• : 

'Before' this epistle was published. Dr. Young 
addressed two epistles to our author, in the 

P 3 yeat; 

* Ver, 15. 



■". .* • 



year 1730, concerning thj& aaithora of the a^s 
in which, are many passages that bear a gi^t ce- 
sembladcq to many of Fopks; though J^^Nfis . ha* 
heightened, improved, and condeiobfed!' thc^ binte 
and sentiments of Young. 



Shall we not censure all the motley train^. ' ' 

Whether with ale irriguous^ or champain ? ... 

Whether they tread the vale of Prose, or climb. 

And whet their appetites, on clifis of Rhjrnde ; 

The college Sloven, or embroidered Spark, 

The purple Prelate, or the Parish-clerk, 

The quiet Quidnunc, or demanding Pnfg; '' ■ ^^^ 

The plaintiff Tory, or defendant Whigj 

Rich, poor, male, female, young, (4d, gay^ or rad ; 

Whether extremely witty, or quite mad ; 

Profoundly dull, or sha) lowly polite ; 

Men that read welli or men that only write i ^ ' ' ^ 

Whether peers, porters, taylors, tune their 're<^9',- ■' 

And measuring words to measuring ahapei mc^eedi ^ 

Por bankrupts write^ when ruined shops^ are shiiti^' 

As maggots crawl from out a perishM nut ; 

His hammer this^ and that his trowel quits^. . . 

And, wanting sense for trad^sroei^, serve for witf* 

Thus his materia), paper, takes its birth 

From tatter'd rags of all the stujPTon earths* 

3. Seiz'd and ty'd down to judge, how wretched I If 

Od 

^ Epistle on the authors of the age, p9g^ 5, 1730. 

t Ver. 33* 



OdUti &' fuffis; ut Drusonem debitor seris ; 
Qui, liisi cum tristes misero yenere Calendae, 



Few passages in Horace are more full of hu- 
our than thi$^ Judicrous^puuishment of the poor 
editor. 

4. Nine years! cries be> who higjli in Drury-Laiie^ 
Lull'd by soft zef^jbym thro* the brolreii- psine, 
Ehymes erei he wakes.* . 

' Qui fadl in parv& sublimia carmina celli.f 

.... ;. 

Lo ! whai from cdtars rise, what rusK from high, 
W^cpr^^peculatuvn roosted near the sky: 
. ^^t^r% es^ySf sock, buskiuj satire, song^ ; . 
An4;.^ the garr€i thunders on the throog.t 

5. Bless me ! a packet— Ms a stranger sues,' ' 
A' virgin tragedy, an- orphan muse. ' 

If I dislike it, furies, death, and rage I 
If I approve, commend it to the stage. 
Then, thank my stars, my whole commision ends ; 
^ : T^e play'rs and I are luckily no frjeo(Js. J 



[rt\P 



P 4 This 

m 

■^ * Ver. 41. t Jwv* Satw vii. 

X Young, Epistle i. p. 4. ^ Vet. 55» 



' 7hid alluded tea tFag^y >ac^edae4li6isriNrat» 
Royal in Liiicolti's-Itin-f kldS, aM fuMasbittn 
the year 1729, called, 7%e Vtrgin Quecn^ wriUftn 
by Mr. Richard Barford ; who dared to adopt 
the fine machinery of the Sylphs, in an hctbico- 
mical poem, called The Assembly, in five juntos, 
published 1726, and not wcU rcc werf*^ ^'"^ 



^. • i 



A>' 



6. ^'is sung, when Midas' ears began to springs 
(Midas^.a sacred persoa> anda king,) « > > &')r i 
His yery. njimster, who spyM ^em ^f^ri- f . r i; iv. 
(Some say his queen^ was forcM tp speak, or hmtk : 
And isnot mine/ my friend, asordtcasfe;' *"^' '^^■ 
Whe^ ev'ry coxcomb j^ctAtji them in my &c^^* biO' • 



r . . f 



The abruptness with which this ^tory-fi^ 

Persius is introduced, occasions an obscurity 

in? the passage ; for there is no connection with 

the foregoing paragraph. Boileau says. Satire 

? ix;- Vi 22 J, r have nothing to do with ChMe- 

'^^^^tf^sfhonph or candor, or civiUty, 

ytrr -.^c: ':■■ .; -:< . • ■• •■•■*':: 

,ay.^o.O (?:-: '■■■'■■■. ■■•.•:■ 

*2^i^ f^iffotwithiltandingr his Iifl i^c<r//e was so dull and tiresome 
'^S8i cpVC'jp^m,' yet yf3L8 Chapelain a man of learnings and a 
* ^(f^'fitiit, aitt^cf ^treated too harshly by Boileau. His avarice 
\f as extreme. 

The 
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or complaisance; but if you hold him up as a 
model of good writing, and as the king of au 
ithors. 



L -(iLit W?' '''^^ aiors s' echaufff, & je brule d'eci'ire ; 
r El a'il no m'cst permis de le dire au papier; 

* /'''f^itai creuser U terre, & comme ce barbitr, 
I Faire Jire aux Toseaas par un nouyel organe, 

" Midas, le Roi Midas a des oreilles d'Asne." 



. :,4ii 
'iJHl 



There is more humour in making the prying 
and watchful eyes of the minister, instead of 
the barber, first discover the ass's ears ; and the 
urord 'perks has particular force and emphasis. 
Sir Robert IValpok and Queen Caroline were here 
npointed at. 



I li', ■. 7. Who 

(-The candid Abbd d'OHvet, in the 2ci. torn, of bis History of 
tne French Academy, p. 14^, has zealously defended the abi- 
•'lltSW and character of Ckapelain, It was at the desire of Mai- 
ykerbe and Vniige.tn.i, (hat Chapelain ■nroie the famous Preface to 
the AJmii of Marino. And it was he who correi;ii;d the very 
first puetical composition of Racine, his Ode lo the Queen, 
who intTodiicfd Racine to Colbert, and procured him a pension. 
It is remarkable, that Chapelain should be the ptirion whq first 
poiiitcd out to Cardinal Richlieu, and ibe poeta whom he eni- 
' ployed, the neccsijiy of observing the three unitiec iu « 



draiii 



5]S ESSAY ON THR GfiNItJS '" 

j7. Who iihameB a scribbler? break one co!» web thro*. 
He lipias the Elighl, sclf-pkasiDg thread aaew: 
Destroy his Gb or sophistry, in vain ! 
The creature's at his ilirty work again ; 
Throa'd in the center of his thin designs. 
Proud of a vast extent of flimsy lines.* 



The metaphor t is most happily carried on. 
through a variety of corresponding particulars, 
that exactly hit the natures of the two insects in. 
question. It is not pursued too Jar, nor jaded 
out, so as to become quaint and affected, as is 
the case of many, perhaps, in Congreve's too 

Witty 



itq^i 



. t Berkeley, in bis Alciphron, Dialogue vi. p. 107, has beau- 
tifoll^r employed an image of this sort, on a naore serious sub- 
ject. " To tax or strike at this divine doctrine, on account of 
tilings foreign and adventitioijs, the speculations and disputes 
of curious men, is, in my mind, an absurdity of the same 
kind,asitwould be to cut dow^ afine tree, yielding fruit and 
shade, because its leaves alTurdcd nourishment to caterpillars, 
or because spiders may now and then weave cobwebs among 
the branches." Berkeley hail a brilliant imagination. See his 
charming description of the island Inarime, in Letters to P. 
Vol. vii. p. 330, I have been told, that Ehckwell received 
bis just idea of Homer, and of the reasoM and causes of Homer's 
superior excellence, from Berkeley, with whom be bad bwg. 
counuctcd, and had (ravelled with him. 

] 



Aim waxTjLMC^ OB wQ9t^ 9fy. 

mttj ComedieSf particiAirly ia the M?ay ctf tto 
i¥orld, and in Young t Satires. For instancis \ 

Ccilics on verse, as «9if»k on triumphal #ttit» 
Proclaim the glory, and augment the state ; 
Hot, envious, noisy, proud, tUe scribbling fry* 
Burn, hiss;, and bounce, waste papeiv stink, and die.f 

The epithets ttmous^ and J^raii4 have nothing 
to do with squibs. The last line is brilliant and 
ingenious, but perhaps too much so* 

'8. There are who to my person pay their court : 
r cough like Horace; and tho' lean, am short; 
Amnion's great son one shoulder had too high ; 
Such Ovid's nose ; and; Sir, yott have ab eye«)r 

The smallest personal particularities are inte* 
resting in eminent men. We listen with pleacTure 
to Montaigne^ when he familiarly tells us, " My 
face is not puff 'd,^ but full, and my complexion 

rx' ■ *' 1 " i ' * ' "l • ' I ^ 

' k . ■■ '. .' • ■ * ■ ~ ■ 

fe^tween jovial and. melancholy, mpderateJy «n* 

guine and hot. In dancing, tennis, or wrest* 

>•••*■■ 1 , 



• n»"/^- 



' * See also a passage in his two Epistles, where the traiia» 
migrations ■ of Proteus are adapted t6 the TariooA slia'pet^t 
fltmied by modern scribblers. 

t Universal PassioDiSat;.iU# t ^^t* 115« 



Sfl^r* ESSAV ON TU& GENIUH 

ling, I could never arrive at any excellence ; mi/ 
swiraming, fencing, vaulting, and leaping, to 
none at alU My hands are so clumsy, that I 
cannot read what I write myself. I cannot hand- 
somely fold up a letter; nor could I ever make a 
pen, nor carve at tahle, nor carry a hawk.". This 
is delivered with such an air, says old Pasquier, 
that it pleases me as much as if it had heen spoken 
of some other person. 



t 



What passages in Horace * are more agreeaU 
than— 



, Mcpjnguem &ntlidum bene curats cute vites^ 
Lusum it Mtecenas, dormiium ego Virgiliusque — 

i'' Namtiue pila iippis inimicuni & ludere crudis — 
■. Me primis urbis belli placnisse dotnique ; 
Corporis esigut, pTXcaman, solibui apium, 

^' Irasci cettrem, UiineD ut piacahilis essem. 



Abovfe all, tlie pleasing detail he gives of K« 

way* of life, the descriptions of his mule, his 

' '- ■ dinner,. 

.ffj^ My oonversation (says Dryden, very entertaining)^^ 
of biinself ) !s slow and dull, my humour saturnine a 
served. In short, I am none of those who endeavour to break 
joib'in company, or make repartees." 

Pieface to his Indian Empero 
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*dJnner, his supper, his furniture, his amusements, 
liis walks, his time of hathing and sleeping, 8cc. 
;f rom the 105th line to the end of the 6th satire 
of the first book. 

"What Addison says in jest, and with his usual 
liumour, is true in fact : " I have observed that 
a. reader seldom peruses a book with pleasure^ 
I 'till he knows whether the writer of it be a black 
I or fair man, of a mild or choleric disposition, 
married or a bachelor." I will add, at the hazard 
of its being reckoned a trifling and minute re- 
mark, that many of our English poets have been 
in their persons remarkably handsome ; such were 
Spenser, Milton, Cowlet, Butler, Walleb, 
Wtchebley, RoiTE, Addison, Cokoreve, 
Garth, Gat. Virgil and Vida are said, by 
LiL. Gyraldus, to have had a plain rustic 
look; and Ovid and Cardinal Bembd, to Iiq. 
slender and active ; as also was Tibullus. The, 
portraits of Dante, Petrarch, and Boccaccio, 
are thus given, in the curious and entertaining 
history of their lives by Jannot. Manxttus, 
a celebrated writer of the fifteenth century, biii 
not published till 174;§, ^t, f.lfjreQcc, . .jJUw^yL-i 
•t he 

.IB»JU1.1 (li.«.l nil ffi »Xrt«rt- 



hesays, was of a faecommg and imiddfe' ^tatiire^ 
had a long face, very large eyes,- an :.9qi|ilme 
nose, broad cheeks, an ander-lip that i>m)tjieted 
a little, a dark complexion, a. beard uq J^air 
long, black, and curling. In the form Qf Pe- 
. irRARCH, there was a happy tiiixture of thajesty 
and grace. He had so much agility and dex- 
terity, that no one could gain the masteiy grer 
him. He enjoyed a firm state of faealtb 4^ his 
old age. Of Boccaccio he says, he was 4>f a 

* • 

JfuU and large habit of body, of a tallsUtuTe, a 
round face, an aspect chearful and pleaisanr^; so 
facetious and well-bred, that a certain elegance 
and urbanity appeared in every word he uttei^d, 

r 

9, Why did I write ? What sin, to me unknown^ 
Dipt me in ink ; my parents, or my own ? 
As yet a child, nor yet a fool to i^me, ' 

I UspM in nuiubers, for the numbers came. • .• ' ' 

I left no calling for this idle trade, 
Ko dnty broke, no father disobeyM.* 

I . . - - - •. 

.■■..• . . ■ •.■.■•»•► 

''BcyitEAU says, in his fifth epistte, rerse 1 10; 
iji^t his father left bini a decent patrimony, and 
insrfe him study the law: 

♦ Ver: 1 25; 



A^JP-WftJTil^eS OF X POM. ^^ 

, ^^ jflais Ji>i^tot apiopreiax d'^t^^ pl^ poble m^tie^^ 

Fits, frere, oncle, cousin, beau-frere de Greffier^ 
^'iff^Hnt charg^i" taon f^rta d'une litiK fia*se, • ' ' * ' 

La £eunille en p^lit, ^ vtt en fr^missant^ 
*^ l)ank 111 Poudir^ da Greffe tin poe'te naissa'nt'. 
^ r ^v^it 8Fc»r horreur Una muae^ffren^ 
.^ ^ IX>rpirchez on Greffier la grasse Qifi^^e.^ 

10. But why then publish ? Granville^ the polite, 
^'^ ^Arid knowing Mi/j^> would tell me I cbutd write ; * ' 
,(,{ \Rfl^iakor'd Ct^trthf ioflan'd with early ^Nraiae;' ..uw 
- ^nd Cangreve lov'd, and Swift enduPd.my lays : 
*the courtly Talboi, Samers, Sheffield read ; 
'i Bteii .mitred Rockesier would nod the head ; ■ . : . ) 

, And St* John's self (great Drydeii's friends before) . 
With open arms receivM one poet more.} 



•J 



To the three first names, that encouraged his ear- 
liest writings, he has added other friends, whose ac* 

quaintance 

* He was a great sleeper ; got up late, and always was ac- 
customed to sleep after dinner : as also was Pope. 

f Every word and epithet here used, is characteristicaf, and 
peculiarly appropriated* to the temper and manner of each of 
the persons here mentioned ; the elegamre of £4Ji9dawHi 'the 
open free benevolence pf Garth, the warmth of Ctmgr^e, the 
difficulty of pleasing Swifi, the very gesture that jAtefi^ 
used when he was pleased, and the animated air and spi9||.<;^ 
^olinzhroke, 

X Ver. 155^ 



SS4 UMix-OM rm^QMM^vf. ,.. 

qaaintanoe with him did not QonwwWf^ ^IMfl 
was a poet ^ c&UbIi?bc4 ]:{:|ait»tioi^ ,^ntrjyi9> . 
many comnieiidatioos which H^s^^ v4iSi^i^r* ^ 
and GramnUCf bestowed on bis Pastorals, it may 
fairly be concliidedy how nmdhrtheijwihlic tistc 
has been improved, and with hoirniaiiy 




compositions our language has been enriched 
since that time. When Gray * publisli^U^ ^-. < 
quisite Ode on Eton CoIIegCt his first, pubpCftliplWr^./ 
little notice was takeq of it ; but I ^PP^^>pQw 
critic can be found, that will pot pla(:ft. it j £ur 
above Pope's Pastorals. . . . u 

■ ' - m .-«•.,"■• 

11. From these the world will judge of men and bocdu ; 
Not from the Bumets, Oldwdjom, and Cooib.f ' * ' )^ ' ' ■ ■ 



* Sweet Bakd ! who shun'st the noise of folly ; 

Most musical^ most melancholy ! 
.. Thee 'Oh, the lonely woods among, 

I woo to hear thy even-song ; 

And think thy thrilling strains have power 
-. To raise Musxus from his bower ; 

Or bid the tender Spenser come 

From his lov*d haant^ sweet Fancy's tomb ! 



1 






ii .. *» 






**•■•*-- 






t Ver. 14^. 
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t Sucii authors as tlie two last, are a kind of 
Stferarx harpies ; whatever subject they touch, 
Lj'-tfebftsftand'defiii*.-'^'^'^ .^6c«JiL«wi...w. o^r. 

^ '.i J . ' .i. ii ' Msgnii qoatiunt clangoribns alas, 
f . Djripiuntque dapes, coJuacitSque omnia Jkdiiiu 
' Immundo: turn vox tetrum dira inter odorcm.' 



'.et, his character is thus drawn hy tlie 
sensible and judicious translator of Polybiua, ' 
ilK Hampton, in a pamphlet that deserves to be ' 
hore known, entitled, Reflections on Ancient and 
Modem History : printed in quarto, at Oxford, 
,746. " His personal resentment put him upon 
hiting histQry. He relates the .actions of a per- 
Icutor and benefactor : and it is easy to believe, 
pat a man in such circumstances must violate 
be laws of truth. The remembrance of his Jn- 
Mies is always present, and gives venom to his 
rn. Let us add to this, that intemperate and 
Kilicious curiosity, which penetrates into the 
Jost private recesses of vice. The greatest of 
n triumphs is to draw the veil of secret infamy, 
|ul expose to view transactions that were before 
Vtol. ir. Q concealed 



• Virg.^D. iii. T. 2Sa. 



9SI& BMAT OH tUtrO^l^^ 

concealed from tbe world ; tixHigii ibeyHTVC 
ia the least either to embellisli, tbe stykv. <«; 
sect die series, of his histiMy ; and vill 

obtain more credit than, perhaps^ to suspend 

the judgment of the reader, since tbq^ are 
ported only by one single, suspected testimony* "^ 
P. 28.* 

12. Yet tiieD did GUdom draw his Te»al i^U^ . 
I wishM the man a dinner, and sat stiH : 
Yet then did Hamu niTe in forioos fret ; 
I neTer answer'd, I wa» not in debt : 
If want provok'd, or madness made them prin^ 
I wag'd no war with Bedlam or the Mim.f ^ 

* 

The :{; unexpected turn In the jfcand line of 
each of these three couplets^ contains as catting 
and bitter strokes of satire, as perhaps can be 
written. 

It 



* These animadTernons obvioosly relate to the History of 
bis own Times, and not to his History of the Reforpiation, 
and his other important works. 

t Ver. 151. 

j; Ingenii plnrimnm est in eo, & acerbitas mira> &*«il»a- 
jiiiasy & Tis somma ; sed pins stomacho qnam consilio dedit. 
Praeterea nt amari taits, ita frequenter amaritndo ipsa ridicola 
pgt. ; M. F. Qniatil. lib. x. c. I. 



I AMD WRITINGS OF POPE. 22/ 

It is with difficulty we can forgn'e our author 
for upbraiding these wretched scribblers for their 
poverty and distresses, if we do not keep In our 
minds the grossly abusive pamphlets they pub- 
lished, without previous provocation from him ; 
and even, allowing this circumstance, we ought ■ 
to separate rancour fiora reproof. 

13, Yet ne'er one sprig of laurel grac'd these ribald*. 
From iloihing BaUly.* ' ■ 

Swift imbibed from Sia W. Txmple, and 
Pope from Swift, an inveterate and unreasona- 
ble aversion and contempt for Bentlet ; whose 
admirable Boyle's Lectures, Remarks on Collins, 
Emendations of Menander and Callimachus, 
and Tully's Tuscul. Disp. whose edition of Ho- 
BACE, and, above all. Dissertation on the Epis- 
tles of Phalaris, (in which he gained the most 
complete victory over a whole army of wits,J all 
of them exhibit the most striking marks of accu- 
rate and extensive erudition, and a vigorous and 
acute understanding. He degraded himself much 
by his edition of the Paradise Lost, and by hia 
Q 2 strange 



• Ver. lOS. 



kii BSSAY OK THE GBNIUS 

strange and absurd hypothesis of the faults wtiic^^ 
Milton's amanuensis introduced into that poem ^^ 
But I have been informed, that there was still zxm 
additional cause for Pope^s resentment ; diat^ 
Atterburt, being in company with Bentlet^ 
and Pope, ipsbted upon knowing the Doctor's 
opinion of the English Homer ; and that, being* 
earnestly pressed to declare his sentiments freely^ 
he said, ** The verses arc good verses ; but the 
work is not Homer, it is Spondanus.^ It may, 
however, be observed, in favour of Pope,* that 
Dr. Clarke, whose critical exactness is wdl 
known, has not been able to point out above 

■ ^ . 

three or four mistakes in the sense through; the 
whole Iliad. The real faults of that translation 
are of a different kind. They are such as remind 
us of Nero's gilding a brazen statue of Alexander 
the Great, cast by Lysippus. 

14« down to piddling Tibald&f . . ,- • 

Yet 

^ And yet Pofe, id a letter which Dr. Rutherforth shiemed 
me at Cambridge^ id the year 1771, writtea to a Mr. Bridgei^ 
at'FtiUtoiil, mentroDS hia coDsahiog Chapman aod HtibiMHt 
aad talk9of " their authority, joioed to the kirawledge.af my 
oWd imperfectDeas id the language, over-ruled roe." These 
ara the very words, which I transcribed at that time. 

t Ver. 164. 



AND WRITINGS OF POPI. 2£9 

<\'^!^ tl^is^ very dull and laborious man was the 

6i^t publisher oi Shdktsptar^ that hit upon, the 

true and rational method of correcting and illus- 

tra^ting his author, that is, by reading such books 

(xyhatever trash Pope* might call them) as 

S(f AK£SP£AR read^ and by attending to the ge- 

gjuSf learning, and notions of his times.f. By 

purauing and perfecting which method, the pub- 

J19 li^s lately been presented with a most valuable 

^dl complete edition of all his works, by the 

united labours of such excellent critics as John*^ 

iiO^, $T££V|:ns9 Tyrwhit, and Malone. 



1 1 ^' >r 



2]5* Each wight^ who reads not, and but scans and spells^ 
£ach word-catcher, that lives ou syllables.]; 






It is very easy, but very ungrateful, to laugh 
At collectors of various readings, and adjusters 

Q3 of 

* Pope was irritated at the many blunders in his St^ake^ 
spear, that Theobald pointed out 

^-~i\ Ifi this manner also has Sp£Nse« been illustrated. See 
Oba^aitioDfl on the Fa€r3f duwn^^ by T. Warton, A. M. X.on« 
lioB^ )7d2,*8vo. 2d. edit, and the Canterbury Tales of Chaucer^ 

^itb Tucomparttble remarks by Mr. Tyrvihit. 

^.. , ," . • •• ■ • ■. . 

% Ver, 165, 



•90 BMUT 4>K TH£ CXNIITS 

of texts, those poor ptoneen of literatur^T: vlflR) 

diag forward : .-^ 

* . f •» . - — 

A waggQA-lodl of neaaiiigs fiir fme Mi4» ... - 

While A*$ depot^d, and B inth pon^ rcttor^d.* 



.>.^ 



To the indefatigable researches of many 

\ * ■ -■ i' 

Dutch commentator, and German editor, are W( 
indebted for that ease and facility idth which ¥ 
now are enabled to read. *' I am persuaded/ 

says Batle, ^' that the ridiculous obstinacy 6 

. ^ ' - ' *- 

ttie first critics, who lavished so much of thei 
time upon the question, whether we ought to say 

\lrg;ilius 

* Many are the ridicnloos stories told of the violent cbii* 
tests and quarrels of grammarians and commentaton, Ptt^ 
LBLPHUs^ who married the daughter of Emanuel Chrtsolokas^ 
laid a wager of one hundred crowns with Timothbus, a Greek 
grammarian, about the termination of a tentc ; which sum he 
staked against the long flowing beard of the grammarihfa ; and 
fining his wager, absolutely cut off the beard of TmoTBBSs* 

I 

This Cbrtsoloras ought not to be reckoned, as he comm^y 
js, among the Greeks whom the taking of Constantinople 
fi)Xt;ed into Italy.; since he died at the Council of Constl^ice^ 
in 1415, thirty-eight years before the Turks took that city | 
which was on the twenty-ninth of May, in 1453 x and more* 
over, Leonard of Arezao, in p. 25S of his Hist. ReWim Ital. 
plainly says, that Chrysoloras was in Italy from the; year 
U98. 




^VmfHius 
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vrgHius or Vergilius, has been ultimately of 
■great use; they thereby inspired men with an ex- 
treme veneration for antiquity ; tliey disposed 
them to a sedulous enquiry into the conduct and 
character of the ancient Grecians and Romans, 
and that gave occasion to their improving by 
those great examples." Diet, torn, v. p. 795. I 
have always been struck with the following words, 
of a commentator,* who was also a great philo- 

-sopher; I mean Dr. Clarke, who thus finishes 
the preface to his incomparable edition of Ho- 

^n.er.t 

■** Levia quidem hKc, & parvi forte, si per se 

spectentur moment!. Sed ex elementis constant, 

^cx principiis ortuntur, omnia : £t ex judicii con- 

Q 4f suetudine 



Mallbt, to gratify Pope, by abusing Bentley, published, 

• 'abuot this time, a very feuble and flimsy poem, on Verbal 

Criticism, stufl't^d with Illiberal cant about pedantry, aud col- 
"^ laton of manuscripts. Real scholars will always speak wiili 

due regard of such names as the Scafj^era, Salmasiuxs, Heih- 
■ sluses, Biirmaiis, Cronotiuaea, Beiskiuses, Marklands, Gesners, 

* and HeijTKs. 

' -f Whenever Dr. Clarke, who was of a tranquil and sedate 
"^ temper, spoke of Homer, he did it, as his friend Dr. Syfces 
informed me, with a vehemcat and enthusiastic admiration, 
very unusual to him on other subjects. 



AaetadinQ' w {jrebus tmmtis .adkibid^ /pend 
MBpittim^ iur-fnajnms vera* atqae accnrata 

•, .^,. » ' ■ . : - • ' • - • ■ ; : •. t . J . ■• 

I^fPr^Uy! in amber, to observe the fimns 

Of hairs, or straws, or dirt, or grubs, or worms !* 

Very elegant imagery, happily applied I Ad£ium 
nas made a beautiful use of a similar image, to a 
contrary purpose, and to illustrate excellence. 
^* Shakespear** (says he, Spectator 398}- " was 
horn with all the seeds of poetry, and may be 
compared to the stone in Pyrrhus's ring, which, 
as Pliny tells us, had the figure of Apollo and the 
nine Muses in the veins of it, produced by the 
spontaneous hand of nature, without any help of 
art." 

17« Did some more sober critic come abroad ; 
If wrong, I smird ; if right, I kiss'd the rbd.f 

^^uclvhe esteemed to be Mr. Spence's judicious 
Essay on his translation of the Odyssey ; a work 
^o^^! ^r^cst ^ta$te, and soundest criticism, and 
PoPE^ was so far from taking amiss, that it 



9 

* Vcr. 169, f Ver.^57. 



JMn^ iK&miff Oft 10 p* ffof £• 4B3S 

44s^iuu i> J( i ik&vje seeOt bj the Jcindnesa of : the < pi6» 
Bent Bishop of London, a copy of this work^ 
^th marginal observations written in Pope's owa 
liand,* and generally acknowledging the just« 
xiess of Sp£NC£'s observations, and in a few in« 
Btapces pleading, humorously enough, that some 
favourite lines might be spared. I am indebted 
to this learned and amiable man, on whose friend- 
3nip I set the greatest value, for most of the 

^anecdotes relating to Pope, mentioned in this 

-•-..""*.■■■' 

iwork, which. he gave me when I was making 
Inm a visit at Byfleet^ in the year 1754. 

■ I ' • ! ;. 

18.' The bard whom pilfer'd pastorals renown. 
Who turns si Persian tale for balf^a-crown.f 

And in a line before, 

Still to one Bishop Philips seems a wit. 

Philips 

i 

- ■ ■ • ■. * • ■■•1 *>••-'.■ ^ 

i *" Which do yon look upon (says Spenee one day to Pops) 
4is the best ^ge of our Poetry ?" ''..Why the la«t»I,t|ii«k^J^Mft 
now the old ones are all gone, and the young seem to hava n<r 
i^mtilation among th&m< 



» 



t Ver. 179. 
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Philips, certainly not a ^Tiy animated 'M 
first-rate vnter, yet appears not to deserve qai^ 
so much contempt, if we took at bis fir^t an^ 
fifth Pastoral, his epistle from Copenhagen, his 
Ode on the Death of Earl Cowper, his tranal*' 
tions * of the two first Oljtnpic Odes of Pindar^ 
the two Odes of Sappho; and, above all, hi^ 
pleasing tragedy f of the Dlstrest Mother. J 

How far Addison, as bath been insinuated^ 
vas concerned in altering and improving Philips'^— ' 
works, cannot now be ascertained. He was ao — 
cused of reporting, that Mr. Pope was an enemy 

to 



*The secret grounds of Philips's malignity to Pope, are said 
to be the ridicule and laughter he met with from all the Han- 
orer Clob, of nhicb be was secretary, furmistaking the itv 
comparable ironical paper in the Guardian, No. 40, which 
was written by Pope, for a serious crliiciun on pastoral poel^. 
The learned //(^Rc also mistook this irony, as appears b 
■202.*. I. of hi» Virgil. 

r -f Bacine, in his remarks on his father's A ndrom: 
I iiCensuied this play of Philips, p. 207. t. i. 

I I hsTe heard Mr. Garrick say, that Addison wrote tl 
,'kbratcd epilogue to this tragedy, published in the name lif 
Bttdgell: that this was a feet he received from some of the 
Tunsons. And Addison is said also to have largely com 
and improved Budgell's translatloa of Thcopbrastiu. 



■aj poeiQr* a 
iletB^^^^ 



RAND WRITING-S OP POPE. 235 

government, and that he had a hand in the 
famous party paper called Tlie Examiner. 

J 9, And owii'd that nine such poets made a Tale.* 

Young says, with equal pleasantry, of the 
Same Nahum Tate, 

He's now a scribbler, who was once a man.f 



20. Peace to all such ! but were there one whose fires 
True genius kindles, and fair fame inspires; 
Blest with each talent, and each art to please. 
And born to write, converse, and live with ease : 
Should such a nian, too fond to rule alone. 
Bear, like the Turk,| no brother near the throne. 



li 



i^irhis is from Bacon de Au^entis Scient. lib. iii. p. ISO. 
Etsi euim Aristoteles, more Ottoman no rum, regnnre se hand 
tilt^ posse putarct, nisi fratres suos omnes contrucidasset. 

Which thought, and also that of Cato's little senate, are 
used in a letter (o Mr. Craggs, dated July 15, 17 1 5. Ourau* 
tfaot frequently ha.s vei-sified passages from his own letters, "It 
i« usual with the smaller parly to make up in interest what 
they want in number ; and this is the cose with the little se- 
nate of Cato. We have, it seems, a Great Turk in poetry, 
who can never bear a brolher on the throne; and has his mutei 
too, a set of nodders, winkers, and whisperers, who.se business 
it M to strangle all other offspring of wit in their birth." Vol. 
vii. p. 30O, 
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View him widi acwrmM, jtL vitk jealops ^ei^ 
Aftd bate for aits that Gans'd kimself to rise ; 
DuM witk Istst pniae, asttat vitk otQ leer, 
Aad, withoot s&eenii|^ teaefa tbe rest to aeer : ^ ^ 
WiUiog to wound, and jet afraid to szike ; 
Just hi«t a £nil^ and hesitate dislike ; 
Alike ieieiT*d to blame, or to co — lead ; 
A tim'ioos fee, and a smpicioiis fnend ; 
' I>readiDg er'n fools, by flatterers besieg'd; 
And flo obCgi^, that he ne'er obliged ; 
like CaiOs give his little senate lawi^ 
And sit attentire to his own applanse. 
While wits and Templars er'ry sentence nastp 
And wonder with a foolish lace ofpnise i , -- 

Who bot most lang^, if soch a man there be? 
Who woold not weep, if .^Ifficiif were he !* 

Tins is that £iiiioiis character of Abdiioh ff 
whicb has been so much cominen€led for its wit 
and poignancy, atnd so much oensnicd ibr 119- 
bitterness and malignity. The provocatiOBs thaC 
jodnced our author to write it, wfaidi bcdid M^ 

cuiff 

♦ Ver. 193. 

' t Old Jacob Tonson hated Addison. * You will ate^ hkil ' 
(sq» he) nme datj a Bidbop.** He intended to bate given a 
translation of all the Psalms, of which design his Tenion of 
the 2^ is a beautifid specimen. Addison used to spesik con* 
tfmptnoflfcty of big own ncconnt of the Enf^iah poets, addmsed^- 
t» hisroldiiriend jSadbevere/i.. It is remackabletr i^bat Addiaoa 
declared behad nerer lead ^auer when he gare ilu chancier 
IS that accoonL 
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fearly as 1721, though it was not inserted in this 
lepistle tiii 1733, have been toiiclied upon in the 
iCrst volume of this Essay, at page 152. Since 
khat time, a writer of the first eminence, who to 
Si consummate knowledge of the laws, history, 
mnd antiquities of his country, joined the most 
exquisite taste in polite literature, the late much- 
iJamented Sir William Blackstone, drew up, with 
liis usual precision and penetration, a paper that 
minutely investigated all the facts that have been 
urged against Addison's conduct to Pope. The 
chain of his reasoning would be injured, by en- 
deavouring to abridge this paper ; 1 must there- 
fore refer the reader to the second volume of the- 
Biographia Britannica, published by Dr. Kippis, 
page 56, and shall only insert the conclusion of 
I it ; which is as follows : " Upon the whole, howr 
JBver, Mr. Pope may be excusable for peuning 
such a character of his friend iu the first tran- 
sports of poetical indignation, it reflects no great 
honour on liis feelings, to liave kept it in petto fpt 
8<x years, till after the death of Mr, Addison,' 
I an«l then to permit its publication, (whether by 
: recital, or copy, makes no matciial diffcrenceij). 
, and at leneth, at the distance of 18 years, hatid' 
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it down to posterity iugrafted into one of his-i 
pital productions. Nothing surely could justify 
so long and so deep a resentment, unless tb^^! 
story be true of the commerce between AddisorSI 
and Gildon, which will require to be very fully"* 
proved, before it can be believed of a gentlemai^fl 
vho was so amiable in his moral character, and-9 
who (in his own case) had two years before ex — ^ 
pressly disapproved of a personal abuse upon A 
Mr. Dennis. The person, indeed, from vfaora ^ 
Mr. Pope is said to have received this anecdote, ■" 
about the time of his writing the character, (viz. " 
about July 1715,) was no other than the Earl of 
Warwick, son-in-law to Mr. Addison himself; 
and the something about Wycherty (in which 
the story supposes that Addison hired Gildon to 
abuse Pope and his family) is explained by a 
note on the Dunciad, vol. i. p. 296, to mean a 
pamphlet containing Mr. Wycherly's life. Now 
it happens, that in July, 1715, the Earl of "War- 
wick (who died at the age of twenty-three, 
in August 1721) was only a boy of seventeen, 
and not likely to be entrusted with such a secret^ 
by a statesman between forty and fifty, with , 
whom it does not appear be was any-way con- 
nected 
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iected or acquainted. For Mr. Addison was 
apt married to his mother, the Countess of War- 
bick, till the following year, 17l6: nor could 
BiUlon have been employed in July, I7I5, to 
■rrite Mr. Wycherly's life, who hved till the De- 
Bember following. As, therefore, so many in- 
lionsistencies are evident in the story itself, which 
Rever found its way into print till near sixty 
years after it is said to have happened, it will be 
po breach of charity to suppose, that the whole 
irf it was founded on some misapprehension in 
either Mr. Pope or the Earl ; and unless better 
^roof can be given, we shall readily accjuit Mr. 
.^ddiaon of this most odious part of the charge." 

1 1 beg leave to add, that as to the other ac- 
jcusation. Dr. Young, Lord Eathurst, Mr. Harte, 
• and Lord Lytlelton, each of them assured me, 
/that Addison himself certainly translated the 
first book of Homer. Yet I have very lately 
jSlieard, that some proofs to the contrary have 
\feen just discovered, which every man of can- 

fiur will be glad to see published. 



, ^roud as Apollo on hU forked hill. 
Sate full-blown Bt/o, puff'd by ev'ry quillj 
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Fed with soft dcdicatioD afl dajlons* 

Horace and he went band •■ hand in 9am^ 

His library (where busts of poets dead«* 

And a true Phidar rtood witfaovt a head) 

BeceiT'd of wits aa MdiiliBgwisfa'd lacc^ 

Who first his jodgmeot ask'd, aad then a place ; 

Much they extolPd his pictures, much hb seal; 

And flatter'd er'ry daj; and some dajs eat» 

Till, grown more frogal in his riper days. 

He paid some bards with port, and some with praise-f 

Dr. Youxg*s parasites and flatterers are paint* 
ed vith equal humour, and a generous contempt 
of servility : 



Who'd be a cmfch to prop a rotten peer ; 
Or living pendant dangling at his ear ; 
For erer whispering secrets, which were blown. 
For months before, by trumpets thro' the town r 

Who'd 



* The poverty of Batler is often mentioned among the dis* 

tresses of poets as a reproach to his age, and particularly to 

Charles H. who was so fond of Hadibras. But Dr. Pearce, 

the late Bishop of Rochester, related, that Mr. Lowndes, tbea 

belonging to the Treasury, and in the reigns of King William 

and Queen Anne, Secretary toflit, assured him, that, by order of 

King Charles H. he had paid to Batler a yearly pension of 

lOOl. to the time of his decease. After having been in many 

important offices, and an Ambassador at Paris, Prior had, at 

one time of his life, nothing left but the income of his fellow* 

•hip of St. John's College, Cambridge. Bufe is said to 

liOrd Halifax. 

t Ver. 231. 
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Who'd be 3 gla^Sgwitti ftallefing grimace. 
Still to reflect the temper of liis face ; 
Or happy pio, to stick upon hia sleeve, 
When my lord's gracious, and vouchnafet it leave ; 
Or ciuhioti, when his heaviness shall please 
To loll, or thump it for hii better easej 
Or a vile butt, for noon or night bespoke. 
When the peer rashly swearg he'll club hit jnlce? 
Who'd shake with laughter, tho'' he could not find 

I JlisI^'^^'^'P'^i^st > or, if his ROM broke wiadt 
For blessings to the Gods profoundly bow- 
That can cry chimney-sweep, or drive a plough t 

9 .)'. 

22. Diyden alone* (what wonder?) catne not nigbj 
Dfyden alone escap'd hi* Judging eye; 

DL. II. K 



Alluding to the subscription that was made for his funeral, 
th spoke an oration over him. His necessities obliged him 
iroduce (besides many other poetical pieces) tvveoty-seven 
m in twenty. five years. He got 251. for the copy, and 701. 
lis benefits generally. Dfarnaiic poetry was certainly not 
alent. His plays, a very few passages excepted, are in- 
irably unnatural. It is remarkable, that he did not scruple 
mfess, that he could not relish the pathos and simplicity of 
pides. When he published his fables, Tonson agreed to 
rbim two hundred and sixty-eight pounds fur ic* thousand 
s. And, to complete the full number of lines stipulatod 
(he gave the bookseller the epistle to his cousin, and the 
Jrated music ode. " Old Jacob Tonson nsed to say, that 
jen WHS a little jealous of rivals. He would compliment 
m when a play of his failed, but was very cold to him if he 
njth success. He sometimes usc-d to say that Crovin had 
t genius; but then he added always, that his father and 
7%'s mother werr very well acquainted." Mr. Pope W 
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But still, the great Iiave kindne.is in reseire ; 
He help'd to bury whom he help'd to Ktarve. * 



Our poet, with true gratitude, has seized 
every opportunity of shewing his reverence for 
his great master, Dryden ; whom Swift as coa- 
stantly depreciated and maHgned. " I do affina* 
(says he, severely, but with exquisite irony i*-'^ 
deed, in the Dedication of the Talc of a Tub tc^ 
Prince Posterity,) upon the word of a sincer^^ 
man, that there is now actually in being a certair"^^ 
poet, called John Dryden, whose translation olK^ 
Virgil was lately printed in a large folio, well— — * 
bound, and, if diligent search were made, foc:^ 
aught I know, is yet to be seen." And he attacks^^ 

him again in the Battle of Books. Siiaftes 1 

BUEV is also very fond of petulantly carping at::^ 
Dryden. " To see the incorrigibleness of our 
poets, in their pedantic manner, (says he, vol. iii. 
p. S76,) their vanity, defiance of criticism, their 
ihodomontade, and poetical bravado, we need 
only turn to our famous poet-laureat, the very 
Mr. Bats himself, in one of his latest and most 
valued 
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I Valued pieces, Don Sebastian,* writ many years 

I after the ingenious author of the Rehearsal had 

Miawn his picture." Shaftesbury's reseutmentf 

I excited hy the admirable poem of Absalom 

and Jlchitophel ; and particularly by four lines iii 

it, tiiat related to Lord Ashley, his father : 

And ail to leave, what with his toil he won. 
To that unfeather'd, two-legg'd thing, a son ; 
Got while his soul did huddkd notions try, 
And born a shapeless lump, like anarchy. 

R 2 But 



* The dramatic works of Lope ds Vega make twenty-six 

' *oTumes, besides four hundred soriptural dramatic pieces, his 

*4uC(M SacramcTitales. His biographer iiifirnu', that he often 

Qoished a play in twenty-four hours; nay, some of hi« come- 

dien in less than five. He wrote during his life 21,316,000 

■f I remember to have heard my father say, that Mr. Elijah 
F«nton, who was his intimale friend, and had been liis master, 
informed him, that Dryden, upon seeing some of Swift's earliest 
irerses, said to him, " Young man, you will never be a poet :" 
knd that this was the rause of Swift's rooted aversion to Dry- 
den, mentioned above. Baticig and Philemon was so much 
and so often altered, at the instigation of Addison, who men. 
tioned this circumstance to my father, at Magdalen College, 
that not above eight lines remain as they originally stood. 
The violence of party diapulea never interrnpled the sincere 
friendship that subsisted between Swift and Addison, though 
of snch opposite tempers as well a» principles. 
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But Drjden's u'orks will rcmaio vhen the Oa- 
racterutics will be forgotten. L 

as. Blest be the Great for those they take away. 
And those they left roe ; for they left me Gai 
Left metn see aeglecled genias bloom. 
Neglected die, aiid tell it on his tomb. 
Of all thy blameless life, the sole return 
My verse, aad Qneensb'ry weeping o'er thy mil !' 



The sweetness and simplicity of Gay's tem- 
per and manners, much endeared him to alibis 
acquaintance, and made them always speak of 
him with particular fondness and attachment. 
He wrote with neatness, and terseness, Eequai* | 
quSdam mediocritate, but certainly without anj 
elevation; frequently without any spirit. ThX"*! 
VIA "f appears to be the beat of his poems, i*^ 
which are many strokes of genuine humour an£^ 
pictures of London-life, which are now becom^ 
curious, because our manners, as well as outfi 
dresses, have been so much altered and changed^ 



• Ver. 255. 

t The fable of Cloacins is iiHlelicate. I should think thii 
was one of the hints giren him by Swift, who himself was in- 
debted, for many rtrokts in his Gulliver, to Bishop Godu/in'i 
Man in the Moon, or Voyage of Domingo Gonzales, 163S. 
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■within a few years. His fables, the most popu- 
iar of all his works, have the fault of many mo- 
dem fahle-writers,* the ascribing to the differ-. 
ent animals and objects introduced, speeches 
and actions inconsistent with their several na- 
tures. An elepliant can have nothing to do in a 
bookseller's shop. They are greatly inferior to 
^iahlcsof Za Fontaine, which is perhaps the 
roost unrivalled Mork in the whole French lan- 
guage. The Beggar's Opera has surely been 
extolled beyond its merits ; I could never per- 
ceive that fine vein of concealed satire supposed 
to run through it; and though I should not join 
with a bench of Westminster Justices in forbid- 
ding it to be represented on the stage, yet I 
think pickpockets, strumpets, and highwaymen, 
may be hardened in their vices by this piece; 
R 3 and 



* Tbe long and languid hitroduclions to the fublcs in tlie 
second volume (which is indeed much inferior to the first) 
read like parly pamphlets versified. Dioac has not rescued us 
from the imputation of having no pastoral-comedy, that can 
be compared, in the amallefit degree, to the Aminta or Pastor 
Fido. The pastorals were wriUen to ridicule those of Philips, 
and consequently very acceptable to Pope. Folly, the seetind 
part of the Beggar's Opem, ibough it brought him a good 
deal of money, above t200 poandx, being published by sub- 
KriptioDj is not equal to the firtrt. 
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aod that Pope and Swift talked too highly of ita 
moral good effects. One undesigned and aoci* 
dental mischief attended its success : it was the 
parent of that most monstrous of all dramatic 
absurdities, the Comic Opera. The frieadahip of 
two such excellent personages as the Duke and 
Duchess of Queensberry, did, in truth,- com- 
pensate poor Gay's want of pension* and prefer- 
ment They behaved to him constantly with 
that delicacy, and sense of seeming equality, as 
never to suffer him for a moment to feel his state 
of dependence. Let every man of letters, who 
mshes for patronage, read D'Alembert's Essay on 
living with the Great, before he enters the house 
of a patron. And let him always remember the 
fate of Racine, who, having drawn up, at Ma- 
dame Maintenon's "I" secret request, a memorial 

that 



* I was informed by Mr. Spedce, that Addison, in. bis last I 
illness, sent to desire to speak frith Mr. Gay, and told bim be i 
bad mach injured him ; probably with respect to his gaining 
some appointment from the eourt: but, said he, if I recover, | 



to reconipeDse you. 



I will endee 

■\ The most exact account of the occaiiioD do, which Kacif^ ' 
wrote his excellent Esther and Aihaliah, at iSe ^quest of Ma- j 
daine Maintenon, few the use of the young Ijidfs? ^t gt. Cyr, 
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Uiat Strongly painted the distresses of the French. 
satioD, tlie weight of their taxes, and the ex- 
pences of the court, she could not resist the ira- 
portanity of Lewis XIV. but shem-ed him her 
friend's piper ; against whom the king immer 
diately conceived a violent indignation, because' 
a poet should dare to busy himself with politics. 
Racine had the weakness to take this anger of the 
king so much to heart, that it brought on a low 
fever, which hastened his death. The Duchess 
of Queensberry would not liave so betrayed her 
poetical friend Gay. 

24. eSjrs'd"be theyerse, how well aoe'erit-fldw, ' 
That'tcndBto make one worthy man ntyfoe, ' 
GW: Trrtiit scanftal) iDbocence a fear, ' 
Orfrom the bo ft -ey'd virgin steal a tear!* ' 

M. Dtsp&EATJX 8"appkudissoit fort'S l*jige de 

soixante & onze ans, de ,n'a-voir rien mis dans ses 

vers qui choqiiSt les bonnes mo?ui>s. C'est une 

consolation, disoit il, pour les vJeux poetes, qui 

II 4 doivent 



is to be found in ten Souvenirs de Mad. De Cayliii, p. I8S. 
There also ar« Aomeveiy JDleresting and authenoi.' {iartitul&rs 
of the life of Madame Maiiuenon. 
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doiveiit bient6t rend re compte & Dtca de leura 
actioos. L. 2. Tom. v. 4. P. 18. 



Hippy htdeed was the poet, of whom his wor* 
thy and amiable * friend could so cnity say, that 
in all his works vas not to be discovered 



One line, that <)yiii£, be couU nub t« blot ! 



i< 



** Would to God," said Averboes, (regret- 
ttng the libertinism of some verses which he bad 
made in his youth,) " I had been bom old l" 



FosiTiixK and Ca&L'cxa, dying. wUbl nowroU 
The (prigbtlieat e£(art of their nanion thought] 
SrDNEV and Walles, brighter aoas of fame. 
CoDdeam'd the chann of agea to the flamcf 

25, Let Sponis tremble— 'What! that ihiug of silk, 
Sporas, that mere wbtie curd of ass's milk ! 
Satire or sense, alas ! ran Sporus feel t 
Who breaiks a butterfly upon a wheeW 
Yet lei me flap this oug with gilded wings. 
This painted child of dirt, ih^t sitaks and stingi | 
Whose buzz the witty and the fair annoys. 
Yet wil ne'er tastes, and beauty ne'er enjoys ; 



Lord Lyitelton, in the Prologue to Thomson's Corio* 
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Mt W. M. in * ferses to the Imitator of Horace^ 
1732. This lady's beauty, wit, genius, and tri- 
vels, of wliich she gave an account in a series of 
elegant and entertaining letters, very cliaracteris- 
ticalof the manners of the Turks, and of which 
many are addressed to Pope, are well known, 
and justly celehrated. With both these noble 
personages had Pope lived in a state of intimacy. 
And justice obligeth us to confess, that he him- 
self was the aggressor in the quarrel with them ; 
ai he first assaulted and affronted Lord i£. by 
titese two lines in his imitation of the Ist Sat. of 
Horace's second book : 



The li lies are weak, another's pluas'd to say ; 
Lord Taiiny spins a thousand such a day. 



kAnd 
' itttAuu ,lU 
After ber. quarrel with Mr. Pope, which Lord Petetbo- 
Tongh in ^ain endeavoured to reconcile, she wrote thuti from 

Florence, to the Countess of . " The word malignity, 

and a passage in your Ifttcr, call to my mind the wicked wasp 
of Twickenham ; his lyes affect me now no more ,- they will 
be all as much despised as the siory of the seraglio and the 
handkerchief, of which I am persuaded he was the only in- 
ventor.. That man has a malignant and ungenerous heart;' and 
he is barte enough lo assume the mask of a moralist, in order 
to decry human nature, and to give a decent vent to his hatred 
of man and womankind." 
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And Lady M. W. M, by the cigbty-diird fine of 
the same piece, too gross • to be here repeated. 

It is a siDgular circamsUDce, that oar antbcv's 
indication was so refaement and inexhaustible; 
that it furnished him vith another ioveciive, of 
equal power, in prose^ which is to be found at 
the end of the eighth volume, containing fais 
letters. The reader that turns to it, page 953, 
(for it is too long to be here inserted, and loo 
full of matter to be abridged,) will find, that it 
abounds in so many new modes of irony, in so 
many unexpected strokes of sarcasm, in so many 
sudden and repeated blows, that he does not 
allow the poor devoted peer a moment's breathing- 
time: 



Kanr d«ttr& ingemJDaiia ictos. Done ille sinislri ; 
Nee iDora, nee re<]aiea ; quam malta grandiae nin 
Cnlmitiibai crepiunt ; sic denaiR ictibos hem 
Craber utriqae niaafi polsat, yewalqiie.t ■- 



• Soal»ai 
ceniing FiiItu 



B linei 97, sa, 8!>, 90, of Uie third eputk 
and Old Xanes. But lei as remember, that 



Aj the Mfl plume gives swi^nes* U 
Good-breeding sends the satire to t 



ibe dart, 
; heart. 



M 



t £.0. ». rer. 457. 
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Tt is, indeed, the niaster-ptece of invective, and 
perhaps excels the character of Sporus itself, ca- 
pital as that is, above quoted. Who, however^ j 
would wish to be the author of such a cutting J 
invective.-' But can this he the nobleman (wq| 
are apt to ask) whom Aliddlelon, in his dedica- ' 
tion to the History of the Life of Tully, has so i 
seriously and earnestly praised, for his strong . 
good sense, his consummate politeness, his real' 
patriotism, his rigid temperance, liis tliorough ' 
knowledge and dcftnce of the laws of his coun- 
try, his accurate shill in history, his unexampled 
and unremitted diligence in literary pursuits ; who 
added credit to this very history, as Scipio and 
Lxlius did to that of Polybius, by revising and 
correcting it ; and brightening it,* as he expresses 



* The Life of Tully procured Dr. Midilleton a great repu- 
i tatioD, and a great suin of money. It is a pleasing and useful 
' work, tispeciaily to younger readers, as it givea a comprehen- 
alve view of a moat ioieresting period in the Roman historj', 
t and of the characters principally concerned in those impor- 
I tant events. It may be worth observing, tliat he is much in- 
debted, without acknowledging it, to a. curious book, little 
known, entitled, G. Bctlcndint, Scoli, de Tribus Lmninibua 
Romanarvm, Libri 1 6- Parisiis Apud Tassanvm du Bray, 
1634. Folio; dedicated to King Charles. It comprehends & 

history 



i 



ISSAY 0« THE GEVIOt 

it, by the strokes of his pencil ? The m»n tfcrf 
haci written this spleBdid encomium on Lord H. 
couM not, we may imagine, be very well affecUci 
to the bard who had painted Lord Fanny i«« 
fidiculous a light. We find him writing tha> to 

Dr. 



li!slory of Rome, from the foundation of the city lo tbeliM> 
of AuguMflS drawn up in the very words of Cictro. withe* 
■ny alteration of any expression. In this book MidditUM 
fouad erery part of Cicero'* own historj-, in hi» own word* 
and his works arranged in chronological order, wilfaonl taribft 
troubk. The inipr«3'«ion of this work being shipped for £ng- 
laniJ, was lout in the Tessel, which was casl away, and only » 
few copies remained, that had been left in Ftbikc, 1 «eM»(« 
to ny, that the style of Mitldleton, which is commonly es- 
teemed very purr, is blemished wilh many vulvar and eant 
terms. Sach as Pompey had a month's mind, &c. He has not 
been successful in the traaslations of iboK many episth* *>f 
TuUy which he has inserted; which, howerer curions, yet 
break the thread of tht narraliou. Mrmgault and Melnurih have 
far exceeded him in iheir excellent translations of these pieces, 
ti-bicb are, after all, some of the most precious remains of an- 
tiquity. What a treasnre would it have been, if the letlen of 
Tully to Julius C^sar had remained ! As also his Journal and 
Ephemcrides ; and the Commentaries of Sylla, Lucullua, and 
Poilio. It IE usual to lament the loss of the Decads of LiTy ; 
but surely we might as much wish to recover the lost books of 
Diodonis SIculus, and Polybius, and the account of Aaoibal 
nenlioned by Cornelius Nepos. 1 will just add, that great 
part of Middlaon't Letter from Rome, is taken from a little 
■aknoiVD French book, entitled, Lci CunjomuUt 
^Ww4ow atcc let AncUrmcs. A IcyJff, cAre 1. Sambix, II 



AND WRITINGS OF POPE. 255 

Warburton, Jan, 7, 1740: " You have 
tvinced the orthodoxy of Mr. Pope's principles ; 
but, like the old Commentators on his Homer, 
\will be thought, perhaps, in some places, to have 
Ifound a meaning for him, that he himself never 
dreamt of. However, if you did not Jind him a 
philosopher, you will ?iiake him one ; for he will 
te wise enough to take the benefit of your read- 
ing, and make his future essays more clear and 
Consistent," 

SG. That not ia Fancy's maze he waniler'd long, 
But stoop'd to Truth, and moraliz'd his song.*^ 

Here is our author's own declaration, delivered 
in the most precise and positive terms, that he 
■early left the more poetical provinces of his art, 
to become a moral, didactic, and satiric poet. 

' 37. Of gentle blood -J- (part shed in honour's causG, 
I "While yet in Britain honour had applause) 

£ach parent sprung; what fortune pray their own. 
And better gut than ficstia's from the throne. 



\ t When Mr. Pope published the notes on the Epistle ta 
I Dr. Arbuthnot, giving an account of bis family, Mr. Pottin- 



SA6 



EfiSAY ON THE CEN1U9 , 



ing no ^triTe, 
a nuble wife ; 



s rage. 



r try. 



Bori^ tp m (u-iJe, inhecili 

Nor marrying d 

Sh^riger to civil 

Tht good man walk'rl ii 

No tpurts lie Fiaw, no sails would < 

Nor dar'A an oalli, nor hazarded 3 

('Rlearn'<l| he knew no schoolman's stibtilu MCllLfi 

No language, but the language of the heart. 

By nature honest, by experience wise. 

Healthy by temp'rauce. and by esercise ; 

His life, tho' long, lo sickness pnst unknown ; 

His death was instant, and without a groan.* 



60 [J.]^ 



ger, a relation of his, observed, that his cousin Pope had made 
himself out a fine pedigree, but he wondered where he got it; 
that he never had heard any thing himself of thtir being de- 
scended from the Earls of Down ; and, what is more, he had 
an old maiden aunt, equally related, a great genealogist, who 
was always talking of her family, but never mentioned this 
circumstance; on which she certainly would not have been 
silent, had she known any thing of it. Mr. Pope's grand- 
father was a clergyman of the church of England, in Hamp. 
■hire. He placed his son, Mr. Pope'x futher, with a merchant 
at Liibon, where he became a convert to Popery. (Thus &r 
Dr. Bolton, late Dean of Carlisle, a friend of Pope ; from IHr, 
Potlingcr.J The burying-place and monuments of the family 
of the Popes', Earls o( Down, is at Wroxton, Oxfordshire. The 
Earl of Guildford says, that he has seen and examinL-d the pe- 
digrees and descents of that family, and is sure that there 
were then none of the name of Pope left, who could be de< 
•cended from that family.— Ci^rum John Lovedjiy, of Cavertham, 
Msquire.) 
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BoiLSAUy* who has been so fSrequently quoted, 
because he was the model of our author, speaks 
thus of his father and family, in an epistle that 
was justly one of his favourite works, addressed 
(in imitation of Horace's Vertumnum Janumque) 
^o his verses : 



Que SI que]qa*un, men yen, alors tous importune^ 
Pour scavoir mes parens^ ma vie & ma fortune, 
Cont^s-lui, qu' allid d'ass^s hauls Magistrals^ 
Fils d'un Pere Greffier, ne d'ayeux Avocats ; 
Dhs le berceau perdant uue fort jeune mere, 
Reduit seize ans apres a pleurer mou vieux Pere, 
J'allai d'ua pas hardi, par moi-mesme guid^, 
£t de mon seul Genie en marchant second^, 
Studieux amateur, & de Perse & d'Horace, 
Ass^s pr^s de Regnier m'asseoir sur le Parnasse ; 

TOL. II. S Qtt« 



* He had no asperity in his temper. Mad. de Sevign6 used 
to say. He is cruel only in verse. Being punctual in perform- 
ing all acts of religion, he was one day in the country, and 
went to confession to a priest who did not know him. " What 
is your occupation ?" said the good man. " To make verses,'* 
replied Boileau. " So much the worse,'* said the Priest. 
^ And what sort of verses ?" " Satires." " Still worse and 
worse," said the confessor. '• And against whom ?" '* Against 
those (said Boileau) who make bad verses ; against such mis* 
chievous works as operas and romances." •' Ah ! my friend, 
(says the Confessor,) there is no harm in this ; and I ha?e no- 
thing more to say to you." * 

Memoiresde J. l^ine, p. \9Q* 
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Que par un coup de sort ao grand joar ameni 
Bt de bords da Permesse a la Cour entraisn^, 
Je s^e^s, prenant Pessor par de rontes noavenes 
Eslever ass^s haat mes poetiqaes iiles ; 
Que ce Roy* dont le nom fait trembler tant de Rois 
Voulut bien que ma main crayonnait ses exploits : 
Qoe pins d'un grand m'aima junqnes a la tendresfte ; 
Que ma veiie a Colbert inspiroit, I'allegresse ; 
Qu' aujourd'bui mesme encor de deux sens affbibli 
Retir^ de la cour & non mis en oubli ; 
Pli}s d'un Heros epris des fruits de mon estade, 
Vient.quelquefois ches moi gouter la solitade.f 



A>1 



* He was appointed bistoriograpber to tbe King, witb Ra^ 
cine, in October, 1677. They botb, together with Vander'- 
Mealen, the painter, accompanied Louis XIV. in his oaten 
tatious expedition to Flanders. After tbe death of Racing h 
went once to Versailles, to inform the King of the loss of hi 
colleague ; and when he took his leave, Louis obligingly a 
to him, shewing him his watch, which he happened to hoi 
in his hand, '' Remember that I have always one hour in the 
week to give you, whenever you will come to me/* 

. It is to be regretted that Boileau never finished, what he 
told his friends he had sketched out, the life of Diogenes the 
Cynic, a comic romance, in which much literature, satire^ 
dnd knowledge of life and manners, would have appeared. 
Let me take this occasion of adding, that it is also to be re- 
gretted, that Montesquieu never finished a politiciil romance 
he intended to give, called Arsaces. 

f Epistre x. rer. 9S. 
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-All these particularities of his father, family, 
and fortuQes, become interesting. There is in 
this passage the true manner of Horace, his easy 
vigour, and Jirma facilitas. It is on occasion 
of thi$ epistle that Boileau wrote his celebrated 
letter to Mqhs. de MaucroiXj from which I shall, 
^vithout any scruple, give a large extract, as it is 
§o replete with good sense and solid criticism, 
«iiid contains so many judicious observations' on 
the more remote and interior beauties of style. 
Tom. iii. p, 185. ParM. de Saint Marc. 1747. 

. Racan excelle sur tout, k mon avis, k dire 

les petites choses, & c'est en quoi il ressemble 

mieux aux anciennes, que j^admire sur tout par 

cet endroit. Plus les choses sont seches & mal 

ais6es k dire en vers, plus elle frapent quand elles 

8ont dites noblement, & avec cette elegance qui 

fait proprement la po6sie. Je me souviens que 

M^ de la Fontaine m'a dit plus d*une fois, que les 

jdeux vers de mes ouvrages qu*il estimoit davan- 

.tage, c'estoit ceux od je loue le Roi d*avoir ^tabli 

JsL manufacture des points de France, k la place 

des points de Venise. Les voicL C*est dans la 

premiere Epistre k sa Majesty. 

S2 Et 
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£l nos voisins frustrez de ces tributs sernltM, 
Que payoit d leur art le luxe de nos villes. < 

Virgile & Horace sont divins en cela, aos&i 
bien qu' Homere. Cest tout le contraire de no* 
Poetes, qui ne disent que des chose8Vagues,'<|utf 
d'autres ont d6ja dites avant eux, & dont led ex*^ 
presslons sont trouv6es. Quand ils sortent de Idy- 
lls ne s^auroient plus s'exprimer, & ils tombien^ 
dans une secheresse qui est encore pire que leitn^ 
larcins. Pour moy, je ne S9ay pas si j'y ajr 
r6ussi : mais quand je fais des vers, je songe toA* 
jours k dire ce qui ne s'est point encore dit en 
nostre langue. C'est ce que j'ay principaleinent 
affect^ dans une nouvelle epistre, que j*ay faitc 
k propos de toutes les Critiques, qu*on a impri- 
ni6es contre ma derniere satire. J'y codtetout 
ce que j'ay fait depuis que je suis au monde, j'y 
rapporte mes defauts, mon 4ge, mes inclinations, 
mes moeurs. J'y dis de quel Pere & de quelle 
Mereje suis n6. J'y marque les degr6s de nia 
fortune ; coipment j'ay 6st6 k la cour, comment 
j^en suis sorti ; les incommbdites qui me sont sur- 
venucs; les ouvrages que j'ay faits. Ce sont 
bien de petites cboses dites en asses, peu de mots, 
1 ^ puisqQ« 
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puisque la piece n'a pas plus de cent trente vers. 
EUe n'a pas encore veu le jour, & je ne I'ay pas 
mesme encore ecrite. Mais il me paroist que 
toos'ceux k qui je Pay recitee, en sont aussi frap- 
fex que d'aucun autre de nies ouvrages. Croi- 
riez-vous, Monsieur, qu*un des endroits oil ils sc 
recrient le plus, c'est un endroit qui ne dit autre 
ehose, sinon qu' aujourd'huy que j'ai cinquante- 
sept ans, je ne dois plus pretendre k Tapprobation 
pablique. Cela est dit en quatre vers que je veux 
bien vous ecrire ici, afin que vous me mandiez si 
vous les approuvez. 

Mais aujourd'hui qu' enfin la Vieillesse venue. 
Sous mes faux cheveux blonds d^ja toute chenue, 
A jett^ sur ma teste avec ses doigts pesans^ 
Onze lustres complets surchargez de deux ans. 

II me semble que la Perruque est asses heu- 
*eusement frondee dans ces quatres vers. 

^28. O, friend ! may each domestic bliss b« thine ! 
Be no unpleasing melancholy mine ! 
Me let the tender office long engage. 
To rock the cradle of reposing age i^ 

S 3 With 

* See a letter to Mr, Richardson, desiring him to come to 
Twickenham, and tak« a sketch of his mother, just after she 
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With lenient arts ei^tend a mother's breath. 
Make languor smile, and smooth thft bed of death ; 
Explore the thought, explain the asking eye. 
And keep awhile one parent from the sky !* 

These exquisite lines give us a very interesting 

' . _» 

picture of the exemplary filial piety of our au- 
thor.f There is a pensive and pathetic sweet- 
ness in the very flow of them. The eye that has 
been wearied and opprest by the harsh and aus- 
tere colouring of some of the preceding pas- 
sages, turns away with pleasure from these aspe- 
rities, and reposes with complacency on the soft 
tints of domestic tenderness. We are naturally 
gratified to see great men descending from their 
heights, into the familiar offices of common life ; 
and the sensation is the more pleasing to us, be- 
cause 



was dead, June 20, 1733. '' It would afibrd (says he) the 
finest image of a saint expired, that ever painter drewV 
Vol. viii. p. 233. 

* Ver. 406. 

f For which also another truly great poet was remarkable. 
See Memoirs of Mr. Gray's Life, passim* Apd so also was 
Arioso* 
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^ause admiration is turned into affection. In the 
v^eiy ^Mtertaining memoirs of the life of Racine, 
^published by his son,) we find no passage* 
^iiore amusing and interesting, than where that 

^reat poet sends an excuse to Monsieur, the 

. . . . - . . 

^iike, who had earnestly invited him to dine at 
the Hotel de Conde, because he had promised 
to partake of a great fish that his children had 
got for him, and he could not think of disap^ 
pointing them. 

BffELANCTHON appeared in an amiable lights 
when he was seen holding a book in one hand, 
and attentively reading, and with the other rock- 
ing the cradle of his infant child. And we read 
with more satisfaction, 

S 4 — — — vat^QS 



. "^ Memoirs sur la Vie de Jean Racine^ p. 182^ printed 
-)747 ; by the author of the Didactic Poems on Religion anjl 
Grace, of Reflections on Poetry, of Two Epistles .on Man, an4 
aome excellent Sacred Odes, particularly one from Jsaiah^ 
c xiv. He endeavours (but I fear in vain) to vindicate his 
father from the report of having had any connexion with the 
celebrated actress Chammel^, whom Racine taught to speak 
^ml declaim^ and for whom it was thought he had a strong 
passion; of which he afterwards repented, and became a re-* 
markably good husband. 



^ JM54Y pn Tflf . firW IWt 



i vxtiot oft^aro fett^iiJLot Eur^f 



a4^ y vats vfos xoXirov tvl^uwoto vt^vns 



than we do^ 



Tf ir fAtf Off {aT <Mr* TO }i riTfarov nart TfHfAtif 
A<y«rJ*.— — • 
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* Iliad Ti. V. 467. t I^ad xiii. t. fio; * 
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SECTION XIL 

OF THE SATIRES AND EPISTLES OF HOBACB 

IMITATED, OF THE SATIRES OF DONNE 

VERSIFIED, AND OF THE EPILOGUE 

TO THE SATIRES. 
■> 

W HEN I had a fever one winter in town, 

(said Pope to Mr. Spence,) that confined mo 

to my room for five or six days, Loud Bolino- 

^ROKE came to see me, happened to take up a 

Horace that lay on the table, and, in turning it 

over, dipt on the first satire of the second book. 

He observed, how well that would suit my case, 

if I were to imitate it in English. After he was 

gone, I read it over, translated it in a morning 

or two, and sent it to press in a week or fortnight 

after. And this was the occasion of my imitating 

some other of the Satires and Epistles." **To how 

casual a beginning (adds Spexce) are we obliged 

for the most delightful things in our language ! 

'When I was saying to him, tliat he had already 

imitated 
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TimVoiM by natnve, oi tiie tick ia awe, 
I come to counsel learned in the law : 
Too^l gire me, like a friend, both sage and free 
i^Tice; and as yon mat, wiAoat a fee. 
F. I'd write no more. P. Not write ? b«t thc& I thnri* 
And for my soal I cannot sleep a wink. 
I mod m company, I wake at night, 
Fook rash into my head, and so I write. 
F. Yon conld noi do a worse thing for yoor life: 
Why, if the night seem tedioos, take a wife. 
^ Or rather, tmly, if yoor point be rest, 
Leltnce and cowslip-wine, probatun est. 
But talk with Celsns ; Celsus will adrise 
Hartshorn, or something that shall close your eyes.* 



HoRACEy with much seeming seriouaiiess, ap* 
plies for advice to the celebrated Roman lawyer, 
C. Trehatius Terta^ an intimate friend of Julius 
Casar, and of Tulfyy as appears from many of 
bis epistles to Atticus; the gravity and self-im- 
portance of whose character is admirably su{>- 
ported throughout this little drama. His answers 
are short, authoritative, and decisive. QnMscas. 
Aio. And, as he was known to be a great 
drinker and swimmer^ his two absurd pieces of 
advice have infinite pleasantry. All these cir^ 
cttmstiances of humour are dropt in the copy. 

The 

♦ Ver. 7. 
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triie Lettuce and Cowslip-wine are insipid and 
unmeaning prescriptions, and have nothing to 
do with Mr. Forlescue's character. The third, 
fourth and ninth lines of this imitalion are flat 
and languid. "VVe must also observe, (from the 
old Commentator,*) that the verhs I ransnatito, 
and habento, are, in the very style of the Roman 
law, " Vide ut direclis jurisconsultorum verbis 
utitur ad Tiebatium jurisconsultum. 

3. Aut fli tantos amor scribendi te rapii, aude 
C^saris infictj res dicere, multa laiiorum 
Prsinia latums.^- 

Oc, if you needs raiist write, write Coeaar'a praise; 
You'll gain at least a huglithood, or ihe bays.X 

This is superior to the original, because prtemla 
Utturus is general and flat, in comparison of ^he , 
particular rewards here specified. 

3. ■ — -- nequ* 

• There are many excellent remark* in Aero and Porphy- 
ria; from whom, as well as from Cruguius, Dacicr has tor- 
rowed much, without owning it. J}iii:icr'a translation of U.O' 
nreis not e(|ual to his ^n»ofVs Poeiics. In the former, he 
i> perpetually Btriving lo discover new meanings in his author, 
which Boileau called. The Rerelations of Dacier. 

t V«. 10. I Ver. 31. 



^ 
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I am infonned, from undoubted authoritf, 
the source of perpetual discontent and dispute 
betwixt him and his pupil. Lord Sht^imkury^ 
who, in many parts of the CharacteristiGSy' bat 
ridiculed Locke's philosophy, and endeavoured 
to represent him as a disciple of Hobbcs;* from 
which writer, however, it is certain, that Xodb 
borrowed frequently and largely. 

r . " 

... - - . - ,, 

4. nia dextro tempore, Flacct 

Verba per aUentam noo ibnnt Cssaris anreni. 
Cui male si palpere recalcitrat oadiqne tntas.f 

Alas! 

Biom oculis representando, quam opioiones popnlares, in tiiw 
tntis ignominiam, tanqaam babitii parasitorum indatas, derisni 
propinando) tarn pamm prosint, ad tiUb honestatem, & more# 
pravos corrigeados, quia perlegi & revolTi noa consoerenialy 
a virls aetate & judicio maturis, sed Pueris tantum & Tyronibiis 
relinqotiDtar. Bacon de Aagmentis. Scient Lib. 7. c. 5« 

* '' No author in that age (says Hame) was more cele* 
brafced^.both abroad and at home^ than Hobbe^. In oar tiinef 
be is much neglected : a lively instance^ how precarious are all 
reputations founded on reasoning and philosophy .' A pleasant 
comedy, which paints the manners of the age, and exposes a 
faithfnl picture of nature, is a durable work, and is transmitted 
to the latest posterity. But a system, whether physical or me- 
taphysical, owes commonly its success to its novelty; and is o^ 
sooner canvassed with impartiality, than its weakness is disco- 
vered. Hist. Tol. Ti. p. 127. 

t Ver. 1 S. 
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Alas \ few verses touch their nicer ear ; 
* '* Ybey scarce can l>ear their Laureate twice a year t 
«« ' .{And jostly Cesar scorttt the poet's lays ; 

It is to History he tijusts for praise.* 

iSuj^rior to the original, on account of the 
^tion of the Laureate ; and the sudden unex- 
cted turn in the last line^i which is uncommonly 
r and severe. 

5. Qaid 6u:iain? daltat Milonius, &c.f 
Each mortal has his pleasure«j: 

lliese words, indeed, open the sense of Ho* 
ce ; but the qutdfaciam is better, as it leaves it 
the reader to discover what is one of Horace's 
eatest beauties, his secret and delicate traf^ 
'ions and connexions^ to which they who do not 
{efully attend, lose half the pleasure of reading 
m. 

5. — *— — . none deny 

■ Darty his ham-pye.^ 

Vol. II. T Lyttelton, 

• Ver. 33. f Vcr. 24. % Ver. 45v 

I Ver. f5. 
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Ltttelton, in bis Dialogues of the 
has introduced Daritmeufj in a pleasant diaeoittRJ 
betikixt him and Jpkims, bitterly lamenting hk 
ill-fortune, in having lived before turile^feM^- 
were known in England. *' Alas !" says htf 
" how imperfect is human felicity ! I lived in an 
age when the pleasure of eating was thought to 
be carried to its highest perfection in England 
and France. And yet a turtle-feast is a novelty 
to me ! Would it be impossible, do you think, 
to obtain leave from Pluto, of going back for 
one day, just to taste of that food ? I would pro- 
mise to kill myself by the quantity I would eat 
before the next morning. " 

■ 

6. Castor gaudet eqois ; ovo prognatos eodem> 
Pugnjg ' .f 

» 

F. loves the senate^ Hockley-hole his brother ; 
Like in all else, as one egg to another.^ 

This parallel is not happy and exact : to shew 
the variety of human passions and pursuits, 

Castor 

* He might have said the same of the Chinese BircTs Nest, a 
piece of oriental luxury lately imported. 

+ V«'' 2^- } Ver. 49. 



AMD WatTINGS or POPE* VfA 

\titA sttij Pollux were unlike, even though they 
utf from one and the satiie e^^. This is far 
It extraordinary and marvellous, than that 
ri^omnKin brothers sliould have different in- 
latbns. 



• I . 



' { 






f^ ,... Me pedibus delectat claadere ?erba^ 
Lucili ritu — .* . 



I love to poor oat all myself, as plain 

As downright Shippen, or as old Montaigne. \ 

^ My chief pleasure is to write satires like Lu* 
m/' says Horace. ** My chief pleasure (says 
pe) is, — -What ? to speak my mind freely and 
^ly.'' There should have been an instance of 
le employment y and not a virtuous habit ; there 
ows in the original, a line which Bentley has 
Gained very acutely, and in a manner differ- 
from the other commentators : 



neque si maid gesserat, usquam 



Decurren*, alio, neque si bene— ^. J 



T 3 He 



V«r. 23. t Ver. 51. { Ver. 31. 



278 ESSAY ON THE OEKlVt 

Nttmberless are the passages in Horace, 
which he has skilfully adopted and infeerwoveu 
from the Greek writers, with whom he was mi- 
nutely and intimately acquainted ; perhaps more 
so than any other Roman poet, having studied at 
Athens longer than any of them. 

Quidquid sub terra est in apricum proferet sta$ 
peft>diet condetque niteiitia^— — ^* 

is from the Ajax of Sophocles, verse 659- 



Pernicies & Tempcstas, Barathramque macelli-r- 



Grotius, in that very entertaining book, his 
Pxcerpta ex Tragcediis Sg Comcediis Gnecis, has 

preserved, 



In the sixth satire of the second book, he has Scfphoclet in hift 
(Bye: 



Luserat in canipo fortunse filiu o * ■ , 

(Edip. Tyrann. 1090. 
* Ep. yi. V. 24. f Ver. 31. Ep. 15. 
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p^fsfmedy p^g^ !583, a fragment of Jims, to 
which this passage of Horace alludes : 

r 

Attrot xixXdxwx rots £«f*o^(iy K^trtf} 
Ai»^< tntnra KOti-yetXnincrait von* 
XetfMfv o(A£tfaKtaxos %art rots pt>Mts* 

Per mare pauperiem fagiens^ per saxa, per i^es,'*^ 

is from Theognis ; 



Hy ^19 y^ fivyovra xai is lAtyaxnnx voy7ev 
Vtiflea^ Koa vtrfuv, Kvpvt x*r iiiKt0»ru9» 



Sunt verba & voces quibas hunc lenire dolorem 
Possis^ Sc magnam morbi deponere partetn^f 

is from the Hippolitus of Euripides : 

-' ■' Si quid novisfti rectiuf istis * 
Candidus imperti, si non, bis utere mecum^ 

T 4 is 

* Ep. i. lib. 1. ver. 46. f Ep« i. lib. I. ver. 35, 

X Ep. vi. 67. 
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is taken, as Cruqmus remarks^ from Isocrates to 



Nicocks : 



Spes jubet esse ratas, in praelia trodit ifiermem^* 

from an elegant fragment of DtphUus ; in which 
Bacchus is addressed : 

O 9aat^ roiat ffniat Vfoa^iktarmrt^ 

Orav rctveaw fu^tf f^povcyy voms {amos. 
Toy ras o^fus atfoira avf*9ei6ets ytXau, 
Toy r aa^tn roAfunr rt^ m 3ciAoy ^fooHt* 

The bold and beautiful metaphor in the fourth 
ode of the fourth book. 

Per Siculas equitavii andas, 

is from the Phcenissm of Euripides^ verse 2?2^ 
(the Oxford edition in 4to. \fy Dr. Musgrave^^ 
1778 :) 






Zeft/f4# 



* Ver. 17. Ep. 5. 



AN0*WRmNGS-O| PWE. g^J 



'limva'avros «» epavu I 



rhe begin mng of the first ode 6f the first book, 
i^hich points out the different inclinations and 
pursuits of men, alludes to a passage in Pindar, 
reserved by Sea:tus Empiricus, in the fipst Pyrrh. 
Iffpothes. 

AwKKottQ^m (Ji.iv riv tv(pfatniS9iv '^rvMt nyMt xai o^rt^tot, 
Tipvilai ^c rts iv otofxa aXtov yaV Ooa cuv iiaareilotnm 

Ind line the 25th of the second ♦ ode of the 
bird book, is t^ken from a fragment of Simo- 
tideSylf cited by Aristiies. 2. Platonka. 

Est & fideli tuta Silentio 
Merceg '. ■ u 



' 9twv%s duuy^x/yoy y9fm$» 



BENTLEt, 



* See P. Petiti. Misc. Obs. lib. iii. cap. 25. 

f The words. Mors & fugacem perseqaitur virum, in Ode 2. 
book iii. are even translated from Simonides: 
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.££NTL^T, with his usual acuteness, 
tured, that an obscure passage in Horace, woul 
be illustrated, if ever the Greek epigram of Ph 
lodemus^ to which he alluded, should be 
vered. 

Gallis,* hanc> PMlodemus alt— — L. i. sat. 2, 121. 



Reiskius has since printed the very epigraim 
and the last words of it confirm 6entley*s conjees 
ture : 



9. Nee quisquam Doceat CBpido mihi pacis! at iUe 
Qui me comm6rit (melius non tangere damo) 
Plebit, & insignis tot^ cantabitur urbe.f 

Peace is my dear delight — not Fkury's more: 
But touch me, and no minister so sore. 
Who*er offends, at some unlucky time. 
Slides into verse, and hitches into rhyme.| 



Superior 



* See Anthol. Graec. Lib. tres Oxonii, 1766, p. OS, Phi- 
lodemus lived at Rome in the time of Tully, and is mentioned 
by him as a friend of Piso, 

t Ver. 44. : { Ver. 75. 
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tSiiiperior to the original, ou account of the 
rely and unexpected satire at the end of each of 
xe two first lines ; a high improvement of Cn-* 
usbmbipacis. 

10. Cervius iratus leges miuitatur & urnam; 
Canidia Albutt quibus est inimica^ venenum ; 
Grande malum Tarius, si quid se judice cartas*—- 

Slander or poison dread from Delia's rage ; 
Hard words, er hanging, if yoor jud^e be Pag^-f 

It is difficult to say which passage is the more 
spirited. But what follows in Pope, 

Its proper poiwer to hurt each creatnre feels, 

is inferior to 



tttqne 



Imperet hoc natora potens, sic collige mecum. 
Dente lupus, cornu taurus petit; unde nisi intns 
Monstratum ?^- 



But 



* Ver. 40. t Ver. Sl. 

$ Ver. 51. 
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But then again these two lines, 

So drink with Walters, or with Chartres eat; 
They'll nerer poison you; they'll only cheats* - 

* 

IS expressed with an archness, and a dryness, b< 
yond the original, that follows : 



Scaevae viTacem crede nepoti 



Matrem; nil faciei sceleris pia dextera (minim 

Ut neque calce lupus quemquam, nee dente petit bos) 

Sed mala toilet anum vitiatomelle cicuta.f 

II. Ne longnm feciam: seu me tranquilla senectus 
Expt^ctat, sea mors atris circuinvolat alis ; 
Dives^ inops; Romae, seu fors ita jusserit exul ; 
Quisquis erit vitae scribam color.| 

Then, learned Sir ! (to cut the matter short,) 
Whatever my fate, or well or ill at court; 
Whether old age, with iaint^- but chearfal, ray. 
Attends to gild the ev'nifug of my day ; 
Or death's black wing already be display'd, 
To wrap me in the universal shade ; 
Whether the darken'd rooms to muse invite. 
Or whiten'd wall provoke the skewer to write; 
In durance, exile. Bedlam, or the Mint, 
Like Lee or Budgell, I will rhyme and print.§ 



The 



* Ver. 89. f Ver. 53. % Ver. 54, § Ver. 91 
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'orks^ as the members of the French Aca- 



r.^ 



li. Aula ubi $6 a.Tulgo & scen& in secreta remorjLot 
Virtus Scipiadae &. mitis sapientia Laeli, 
Nugari cum illo, & disci ncti ludere, donee 

Decoqueretur olus, solitif*— 

J . There my retreat the best companix^ns grace; 
Chiefs out of war, and statesmen out of place : 
There St. John mingles with my friendly bowl. 
The feast of reason, and the flow of soul : 
And he, whose lightning pierc'd th' Iberian lines. 
Now forms my quincunx, and now ranks my vines. 
Or tames the genius of the stubborn plain. 
Almost as quickly as he conquered Spain.:|; 

i know not whether these lines, spirited and 
splendid as they are, give us more pleasure 
than the natural picture of the great Scipio and 
ZeelitiSf^ unbending themselves from their high 
occupations, and descending to common, and 

even 



'^ Qeuvres de M. Boileau Despreaux, par M. de Saint 
Marc. Tom. ii. 177, Paris, 1747. 

t Ver. 71. X Ver. 125. 

§ Whose character is finely touched by that sweet expres* 

sion, mitis sapientia. 



even -trifliiig: sffQxtsy. fpr,,,tl\?.,]Dld,5CQips^qj^|j^r^ 
sa^s^vlthat they lived ia such iotliii^c^ with. ^, 
cilius, " ut quodain tempore Lcelio circ^im l^^fe^ 
tripUnii fugienti Luciirus supervenient PHH™ z^a 
torta^mappil quasi percussurus sequere,tui;..'\^oiv 
this is the fact to which Horace seeiBS to aUi^<fe„ 
rather than to what Tulli/ meDtions in tllif ^^(jondi, 
book De Oraiore, of their amusing themselves ini, 
picking up shells and pebbles on tlie sea-shqie-f, 
BoUngbroke is here represented as pouriog -Qut;, 
himself to his friend, in the raost.yree.apd ima? . 
jOTcif conversations, on topics the most.juteseaUr,,, 
ing and important. But Pope was deceived ;. fiw i 
it is asserted, that the philosoplier npver disco-/ 
vered his real principles to our poet ; who is saiij. . 
strange as this appears, not even to h^ve bwih, 
acquainted with the tenets and contents of those >■ 
very Essays which were addrest to hims^i; at,, 
the beginning of BoUngbroke's Philosophical., 
Works. And it is added, that Pope wm sui-i 
prised, in his last illness, when a common afi- . 
quamtance informed him, that his i^rdship. ia ■ 
a late conversation, Iiad deiiy'd the moral gt] 
There is a remarkable 

^•9 



butes of God 



a. letter. 
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a. letter from Bolingbroke to Swift, dated June, 
17S4 : — "I am glad you approve of liis J/oro/ 
£iwy». Tliey will do more good tlian the ser- 
mons and writings of some who had a mind to 
jind great fault with them. And if the doctrines 
TAOCHT, HINTED AT, and IMPLIED in them, and 

the TRAINS of CONSEQUENCES DEDUCIBLE ftOm 

these doctrines, were to be disputed in prose, I 
thnilc he would have no reason to apprehend", ' 
either the free-thinkers on one hand, or the 
narrow dogmatists on the other. Some few things 
may be expressed a little hardly ; but none are, I 
believe, unintelligible." With respect to the 
doctrines of the Essay on Man, I shall here in- 
sert an anecdote copied exactly from the papers 
of Mr. Spence, in the words of Pope himself. 
" tn the moral poem, I had written an address 
to 6ur Saviour, imitated from Lucret'ius's compli- 
ment to ^/jicHrus ; but omitted it, by the advice 
of Dean Berkeley. One of our priests, who arq 
more narrow than yours, made a less sensible ob- 
jection to the Epistle on Happiness. He was very 
angry that there was nothing said in it of our 
eternal happiness hereafter ; though my subject 



\fs» .e:^^tf^\y. to treat qqIj Qf the.st^te.offi9a& h 
There . »e not, perhaps, four mo^^ 




lines in our author's works, than $hQSfi:.^^yft 
inentioned, relating to Lord. Petecbiproughtr. par- 
ticularly the very striking turn of coiji^pluQ^^ia 
the last line^ which so beautifully .and v^ggplPW% 
figures the rapidity of his conquest of ;Va^^QCJ9f 

15. tamen me 

Cum magnis Tixisse invita fatebitur usque 
Inridia * ■ ' a ' 






EuTy must own, I life among the gr«at ; ;. j:;^ir.\ 
No pimp of pleasure, and no spy of state.f 

■ •' ■ . ' ^ ■ • ) .'■[' 

Pope triumphs and felicitates himself upon 
having lived with the great, without descending 
into one of those characters which he thinks it 

■ j' ■ 

unavoidable to escape in such a situation* ..From 
the generosity and openness of Horace's character, 
I think he might be pronounced equally fred (at 
least from the last) of these imputations. Tbeie 

jpust 

• Ver. 75. f Ver. IW. 



ift^i^ haVef be^ 8o¥tv6ih\ifg taktotAmwAy capti^ 
Vsting hi the tetnper &t)d mannefs of Hofsbce/lbat 
ebiild have made Aagustu^ so fond of him^ 
^'BlkH^ W''haid"'httn to aii'bwed «ri mneHHyi -and 
^iliSlf^fed *fitfder'H^iittis. I have seen sOtnd mknti^ 
ydApt lAittisrs of Shaftesbury^ in which he has 
^Wi^d 'ill three different classes, the Ethical 
^iftigi of HcfafCiB, icPtotding to the different 
pmddsf 6f hid life fai which he supposes them to 
have been written. The first, during the time 
he professed the Stoic philosophy, and was a 
friend of Brutus. The second, after he became 
dissolute and debauched, at the Court of Au- 
gustus. The third, when he repented of this 
abandoned Epicurean life, wished to retire from 
the city and court, and become a private man 

A*/'4 •" ■ f ■ "J ■ ■ I ■ ■ - 

aifo a philosopher. 



15, " ,\ et fragili quserens illidere dentera« 

i - i Offends 801ido*>. 






'S)VofK has omitted this elegant allusion. Ho- 
m/de. seems to have been particularly fond of those 
^^flafuisite morsels of wit and genius, the old 

U 2 JEsopic 



* Ver. 77. 



iVf snr*s 



httt iihnf^ with, ft imalp^ vo^ ^ifllHPlciilllP 

X« Itatrint ha* added a.qaan^ atdintl^ jAqi||[k 
t»dii»«n7&U& The Bfe K^ fi» liK IRub 



— - 


- i^r* 


» ^ 


- : -.: J- 


Tc tut RHBpfQifl tofltes Id dwiiiu 




Je ne erains ^ae cdlei da loapr. 





'i^ 



17. Si mala eimdiderit in qtiem qois canniaa, jm est 
Jodice coodkieni laodatos CsMref - 



To laagih at the soleinnity of Trefaatiiia, Ho- 
race puts hisD off with a play ppon woids : Bat 
oor important lawyer takes no notice of the jest. 



and finishes with a gravi^ suited to his cha* 
lacten 



SolTentor ruii tabake, Tu miflBQs abibis.. 



Vus 



* See the learned DisMrtatioiii Db Babbio^ lately published 
by Mr. Tyrwhitj in which are several of the greatest ele* 
gance. 

t Ver. 82. 
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■ -'i^is dialogue I heard Jately spoken • with so 
I liHKh spirit and propriety, that if our aulhor 

■ could have been present, he, perhaps, might have 
been incHned to alter an opinion, of which he 
seems veiy fond, in the fourth book of the Dun- 
ciad, " that Words only are learnt at our great 
Schools." 



t. Kon mcus hjc serma; »ed <]«» pnecepit O/eUui 
Rusticus, abnormis S8.pien«, crassique MinerTil.t 



Hear Bethel's sermon ; one not vera'd in Khoolf, 
Bat (trong in stnee, and wise withoul tti« rults.]: 

Thrs discourse in praise of Teinperance, loses 
cniich of its grace and propriety, by being put 
into the mouth of a person of a much higher 
rank in life than the honest countryman Ofellus ; 
whose patrimony had been seized by Augustus, 
and given to one of his soldiers, named Umbre- 
titu; and whom, perhaps, Horace recommended 
to the emperor, by making him tlie chief speaker 
In this very satire. We may imagine that a dis- 
course on temperance from Horace, raised a laugh 
U 3 among 

• At Eton School. f Sat. ii. lib. 2. v. 2. J Ver. 9. 
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ain^tig tb0^ oourtier* 'of Augl|st^f} ««4i itsilee 
hcf CQi»t4 iopt yentftre to d^r^r }t «« hto ownipeik it 
son. -^bsa imitation of I^ is tiot «qu%l l6t wm. Ij 

... . ..''■■■ i>i'-'''> Srfi 

Lassus ab indomito, vel, (si Romaua fa^igs^t ^ 

Militia assaetum grsecari] seu pila yelox, " ' 

Molliter austerum studio foHente iatiatfita ; 
Sipu t^ 0Uc^ agilii.p<?^:Qodeft|;|5fl[^ ^fs^ fli«cof . ^.^ 
Cuip labor ^^tu^^rit fas^idia, siccus^ inauis^ 
Sperne cibum vilepa ; nisi * Hymettia metla rdema 
Ne biberis dilnta. Foris est pFomus.&qitrn9i , 
Sefendeus pisces hiemat mare ; cum sale panls 
(latrantem stomachum bene leniet. (Jnde putas aut 
Qui partum? non in caro uidore voluptas 
Summaj, sed in ieipso est. Tu pulnientaria qu«re 
Sudando. Pinguem vitiis albumque neque ostn^ 
Nee scaros^ ai^t poterit peregrina jqTs^e lagois.t 

Go bunt|( workj exercise ! be thus began. 
Then scorn a homely dinoc^O i^ you can. 
Your wine locked up, your butler stroUM abroadj, 
Of fisb tieny'd, f the river yet unthawf d>) 
.{C:^ben ptem br^ead sind milk will do the feat, , 
The pleasure lies in you, and not the meat. :j: 

■ ■■■*.■ '^ 

'^' We are informed by Mr. Stuarly in his Athens^ that the 
|ioAey of Hymettus, even to this time, continues to be in vogaCj 
and that the seraglio of the Grand Seignor is served with 9 
quantity of it yearly. 

fVer. 9. :i;Ver. 11, 
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s iThit^ pamgraph b mach inferipp to the original^ 
^fMrbicb the meiition of many particular ea^erciscs 
gives 4l ^a pleaaing variety. The sixth and m- 
icenth lines in Horace are nervous and, strong. 
the third in Pope, languid and wordy, which 
enders faris esi promus. Defemdem^ Sc latran^ 
em, & caroy & pinguem^ & albums are all of 
liem very expressive epithets. And the allusion 
o Socrates's constant exercise, tu pulmentaria, 
ifc. ought not to have been omitted. Pope's two 
ast lines in this passage are very exceptionable : 

20. Yix tamen eripiam> ^osito pavone, velis quiQ 
Hoc potius quam gallind tergere palatum.''^ 

V 

Preach as I please, I doubt our curious men 
Will chuse a pheasant still before a heu.f 

He might have inserted the original word pea- 
cockSj as many of our English epicures are fond 
of them. Q. Hortensius had the honour of 
being the first Roman that introduced this bird 
£6' the table as a great dainty, in a magnificent 
feast which he made on his being created Augur. 
'• U 4 The 



i .• % 1 



•Ver.23. t Ver. 17. 



Xurca, ^Ikccdrdikig to Var^o, : used tai mAkt ^jrfsijf. 



Captus hiet ? poatesne inter jactatus, an amnis 
Oslia siib Tiisci ? Idiodas insaae tfitfbrem 
1 . : MaUuni ; in ^ singula - qu^m tBtimii^yfvM4iiM{ i9o^ 
est.* 

, .-. -. .... »-t , T 

* t / , * h a ** 

Of carps and tniUlets why prefer the gfeatj ' - '' 
Tho' cut in pieces ere my Lord oisn eat ; *: >- > ' ^ y 
Yet for small turbots such esteem profess ? 
Because God made these lars^e. the other less.f , ... 

Very inferior to the original ; an^ principally 
so; Decause that pleasant stroke is omitted, of 
the eater's knowing in what part of the river the 
W4^ t^kep^ and whether or no^ betwi^ct 

• Ver. 31. + Ver. 21. 

.yc:it.[PUe)0.^»hi»'Natoral History, b. ix. d. 34. tai^nUoriff an 
;,fqi^tra^d(i»wy idrcuBwt^petb^t gffr^ value ta their flfeh, 'iV)t 
: J^mmmiil»f 9fiht$, oqitibos pretia-irapfedtium jperkuld 'fiuut. 

,i'iif VA\:luA ■• ^ ?rf n.. .r-y-: t:'J •.:■:.: .■-•--'•<'• ''i^^'^n^e 




l^.'ji'.'f cr: :;! :.iy.: ^r 
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:2iMai]lKisti]&:&L Thief r(»deri mUilM <ifeeac0fim4itttfcl 

Boliai^ o£/the tlmd.irook of Macbdbia^ ^paAfi&&- 
%^haiy siitaii a: .cilrioiis , speech- t)f r£l Ittiusj^' ^dieJb 
recited. But HdnQe.AtenHrLlo^ vhaye bad^miiis 
eye a passage of Lucilius, quoted by Macrobius: 
Sed &oiLai«ilim^^s(ciirft vkylentor pt9i«k;;^^^)5tend]t 
scire se'lifunc ;pisceih egregii slaporis,, 4*?* '^^^^^ 
A^kQ% pfiiit(^ €aptus.i?s«etr Xticilii versus. b?:sunt ; 

Fingere praeterea afferri quod quisque volebat ; 
Illuni^itinji^diKddbant atqoe Aitilibar Laiat^ V~ 
Uunc pqateii :£H)curini)s duo inter:captuarcatilloi 



>-• i^ 



- ... ■ . y-*.-"^:^*- 



With' respect to the mullus, (which is supposed 
to be wli^t the French and we c^ll surmouilei.) 

Juvenal 



•r \ 



The fish were esteemed>^ and supposed to have a higher ilator* 
^i^hi/f^^f^Q to the^^ckmgiM's 4lli€^ had B^^ uiViMgoi^ 
..^.c^hing them. We are not yet arrived to the height to which 

Roman luxury was carried, however we may flatter ourselves 

on our improvements in eating. 

■• .. ' •■ ■■ -v''' * 

* Ciijus verba ideo p6no4 quia non solum de lupo intei 

.jii^qf. poises capto «ru]»t ^te0ttmdnic^.«ed'".etiflaiiiK)r^>^UMbits 

,|^eriqu(| tunevivebat^f facile publicidrast BdSdHl^e^^^ii^ 

ibpipipe^jprpdiggs in i(^!^m ad judiiiaiidQmiebrios^sidimffl^^Cil: 

^if«8Bque wsoleant inter se sermocinari, sic ait 5 '' Loidunt alei, 

&(:" p. 335. Parisiis, 1585. 
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Juveual * speaks of one bought for 48L 8s. 9i 
According to Alacrob'tus, there was paid for an- 
other 561. 10s. Id. For a third, according to 
Pliny, 641. Us. 8d. Our age is as yet unac- 
quainted with the nicenesa of the ancients in 
weighing their fishes at table, and bebolding 
them expire. The death of a mullus, with the 
variety and change of colours in its last tnomeots, 
was reckoned one of the most entertaining spec- 
tacles in the world by the men of taste at Rome. 

21. Presenles 



• Arbui/ntot of Ancient Coins, p. 130. The expcnces of 
Vitelliiti^s table for one year amounted to 7,2ti3,62S poonds 
iterling. Id Macrobius, lib. ii. c. 0. is a bill of fare, and an 
account of the company who atipped with Lentalui, whe^ he 
was made priesl of Mars. And in Surtoniuj (Life of ViteU 
Uai, cap. I 3.) is the description of a costly supper which Itis 
brother gave him, in which there were tvto thousand of the 
choicest birds ; one dish, for its amplitude and capacity, was 
called Minerva's buckler, which consisted chiefly of the livers 
of Scari, the brains of pheasants and peacocks, the tongues 
of phienicopterte, and lampreys bellies, brought from the most 
distant coasts in Trirewies. Clandius Jisopus, the tragediaOf 
had one dish that cost hira 6(W sesiertia, (48i.3l. I0s.) in 
which, to enhance the price of it, be had put singing-birds. 
Vestris, the modern Bathi/Hvs, is not j^ff rich enough to give 
such a dish to his admirers. 1 know not what ^sopm'.f salary 
was for acting; Roscius bad thirty-tno pounds five shillings a 
day. 2 



AH D wmrrscs of mm. S9^ 

j^f Kfggeirtea AiMtri, <^0ipii^ hofoia rtison io ■ i ■ !♦ 

^^ P^ ! hUisI; jt« aquth Wiii4^ ! till a f teaqh Qji^halei . / > 

Rank as the ripeness of a rabbit's tail.f 



'. i';;; 



A yery filthy and offensive image, for the 
happy and decent word coquite : it must be owned 

our author, as well as Swift, was but too fond of 

» 

such disgustful images. 

22. TtttuiS erat ^bombus^ tutoqiie Ciconia nid^, 
DoQec vos autor doouit Praetorius.— «-$ 

The robin-r^d-breast till of late had rest, 
Aod children sacred held a martin's nest i 
TiU Paccafico's sold so dev'lish dear. 
To om tb^ was, or would ha?^ b^eq, ^ p«Qr.§ 

.. . • ■ (• 

He has happily substituted for the stork^ twa 
sorts of birds, that among us are held, as it werc^^^ 
isacred. Asellu^ Sempronius Rufus was the per-* 
3on II who first taught the Eomaus to eat storks^ 

» 

for 



* V^r. 4U t Ver. 2T. 

X Ver. 49. § Ver. 37. 



II See the Hors^e of Radius A^censius, printed at Paris ia 

folio, 1519, i 213. 



500 MUAY ■ OH fwait tmimr 

fof v\uek he was said to hav«lost ^ fntftot^. 
CD vrhiA subject the ibllowiiig verses ' wei^ lifHt- 
teo/aod have been preserved by Ifhe €M co/Balib^ 
UAm Parphyriik ^ j:c>- 






Ciconianun Rafqs bte CoadiiU^;!: ■ ^^ ' ) ^r; \ 

Htc est doobus elegantior Plancis ; 
Suffragionipii pancta non talit septem ! 
Ciconiaram popalus ultus est mortettl. 



1 I -3 






23. Porrectom magno magnum spectare catino 
Vellem> ait, Harpyiis Gala digna rttpaeibuft.'^ 



*'JL 'i " • 






Oldfield, with mQre thaq barpy* throat ^odaV^ 
Cries^ Send me^ Gods ! a whole hog barbeca'd !f 



He has happily introduced this large unwieldy; 
instance of gluttony, supppsed tP be pepiji\i|irv tp 
the West Indies. But Athcncsus 1 speab^ oi; a 
cook that could dress a whole hos with various 



>. 



■7^ ^j 



■ t • ■ r 



* Ver. 40. i Ver. 25. 



i An author that deserres to be more read and regarded^ as 
abounding with entertaining anecdotes, aqd various accounts 
of the manners and ways ^ Hving of the ancients, and in 
quotations of elegant fragments of writers now lost. The 
same may bt }ikid oT Slobdus, a work fall of curious extracts 
upon important and pleasingi^l^epts* 

1 



}Mf^4iQgB in his beUy* I unfortunately know not 
mth ^wbat wine it was hasted*. The sloir ibove«- 
n)ei}t of the linea in the. original, loaded with 
spondees, aptly represent the weight and vast** 
ness of the dish. Gula is used personally ; as it 
is also by Jtpoenal^ Sat. xiv. v. 10. 



. . .t . 



1 1 



24. Si qais nunc mergps suaves edixerit assos, 
Parebit pravi docilis Romana juventus.'^ 

Let me e3^ 91^991 on oysters fed; ^ 
ni have a party at the Bedford-Head ; 
Or ev'n to crack live craw-fish recommend^ 
f Vd never doubt at Court to have a friend. t 



To dine upon a cat fattened with oyster$, and 

■- ■ ■ • . . ..■:'■>.' 

tb 'ttack live craw-fish, is infinitely more pleasant 
and ridiculous than to eat mergas assos. . , But 
thtfn the words extols and recommend^ fall far 
oeiow edijperit i give out a decree. So Virgil, 
OebrgiC the third, line 295, does not advise, but 
raises his subject by saying, 



J- *. 



InciDJ 



\:: • ■ ■ '-'.u '.' 



pieo^ 



:r^i :^.{.'i..".io(ih 



t This fourth lioc is feeble 5fn4 upmeanin^ .^^. ^^j,^, 

J' Vfer.-4Jw*'- •''■-'■' "■;■ •^---' Mi*>- v'^J' 



304' essAT OM vae ct^ttft'^ 

The last line^ and the conceit of coxcomb^^ 
and coxcombs^ sink it belov the original ; whicb^ 
by the way, says Cruquius, seems to alluda to 
tliat of Hesiod, Oper. & Dicb. 






'^ . ^ 



w. 



• f " . 



22. Das aTiqnid Famse^ quse carmiae gratior aarem 
Occupet bamaoaa»^-— * 



* f 






Unworthy he the voice of Fame to hear» 

That sweetest mosic to an honest ear.f ' - 



Two very beautiful lines, that excel the origi- 
nal; though/ in truth, the word occupaf has 
much force. Horace again alludes to his favorite 
Grecians. Atitisthenes philosophus, (says the 
old commentator,) cum vidisset adolescentem 
Acroamatibus multum delectari, O te, ait, infe- 
licem, qui summum Acroama, hoc est, Laudem 
tuam non audivisti. 



S0« Cur 



* Ver, 94, f Ver. 99. 



Al*%:W>Wlel^a Af fftffe SW 



?; 



SO. Car * eg€t indigaus qjuisqaaoi te diyijte ?f 



V w * I 



Very spirited, and superior to the original; 
for 4cir^«/ is far beyond this mere sg^^ 






31«Noa al^qijiid patriae tanto emetiris acervo ?§ 



r^e?.,! '.-••■■';. .•:•..•.. • .-. •'*' : -U' ■•• /-G. i: 



, ^. ^ •<# « 



Or to thy country let that heap be lenity ' 

As M— — 0*8 was— but not at five per cent.|| 

He could, not ;f(irbear this stroke against 'ii^;go« 
bleman, whom he had been for many years ac- 
customed, to hear abused by bis moat ijitimate 

•f5jr:o f>:: .■:■'.*:.■-: . f- ■■-•-' • ' -"•' 

Lord Bolingbrpke^ . by rWiculing , ti»e a,ya^^. .p,f 
the, Duke of M. was stopt short bv Lord Boling:'-, 
brok^^ who said, Hf was so v^r^gi^Pat^pi^at^f^ 
that I . forget he had that vice. , ^ .. , ^ a 

TOL. II. X .52. Non 

* " Ev*n modest want may bless your hand unseen, 
::• -• ^ ?rbo* hush'd in patient wretchedness at home.'' 

Which second line (of Dr. Armstrong) is exquisitely Jtender. 

t Ver. 103. ♦ Ver. US, § Ver. 105. || Ver. 121. 



$06 , *m4Yt on run -.. qm m^< 

52. NoQ€tgo> narf^uiem^ temere«dilticeprofoHa .y *- 
Qttidquam> &c.^— — . . . 

This speech of Ofellas continoes in the original 
to the end of this jiatire. Pope has tsdcen alf'that 
follows out of the mouth of Bethell^ and speaks 
entirely in his own person, ^is impossible hot 
to transcribe the pleasing pictute 6f &is w'ay^f 
Irfe^ and the account he gives of his ow£ tinle, 
in lines that express common and fatnilhif bbj'edfs 
with dignity and elegance. See, therefore, Ws 
Bill of fare, of which you will long to parta^d, 
and wish you could have dined at TwkkehtiaWi. ' 



r .•> 



■■. -t 



^Tis true, no tutbots dignify my boards; 

But gtidgeons, flounders^ what my Thames afibrds : 

To Hounslow-Heatb I point, and Bunsted-Down, ... 

Thence comes your mutton, and these phicks o^y own. 

From yon old walnut-tree a show'r shall fall; 

And grapes, long lingering on my only wall ; 

And figs from standard and espalier join ; 

The dev'l isin-you if you cannot dine. - - > . . . 

Then chearful healths, (your mistress shall have place ;) 

And, what's more rare, a poet shall say f grace. | 

33. Nan 
* Ver. 110. 



< • '. - 



f Which Swift always did, with remarkable decency and 
' detotion.' 



K b 



1 Ver. 141. 



c^ 



X 



AM0 WltlflM^G^ Of »0n. ^7 

S5. Nam ptbpHtife Teltdi^is hemm natafa ti«qtie in»ii ' ' 
Nee me nee quemquam statoit ■■ ' ■ * " 

hn\'Whai*i property F xlear^wift ! you see it alter, 
, From VQUto JO!^ from me to Peter Walter.f 

., Swift was always reading lectures of tcconomy, 
uppn which b? valued himself,, to his poetical 
^n,ds. A shilling, says he, is a serious thing; 
^is ^vpurite maxim was, ** Have money in your 
|lf;a4. but DQt in your heart" Our author would 
hiBfy^ been pleased, if he could have known that 
his t)l|»4sant villa would, after his time, have been 

\'" ^^ .. • • • • . « 

the property of a person of distinguished learning, 
taste, andvirtue.J. 



54. .■> 1 1» ■ ■ ■ ■ i ' . qQocirca yivite fortes, 

Foitiaque adVersis oppionite pectora reba8.§ 

Let lands and bouses bave wbat lords they will. 
Let us be fix'd, and our own masters still. || 



'i 



i:i 



Xs The 

* Ver. 130. t Ver. le?. 

% The Right Honourable Welbore £llis. 

§ Ver. 135. || Ver. 179. 



Sbs' ESSAY ON THE CENIUS* 

The majestic plainness of the origmalis weakened-l! 
and impaired, by the addition of an antidiesis^ 
and a turn of wit, in the last line. 

S5. Prima dicte niihi, sammft dicende Caimeiift, 
Spectatom satis, & donatom jam rude queri^ 
Maeceivas ;* iterum aatiquo me iodadere lado. 
Kon eadem est ^tas, non mens ; Veianins armis 
Hercylis ad postem fixis> latet abditos agro, 
Ne pop^um extrema toties ea^retaraifiri: 



* It has been suspected that his allection to ^isfirieoA 
80 9lroBg» as t6 make him resolve not to oollWe him^ aod (fam 
he actually put into execution bis promise of i&MMcr, ibmnip 
Od. xvii. 1. 3. Both died in the end of the year 746 tJ. C. 
Horace only three weeks after Mweeiuu, NoTemh^ 27. Ko» 
thing can be so different as the plain, and manly ^le q£ t^ 
foroier, in comparison with what Quintilian calls the ca/annsfrot 
of the latter, for which Suetotdus, and Macrobius, c. S6, says 
Augustus frequently rklicQled him ; tboogh ABgWBto^ hinwrlf 
was guilty of the jame &ult. As when he said, Vafidi se 
habere, for male. The learned C. G. Heyne, in his exceirent 
edition of Virgil, after observing, that the well-known vend 
H/Bually ascribed to Augustus, on VirgiFs ordering his .£neid 
to be burnt, are the work of some bungling grammarian, and 
not' of that Emperor, adds, ** Videas tamen Voltairium, hor- 
ridos hos & ineptos versus noo modo Augusto tribuere, verum 
etiam magnopere probare ; ils sonl beaux & semblent partir 
du coeur. Essai sur ]a Poesie Epique, c. $, Ita vides, ad 
verum pulchJramm sententiarum sensum & judicium, sennQnis 
inteliigentiam aliquam esse necessariam/' 

P. V. Maronis Opera* torn, i.p, 131. Lipsiae^ 1767. 

- ■ • . . . • ' t. 

•\ Ep«u \\b.\«^. 1% 



A^D WRITINGS OF POP^. ^0^ 

St. John, whose love indulged my labours past. 
Matures my present, and shall bound my iast. 
VThy will yoti break tlie sabbath of my days ?. 
Now sick alike of envy and of praise. 
Public too long, ah, let me hide my age ! 
See modest Cibber now has left the stage : 
Our gen'rals now, retired to their estates. 
Hang their old trophies o'er the garden gates.* 



There is more pleasantry and humour in Ho* 
race's comparing himself to an ol4 gladiator, 
worn out in the service of the public, from which 
he had often begged his life, and has now at 
last been dismissed with the usual ceremonies, 
than for Pope to compare himself to an old ac« 
tor, or retired general. Pope was in his forty- 
xiinth year, and Horace probably in his forty- se- 

1 . 

venth^ when he wrote this epistle. Bentley has 
arranged the writings f of Horace in the follow- 
ing order. He composed the first book of his 
Satires, between the twenty-sixth and twenty- 
eighth years of his age ; the second book, from 

X 3 the 



* Ver. 1. ep. i. 

f J. Masson, author of the Latin Life of Horace^ does not 
agree to'th is arrangement of Horace's works ; but does not seem 
to be able to substitute a more probable chronological order. 
See Hist. Crit, Repub. Lit. torn. v. p. 51. 



sib iiftiiY on' rnif tfBfti%i>^ 



the years thirty-one to thirty-three : next, the 
Epodes^ in his thirty^fourtb 4o4 fi^ y.eaxs^ext, 
the first book of his Odes, in three yfeati, -from 
his thirty-sixth to his thirty-eighth ydur*; "tbe se- 
cond book in his fortieth and forty-first year i. (he 
third book, in the two next years : then, the fint 
book of the ^pjstles, in his forty-sixth and se* 



venth year : next to that, the fourth book of His 
Odes, in his forty-ninth to his nfty-fim year^ 
Lastly, the Art of Poetry, and second booK of 
the Epistles, to which an exact date capnot te 
assigned. ^ ^ 

^. ^" ' . ■ . .:: -■•.••.-: 'ill/: 



36. Est mihi purgatam crebro qui personet aureni^ 
Solve senesceutem mature sauus equutti, be^ ' > * ^ 
f eccet ad extremum lidendus & ilia ducat.^ 



I-' 



A VQice there is that whispers ia my ear>f 

(Tis Reason's yoice^ which sometimes ope can hear,] 



>.:-., . I , 



^ Ver. 7. 

f He has excelled Boileau's itnitation of these verses^ Ep. x. 
ver. 44. And Boileau himself is excelled by au old poet» 
whom, indeed, he has frequently imitated, that is, J> Fret" 
naie Vattquelin, who was the father of N. V. des Yvetaux, the 
pf:ef eptor of Louis XIII. whose poems were published towards 
the end Qf his life, 1612. He says that he profited i^uch l^ 
1 the 



I^riend Pope, be prudent ; let your mote take breath, 
t^^^^AhdnisVer gallop 'Felfasas^'deatB, - 
il^^.^-JLesV^ff^ADd ;B(tatelyy void Qf:^ ?ad fpicf. 

You limp like Blackmore on a Lord Mayor's horse** 

^oraCe plainly alludes to the good genius of 
Socrates, which constantly warned him against 
approaching evils and inconveniencies. Pope 
has happily turned it to Wisdom's yoice ; and as 
happily has added^ ** which sometimes one can 
hear." The purged ear is a term of philosophy. 
The idea of the jaded Pegasus, and the Lord 
Mayor's horse, are high improvements on the ori- 
ginaL A Roman reader was pleased with the al- 
lusion to two well-kflow^^ verses of EnniuE.f 

X 4 37. Virtutis 



'' ' . ' . ■ "' ^ . 

the satires of Ariosto. Boileau has borrowed tinucb fronfi hini. 

He also wrote an Art of Poetry. One of his best pieces is an 

imitation of Horace's Trebatius, being a dialogue between hiip^ 

self and the Chancellor of France* 



V r 



■ • . • 



■ * Ver.U. . ,..; , 

f Sicut fortis equus spatio qui forte supremo 
Vicit Olympia, nunc senio confectu quiescit, 

Ennius^ poeta autiquus (says Joit. Sc^liger, with hts^uMiil 
bluntness) in Scaligeriana, magnified) ingetiio; Utiri^irt HUiic 

b^beremus 



Sit ESSAY OM THE OSttWf ^ 

^ .. . -J I,. 

37. Yirtatis rera^ costos, rigidusqae aatelles,* 



.J # ~ j> J 



Free as young Lyttelton, per cause pursue; 

Still true to' virtue, and a^ warm a* tr«e.f' * --- -^ '^^ 



• ;: • vr.'.fo" 



A JQst and not over-charged encomiom m ad 
excellent man, who always served his friendi with 
<»^rmth, (witness his kindness to Thomson,) and 
his country with activity and zeal. His Poems, 
and Dialogues of the Dead, are written with 
elegancie and ease ; his Observations on the Coa- 
version of St Paul, with clearness and closeness 
of reasoning; and his History of Henry H. with 
accuracy, and knowledge of those early tixnes, 
and of the English constitution ; and whifch was 

conipiled 

"•haberermiJ^ integrum, ft amissemus, Lucanum, Statium, Silimh 

-Utttliciimi^fit foi^ ces gargons-rla. Tfee learned M. Mone^&, to 

-^6ftt w^ are Indebted for so many additions to the Mencgif 

*ili^,feadi wi^li^peat acuteness, Gascons-la, by ^bich term lie 

^fnkfrSealig^ points out the inflated, bombastic style' of Iti- 

-^ahand Statin^. ' Hew elegantly, and even poetically, does 

'ttiriftitiari give his -judgment of Ennius : Hunc sic^t sacrds re- 

.%lsftalfe lucos adoremuSi In quibus grandia ^ antibua robbra, 

^ jam'- liiHh tai^m-habent speciem;^ quantam relfgioaem, tib* 
•^,-c,-l«- -' - -^ -....- ... ... J 



AND WRITINGS OF POPH. 



313 



feompiled from a laborious search into authentic 
documents, and the records lodged in llie Tower, 
I and at tlie Rolls. A little before he died, he told 
' me, that he had determined to throw out of the 
'. collection of all his works, Which was then soon 
[ to be published, his first juvenile performance, 
. the Persian * Letters, written, 1735, in imita- 
tion 



LlJjrt'Moiitffiquieu htmseiralso aays, that io thia agreeable work 
Mhere.were somejuzienilia tbat he would wish to correct : " for 
I though a Turk ought necessarily to ate, think, and speak, hk« 
L aTufk, and not like a Christian, yet many persons du not at- 
I tend to this eircumstauce, in reading my Persian Letters." See 
' sn entertaining collection of his Original Letters, p. 160. In 
I this collection are j)ome curious particulars relating to his great 
I work. The Spirit of Laws. He tella bh friend, the Count de 
, Guasco, " Though many kings have not done me that honour, 
' yet I know one who has read my work ; and M. de Maupcrtuis 
' has informed me, that this monarch is not always of my opi- 
nion, I have answered Mauperluis, and told him, I would lay 
, ,'b wager, I could easily put my finger on those passages which 
I the King dislikes." In page 100, he thus speaks of ro/raiVe .- 
I ," Quant a Voltaire, il a irop d'eaprit pour m'entendre ; loua les 
I .'livres qu'il tit, il Ics fdit, apres quoi il approuve ou critique c* 
I qu'il a fait. And afterwards, speaking of Voltaire's distnis* 
.eion from Berlin, " Voila done Voltaire qui paroit ne i(aroir 
I :au reposer sa t£te; ut eadem tellus qiis modo vi^tori defuerat, 
I deesset ad sepulturam. Le bon esprit vaut beaucoup mieux 
que le bet esprit," p. )c>S. It is much to be lamented, that 
' the History of LouU the Eleventh, which JVIontesquieu had 
Vritten, was burnt by a mistake of his sscAUry, p. 9S. Mr. 
2 Stanley. 



314 essAT of; the cemidi ^^^I 

tion of those of his friend Montesquieu, irhoarlift' 
had known and admired in England; in which 
he said there were principles and remarks, that 
he wished to retract and alter. I told him, tiatf 
notwithstanding his caution, the booksellers (aa, 
in fact, they have donej would preserve and Insert 

these 

Stanley, for whom Montesquieu had a sincere esteem and re- 
gard, toI<] roe, that Mootestjuieu assured him, be bad rerei*ed 
more informatiun frotn the Corarnentaries of Ato on Ibe Codex 
and Digest, (a famous civiliaQ of Bologna in the twelfth cen- 
tury,] than from any other writer on the citII lavr. He is laid 
to have had 10,000 scholara. Trithemias mentions bim, c, 187. 
See Arisij Cremonam Littcratnm. Tom. i, p. 89. 

I be^ to add, thai Lyttelton was not blind to the fanlts asd 
blemishes of his friend Montesquieu. See notes on the History 
of the Life of Henry H. p. 291, 4lo. where he is censured for 
an excessive desire of saying somethtng new upon every snb- 
ject, and differing from the common opinions of mankind. 

That accomplished iady the Duchess lyAiguiUon cnnstantly 
attended Montesquieu in his last illness, to the time of hU 
death, n55. One day, during her absence of a few hours 
from his chamber, an Irish Jesuit, Father Both, (author of some 
severe criticisms against the Paradise Lost,) got introduced to 
Ihe dying philosopher, and insisted on having the key of his 
bureau, that he might take away his papers. When the Du- 
chess suddenly returned, and reproached the Jesuit for this 
proceeding, he only answered, "Madam, I must obey my su- 
periors." It was owing to the interposition of the celebrated 
physician, Vtm Staielen, that the Spirit of Laws was permitted 
|0 be apid and read at Vienna. 



AHD WRITINGS ep POVJU S^Sf- 

Aese letters. Anotfier little piece, writteii alsa 
ifiiiis-^arly youth, does him much honour; the^ 
SHervaiions on the Idfe of Tully, in which, per«^ 
bi^ a more dispassionate and impartial cfaarac^ 
t^ of TuUy is exhibited, than in the panegyrical 
iJbhiines of Middleton* 

38. Nunc in Aristippi furtim praecepta relabor.* 



« \.M'> 



'Sometimes with A'ristippus, or St. Paal, 
* ' '• * Ihaiiilge m;^ candof, and grow all to all. t * 

«•'•':-':'■"■•■■•■ ■ " • . " 

V'TTiere is an impropriety, and indecorum, in 
joining the name of the most profligate' parasite 
6f4he court of Dionysius with that of an apostle, 
lii a few lines before, the name of Moniaigrib is 
]M)t sufficient! V contrasted b v the name of Locke 



9^ 



the JrlaCe required that two philbsophers, hdlditi^ 
f ejT^ different tenets, should have been intro- 
3iiced. Hobbes might have beeh 6pjbo^ed' ttt 
JIucheson. I know not why h^e Qihitted ^ fitroxig 
s6ntirnent that follows immediately^ "^^ ' - 



' T * 



£t m\\\i res, non me r^bus subjungc^r^coaqr^ 







•. : .... . ... ■ ..■;„-.:.', ... ■( ..■■■.' ::v;.i: 

* Ver. J9, t Ver. 3!. J Vef. 201 ' ' '* 



S1& us AY ON TH£ GJLKIVS . 

Which line Comeille took for his motto* 

59* NoQ tamen idcirco contemnas lippos imui^* 
TU do what Mead and CheseldeB adTucLf 

Bf EAD, a judge of pure Latinity, having dis- 
puted with Pope on the impropriety of the expres- 
sion. Amor puhlicus, on Shakespear's monument 
ended the controversy by giving up his opinion, 
and saying to him. 

Omnia Tincit amor & nos cedamns amori. 

I mention this circumstance, because it may be 
amusing to the lovers of anecdotes, just to add, 
that, in a public inscription at Rheims, in France^ 
RACiNEy who drew it up, used the words Amor 
pubUcuSy in the very same sense. I believe both 
these great poets were wrong. 

40. InTidos, iraamdus, iners, vinosus, amatar.X 

Be 

• Vcr. 29. t Vcr. 51. 

X Ver. 38* 



AKD WHiTINCS OF POM. 317 

B« furxoufi, envious, slothfbU mad, or drunk. 
Slave to a wife, or vassal to a punk.* 

I cannot forbear thinking that Horace glanced 

r 

at his f oMoi frailties and imperfections, as he 
Frequently does, in the four last epithets of this 
eerse, in the original. As to em^, he had not a 
gtaih of it in his nature. 

41. Virtus est vitium fugere.) 

* • ► 

Tis the first virtue, vices to abhor. 

And the ^rst wisdom, to be fool n« jnare«§ 



Da. 



• Ver. 61. 



f As he does at his passion for buildings in verse 100, be« 
tow. 



Diruit, sedificaty mntat quadrata rotoadis. 
So also. Sat. iii. lib. ii. v. 308. 



\ 9 

•V . . 



Accipe, primum 



JEdificas ; hoc est longos imitaris, ab imo 
Ad summum totus moduli bipedali s 

} Ver. 41. § Ver. 65. 



SI 8 nSAY ON THB cwMitn-- 

Dr. King informed me, that thege w^ete twH 
of the rhymes to which Swif^ who Was scroptt^ 
lously exact iu this respect, used to object; ^a»te 
did to some Qthers in Pope;^ particulaity t» tiMi 
in the Essay on Criticism^ v. 2379 whefrifc%b 
is made to rhyme to wit^ 



.'.A 



42. Per mare paaperiem fugieus, per sazs^ per ignes.* 
Scar'd at the spectre of pale Pote»ty It " " 

Pope has given life to the imag^ and added 
terror to the simple expression pauperienk 

43. At pueri ludentes. Rex eris^ aiunt. 
Si recte fecies.J— — 



Yet Bv^ry child another soBg will singj 
Virtue^ bray e boys { ^tis Yirtde'iha^es a king.^ 

' Sonie comi&entatdrs think Horace alluded to ati 
old Greek play among children, called, IBfU^iXipfa^ 
But Lambinus observes, that the spdrt alluded'to 

is 



• Vfer. 4«. t Ver. 70. 

t ViBf. 59. § Ver;»l.- 



A|l0 .WI^ITINGS OF FOPE. 919 

8 /mentioned in the Thecetetus of Plato ; where 
k^qratea says, he that fails in his pursuit will be 
i^koned an ass, as the children say of him who 
39iina6 catch the ball ; and he that catches it is 
edited their king. 

44. Ut propias species lacrymosa* poemata Pupi ! f 

For what ? to bare a box when eunuchs sing; 
And foremost in the circle eye a king.^ 

^ , Qur author is SO perpetually expressing an af- 
fected contempt for kings, that it becomes al- 
most a nauseous cant ; 



he pride qf kingt-^ 
--^some monster of a king-"-^ 
'^ity kings^^the gift ofkingi 
'^Gods qf kir^s — muck above a kingi'^, 
^-'Setile wrote qf kings — &c. 

Hawkiks Browne laughed at him for this af- 
fectation, in the pleasant Imitations of English 

'.•••'. * • \t 

poets, on Tobacco^ 

Come, 

* The epithet laerymosa is ironical. 
t Ver, Q7. % Ver. 105. 



■ 
Come, let roe taste ibee, fmutei»*dby knigif 

45. Olim quod volpes egroto cauta leoui 

Eespottdit, referam : Qoia me Testi^a ttnent;, 
Omoiale adyenuoi apectantia, nolls^ retforsmn.* 

Faith, I shall giTe the answer Reyaard ga?e : 
I cannot like, dread Sir ! your royal cave ; 
Because I see, by all the tracks about. 
Full many a beast goes iu, b^^ noo« comet outf 



Both 



• Ver. t$. 

+ Ver. 114.. 

Conciseness y^ss the quality, for which Babrius, if we may 
judge from the fragments, seems to haye been so excellent 
See Dissertat. de Babrio, Fab. 97, 50, 242 ; and, above all, the 
exquisite fable of the Swallow and Nightingale, Fable 149, and 
the last in this curious and elegant dissertation. In the Fabii* 
larum Msopicarum Delectus, a book not sufficiently known, and 
now out of print, published at Oxford, 1698, are sixiy fables 
exquisitely written, versibus senariis, by Ant. Ahap^ ' The 
best life of ^sop is by M. Mezeriac, the learned editor ofDio* 
phantus : a book so scarce, that BerUley complained he conld 
never get a sight of it; and Bayle had never teen it, when he 
first published his Dictionary. It was reprinted in the Me* 
moires de Litterature of M. de Sallengre, 1717, torn. i. p. 87* 
This was the author, whom Malherbe asked, when he shewed 
him the edition of Diophantus, " if it would lessen the price 
of bread?** 



^th poets have told the fable with sin elegant 
revity. Why did Pope bmit tkgroto? Dread 
ivj aiid Royal cuve^ are good additions^ Plata 
as also fond of this ikble. He has put jf intQ 
le mouth of Socrates, in the first Alcibiades.^ 

46. Excipiantque senes quos in Viyaria mittant.f • 

« 

^ome with fat bucks on childless dotards fawii»{ 

The legacy-hunters, the Hceredipetcey were a 
lore common character among the ancients than 
^ith us. The ridicule, therefore, is not now so 
:riking. Lucian haB five pleasant Dialogues on the 

VOL* II. Y subject, 



* AXX* art^iui, karat ^o$ Ai^ofva tuAof^ ot if AXovnf 9fos vat 
tovrat tiirt, x»i rn tis Aguxi^eti/Mvx vofitff-pMrof ttmorins fixt rat tyitn 
% txtiai rtTfxyLyanat $i}Xa, tl^tovros ^f, «^«/xi} etv ris i^ou Tom. ii. p. 
22. Serrani. £d. H. Steph. 1578^ Pope has connected the 
issage that immediately follows in a forced and quaint man* 
:r^ which Horace never thotight of; 

Well^ if a king's a lion, at the least 

The people iare a many -headed beast. V.. 1S?D. 

if the Word hellua had any relation to the lion before*meQ- 
med. 

t Vcr. 7ii. X Ver. JSO^ 



5S^^ ZtS Ay ON THE G^INIUS 

subject, from page 343 to 363, io .the.4to edij^n 
of Hem8terhti3iMs. Horace hunself appeal to 
h^T^ failed more in (^xposing this folJ(y, ^tibj^^i^^ 

any.ot^r of his s^tir^; ,4Ad P?i^|*^^,-*^n!^Jfl 
mixing ancient. with modern manners, .^d mjji^ 
ing Tjresjas instruct Ulysses in petty frand^ ftud 
artifices too subtle for the old prpph^ andjl^m 
to dictate and to practise. Sat. 5. lib.. 9* , , .; . . 



47. Maltis occulto crescit res foenore,*< 



:■ ' t. '••;»;: I^ 



is far excelled in force and spirit by. 



While with the silent growth of -tea per eeoft. 
In dirt and darhicUf hundreds ftink contenUf 



\ 49« Nullas in orbe sinns Baiis pnriacet amoenii^ 
"^il Si dixit diyes ; lacus & mare sentit amofOD 



\^ Feptiaantis h^n.^* 



Sir Job' $ saiPd forth, the eyeninjg bright and stall ; 
" No place on earth> he cry'd, like Greenwich-hill!'' 
Up4t|ftr^:a. palace ; Vh th' obedient base 
Slopes at its foot, the woods its sides. embrace^ 
Th^ Kil^ei Thames reflects its matble &ce.|t 



X.:^' 



- % 




Superior 

\ More liTely than the general word, <2tv«M.'o . . 

II Ver.IS«. . „ . 



And WHITINGS OF P0^£. 583 



'^iip-^f to' the oi^ilitiSl : • 4 pt^lng iiftle iih^-' 

AW y'tl»fe' lies* iiikie iftd fashloa ^lii^t* thea 
^i«; '* ¥^oti's is the vtna of a citizen: The dW 
rord ttM awkwai^ magdificenee of opulent cifi- 
zeiw lids, of late; Beeti frequendy exposed ; bui 
no where with more' num6ur than in the Corinois^ 
seur, and in the characters of Sterling and Mn. 
Heidelberg^ in the Clandestine Marriage. 



49. L^ — Cui si vitiosa • libido 

Fecerit auspicium; eras ferramenta Teanum 






Now let some whimseyj or that dev'l withio, 
Wbich<:gaides all those who kidibipr a6t wba^tbfei^ 



} 

Bat give the kuight (or gWe his* lady) s^feeBl - J 

Away, away ! take all your scaffolds down. 

For snug's the word ;— my dear, we'll liy^ in to^ii4 



-i J-.. 



1 ■ ', . ■'It 



Horace ^ays,- 'he -iHlt cdtry life builffiMjg^ from 
ao|^proper ^fl4 .pl^asapt a slt^atu)^,^sJ^lVe, to 

Y 2 Teanum; 



Tv.:^')i>c 






• Sca*%eV 6biierves, that'Htirace is fond of aWj4tiTes that 



v«r , -J "' 



t Vcr. t5. ' X Vet. \«, 



5M tssAT ax T«B csviot 

Ttmmmm ; a sitmtxMi aDhcalthj and diugiteibk. 
P6PE says^ he mi3 sot bniid at aQ, he vill again 
rttire to tovm. lie ha:i^ I tfaii^ destroyed the 
connexioB bv this altcntioiL. MalabifitT of tem- 
per ts indeed cqoallT cxlubited m both instances^ 
bnt Uonce keeps closer to Ins sabjea. 









Ti 

Prefer a MW iap^ncr t» tkor 



llKy hire titeTr xaDer. aad. 



Tbu iBiitatMa k in tnith adminblc It i% 
perhaps, oae of his finest pasasc^ AB diepc^ 
ralieb arc fortunate and csactlj hit the original : 
and the images drawn from modem Etc are mi- 
nntelr q>plicable to the pwpose. 

51. a 



. '^*<- i,*» * ';^ ■::'-' ^ !■'}':,.. J '.'. ' '.\. ^ : \tj li> f.;V-: ; • .^\\\^.■^■ 

41• Si ^urtatus inaequali to|!isore capillos, 

> i i J *EdtB mxbeft: tnxAv^ireh si toiga diiaidet impar i • 



I Ml"* 




t A 



m^no .-T •>^:.--f-)'' . ■ •>■ - - ;' -•: ••■-: ., 



'^^vKi^^t (/'.:.. ;i. 



i .■ 



You laughs half beau, half sloven, if I standi 
My wig all pbveder," ihd all snnff my band ; •'*■'■' 

You laugh, if coat and breeches strangely vary^ 
White gloves^ and linen worthy Lady Mary ! t 

I am inclined to thitik that Horace laughs at 
:iimself (not at Virgil, as has been supposed) for 
the ungraceful appearance he sometimes made, 
a^d the incongruity of his dress. Perhaps our 
httle, rdufid, faty oily man, was somewhat of a 
sloven. Poor Pofe was &o weak and infum, and 
his body required ^o many wrappers and cover- 
ings, that it was hardly possible for him to be 
neat. No poet, except MalherbCj ever wore so 
many % pair of stockings. Thomson speaks ele- 
gantfy of his |>efson; in that dehghtfiilpoem, 
Tte Cistle of Indolence, stanza the Stk!. » 

/lAt yiL .. ■ -Y'S ' '■■ ■■■:./■-■.<' ■.^" l^(He 

* Ver. 94. f Vet. 161, 

} Ten in number, according to his friend ^acaNji in tb^ . 
•' ' ' ' account of hisi life, ^* -*- ^ 



He c^me, the bard, a liitle Dhti^rwight, 

:v , As is his sister of the copses irraeD.. . . - 

He crept along, uupromisiiig of mien. 



^o /»2«.Niladi]urmn«|m^ei^.ei|«!^^i!^^ ^-^i Uiri.: 
Solaqtie qtue possit fecere & senrare beatom. _ 

'' Not to admire, is all the art I know, 
" To make then happy, and^toke^^cmib.*^''^; "^ ' 
Plain truth, dear MutaiAtr,+ ne'edd nVffbweiiiAf rocech, 
So take it ifi the very words of C*£W;aif ^ -^-.j. 

MTio, in truth, is a much better ^'tran|lator 
than he is usually supposed and ^Upwed :tP be. 

' He 



,- .. U i- i jc ' V» 



'\ 



* Epist. ri. 



* ^^ 



f He knew the exact taste and learning of the pe^n fie ad^ 
Presses, and has laboured this imitation accordingly. 



V «V. V 



4- \ er» »• - « • . 



.■ .V 



;§*^lr. ChrUtopher* Pitt has itnitated the Tth'iat: of fidk 
1). n. - th^ igth episrte, b. 11. ; the 4th epistle, W 11 J ^'tSe i^ 
VpisifeyKl ; the I8th epHrtle/b. 1; (se^hUjiberos; W ilifi. 
«»f the Pngllsh Poets)- ^Uh^i ff eedom ati* 4 ^c^fit^^ir^t^tt. 
cation truly Horatian, Perhaps it may desenre consideration, 
1 : ^ . > ? -i'/ • wb^ther 



He is a nervous and vigorous wAter ; and many 
parts, not oqW pf h|s Lucretius hut jqif,,lva^ Theo^ 
critttS'^nd HoTace/(thoiigh now decried'^) have 
not been excellei^ by other translators. ^t)nc of 
his pieces may be pronouw^ed. ex^dleat ; his 
translation of the thirteenth satire of Juvenal ; 
equal to any that Dryden has given us of that 
author. 



1-) 7 • • • I 



.:..■ S- 



55. Huofi i»^Ieoi^& «UsUas & decedctntia c^tis , 
,, ,T^Pp.ri^ i]fM>mentiSj,^ sunt; qui f^rmidiae nuU& 
Imbuti spefiteut — 1 ♦ ^ 



^ (This yault of air, tfaifi congregated baJI^ . 
Self-center d sun and stars, that rise and fall : 
jc? The#^ ftre, my friebdy Mrbose pbiloiippWr'^e^ ^ ' . - : i 
:« I ^ Look through, and trust the Ruler with his skies.f 



This last line is quaint and obscure ; the two 
firslj vigorously expressed. Horace thought pf 

. .. •• Y4v .. ,;.; .,,' ,.,.,: ,,,,ia;Poble 



whether the best manner of i&fi^ting these satires and epistles, 
which approach so near to comedy, and to common couTeraa* 
^W* i?^^ft,^^ ^^^^ to a^ppt tlie /aw7if^.jhla,n|i y^s^j^^ 
M^: ^9^^^^ ^^ ^ s^(;;<?e8sftilly ei^loyj^^ Jii^iJ^il tjfpp^ >a* 
P>r^ of ver^ lap n^oj^ re^embliug^h^of ^^iltop, fh'^^^ 

Jf^j^pif teys of Bomqr r^?,eppW^ Apf^.pf 'yh^eyc^^ifi^^ruT >a^ 1^ 
^^ii:-^^ • Ver. 3 \ Vet.^. 



j|99 litAV Ml :TIfe^.Q&lltUXA 

4«. Dobte; pa£S9g&'. '^'* m Locretiur, :^ bafdc w{4i>(>^^ lb 
l)^i . ". vr ■'■.' ^ :•:■ ' V ».,, ■^,». ./•->;: u w^^ li 

Per coelum volvi quia soU & luua videntur : . ., 

Luna^ dies^ ec nox, & noctis sign^ sereiifia, 
Noctivags^ue fajces Cjoelii fl$minaeqae volantes, 
Nubjla, ros, Jmbfes^ nox^, yenti, fulmina, gran40| 
Et rapida fremitus, & murmura magna minaruiiu i. 

iS4. Ludicra quid, plausus, & amici dona Quiritis.t 






Or popularity ? or stars and strings f 

The mob's applauses^ or the gifls of kings.^ ' 



..*#■••• H '' 



■i t 



Considering the pvespn^ state of politics; th^ 
abilities of politicians in this country, and th^ 
number of. those who think themselves completely^ 
Qualified to guide the state^ might I be pardoned 

• To those who know the number of thoughts that breathe, 
and words that burn, in this animated writer, it is surprising 
that Tully could speak of him in 9p cold s^nd tasteless a man- 
ner : Lucretii poeniata non sunt lita multi§ )umiuibu$. fi^enii, 
inuttse tamen Artis. jljp. ad Fratrem,Lib. ii. Jlp. 1 1. Lucre- 
tius seemjjf to have thouglit of the fine passage in the Sisyphus 
of' liu rip ides, quoted by Grot i us., Excerpta, p. 402. Sextus 
^mpirius ascribes the lines to Critjas ; but Plutarch, witl^ bet? 
^er reason, v6 Euripides. 

t Ver. 7. t Ver. 14*. 



ANIL ^r&iTiKGs Of re»fi4 99^ 

r the peilantryuof recommendtngtothmn tha^ 
w following words of Socrates ; who thus^'^Ml^ 
'esses Alci blades : Tviavmtcu irfurcv, « iM^Kafit, xoi 

Ar d in fAoiwTot iipdn^i n^m^ 9roXtibir> nr^iripip h fA«« 

Icibiad. 2d. p, 133* Serr, Platom T, 2. • 

^» » V^ ■Cum bene notum • 

Portictts Agripp^ '& via te conspexerit App! ; 
Jre tamen restate Numa quo devenit & An^us.* 

Grac'd as thou art with all the pow'r of words^ 
So known, so honoured, at the House of Lords;. 
Conspicuoi^ sce^e !-^nother yet is aigh>. 
(More silent far !) where kings and poets lie ; 
Where Murray, long enough his country's pride^f ' 
* 3hall be no more than TuLifT, or than Htde.^ 

Much b9yon4 the orighial; particubrly oa 
^ipQunt of the very happy and artful user Pppx 
as inade of the neighbourhood of the House of 

P^rliameut 

♦ Ver.2i. ■ '••■■ '••■•''• ^"■• 

. . . •. ■•,•■•. '-■■ i Jt>U' 

f What would our author haye saiq aqd thought^ had he 
7e() long enough to see the house of this yenerabje magis- 
ate, like that of Tully, plundered and burnt, by an infamous 
ind of bigots, rebels, ruffians, and enthusiasts? Wh^t a sub- 
ct for the severest and deepest tone^ of his indignant Muse ! 



530 ESSAY ON THE GENIUS' 

Parliament to Westminster Abbey ; and of tlA 
well-turned and unexpected compljment he. has 
paid to his illustrious friend. The character of 
Lord Chancellor Clarendon • seems to grow 
every day brighter, the more it is scrutinized; 
and his integrity and abilities are more isH^ 
tained and acknowledged, even from the ^piB** 
lication of private papers, never intended to'^ 



the lighC 



a potest dare, forli 



n 



J • During his retireroeot in Jersey, he writes thus to Dr. 
G. Sheldon : " That you may not think I am idle, I have read 
over Livy, and Tacitus, and almost Tully's work*." They 
whg censure his style as too diffuse, and too much embar- 
rassed with parentheses, may consult the 3d volume oF tha 
learned Lord Monbgddo's Origin of Laoguages. When C^ 
^endon was going from court, just after his profligate and un- 
grateful master had obliged him 
Puchess of Portsmouth meanly 
JD (be palace. lie looked up : 
C»|^ ^pd cofitemptuous dignity, 

m's^^r? ;!.,/■■ V. ... 



> resign the Great Seal, the 
suited him from a winilow 
her, and only said, wilha 
• Madw, if yp^jinV gm j 



1.1;. S'i- 



titft n! .OOS >l 






. Would ye be bleat ? denuje low joys,, low sains ;1 

: hi^'fiSP^*'^ sju{>^oc to the .ori^^tial ; where 
Wi;P9?^ .4? f<Pf bje {»«tt4 ,flat :. 094 the meatioft «^ 
Ij j»^•t|p^^t shindig c^i«u«cter, g^ves a f9roe.9|}4 
^jjri|;,|o.,i^ Uij^ .^Tbis amiabJe young aoUei^s^ 
wrote, from Paris, 1 753, a very pressing mnqpt 
strance to Mr. Mallet, to dissuade him, but in 
vain, from pul^lisiuiig a- veiy> offensive f £gres- 

■•■•■■*•■ ■- . • sion 



:- v^ -^ • Vcr. 60. 



"-f It "appears tha^ Swrft saspiBcte"cf tlie inrieligiou^ jMticiplet 
iff ^^Bdfi^gbroke/ so early as tbe ^ear \l2i\ for he taaVi^ for 
Ihaself th<^ followfog apology to tlie Dean :-^'* I must on ^IS 
oic^Efi^dn^ iiet yon right, >s to ah opinion, whrch f shbiili) be 
f^#y*itofty to Have you cntertaiti cohterniiigiiie. The fena 
^^fbrt;- in Euglisty; iree-thmkcr, is/ iccbtdtng to my d6^ 
8CJrr^6n/iuual]y apptldd to them vt^tk I lotik ¥jpon^i^''8^ 
9ik f^s of'societyv b^^ti^^^heirirhd^a^ 
Hd^ tfa^ hdridnol it; i^d to take at Itiot 6)i^'l:iirtit>t#'Wl!^ 
^k^m <^ that wild bea^t ttian, wh^hlt \^ld fotri^lf# fi4 
¥ilis «<hecked by half 9 score otheb.*^ ^^Ott^ of thSoie ii^s", 
Jiowever, he chose to become, by strictly eiijoli3ftn|^ mK 
Mallet to publish the writings hejeft against religion. See 
Letters of Swift by Hawkesworth, vol. ii. p* 200. In this 
2 collection 



SJKI WUY OK^ Xfifi GSNiUJ/ 

sion on the Old Testameat, in Lord fioliogbvok^^ ^ 
Letters on History; " I must sajr to ybii^SS^ h 
for the worlds sake^ and for his sake^ ttial^put ^^^ 
the work ought by no means to be communicate"^ 
fiii:ther» If this digression be made paUic^i^Bt 
will be censured; it must be caiBttred|:itini|^^^^ 
to be censured. . It will be criticised tK»^ hf 
pens, whose erudition, as well as their reaao 
will not. easily be answered/* He condinles 
saying, '^ I therefore recommend tayoui to 
press tliat part of the work^ as a gjDod ickiBm 
the world, for the world's peace, as one in t 
and obliged by Lord Bolingbroke, not ta 
new storms to his memory/' 




t : 



57. Virtutem verba putas^ ut 

l^ucnm ligna ?* * ■ 






•Tj. 



4l 






' V^'--'{ 



eollectioQ 18 the very entertaining jonmal which Swift ^mt^w-^ 
dai1jr% Mrs. Jiohiison, containing a minute account^ and n&ny 
prmte. anecdote^s of the ministry of Qaeen Abn<^J>f'PiEfrl&i|^ 
the inside of a court (vitae postscenia) was iievar sa clefd)^ 
displayed. Bnt'yet Swift does not seem to have kpownall the 
intrigues then carried on. 



t. 



* Ver. 3U 




One who belie 

Who Vi, 

Thinks f/iflt but words, a 



GS OF POPE. 



opinions sway; 
leads the way; 



d ihh but brick and sfonea?* '' 



Here we have a ilirect and decisive censure of' 
a' celebrated infidel writer: at this time, there- 
ibre, which was 1737, Pope was strongly and 
■openly on the side of religion, as he knew the 
great lawyer to be to whom he was writing. Ho- 
Tace, it is said, alludes to the words of a dying 
Hercules in a Greek tragedy ; and Dion Cassias 
relates, in the 27tli book of his history, that 
these were the words which Brutus used just be- 
fore he stabbed himself, after his defeat at PHn 
lippi. But it is observable, that tliis fact rests 
solely on the credit of this fawning and fulsome 
court-historian ; and that Plutarch, who treats 
largely of Brutus, is silent on the subject. If 
Brutus had adopted this passage, I cannot bring 
myself to believe, that Horace would so far have 
forgotten his old republican principles, astoh^vg, 
tnentioned the words adopted by the dying pa*i 
triot, with a mark of reproach and reprpba^ioid. '. 

S». Scilicet 



334 kiss AY O KT TH fi ' diN Hffc^ 

58. Scilicet uxofei»<J^mi A>te> fidecSqu^ &^aHiI<Jdii^^^^q -^ 
.:v^Et genes & fottftarti * reginfe PEc<JNtA^lof«llgr'^4 ^*^^ *' 
Ac bead^MQQMaatdm dect)i^t SOAbtj^/ V^ 

For mark th' advantage ; just so many score 
Will gain a wife with half as ttt^/indte j -^^'^^'^^^ '^^^ 
Procure hel^b^a^ty; m4&e that bdiui^'dfa^/^ ^'^'^^^ 
And then such fneofetaemifiorfeiltir^kifc'^' *^ ^^^ 
A man of: wealth Is dabh*d * tn«tn of Wffi J^- ^ ^^'*^ 
Venus shall give him form> and Anstis birth. | 

( .■ .\ - . ■ •. . ■"■'.': u.i^u'^ j,mi'j?n on vO 

, Not imitated with the yig-^r ^B^-dgj^rgj&pfe 

the origixial. The first line i|/^f;^ ^pj^ jfogftido 

Three Dmnities, for such he makes them, Pjscu> 

VIA, SuADELA, and Venus, conspire in giving . 

their accomplishments tb this.fi^T6arite-^of^(^- 

tbti^. Modem images could not be fouifli^Wi^'? 

^, ^ V ^ .. .... i , . ., ^ », .... 

swer these prosopopcpias. 
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59. Cb]ap|^<i^ 



♦ The Duke of M. dining with Prth<j*Ebg^^,1irti reiy 
large company, spoke in high tenns of his Queen, Anne. The 
BHrfc^^^hiipei«ed t# the oldest and mo« v4n^^b]e^'getiJB|V^ 
mxi^ Mw Uting, Regina Ptc^ thafHi9aueeh.*'^-^AM 

thf ftince immediattdy added, "There rs a grciiajftteiuSS* 
ill toiifcihg ^r CTtWiYirr t^ -r ^-,> vi-xu ?Tif 

t'^VehJs; jVer.-tT." 



^9, -o^^Chlainydes Lucullus, ut aiunt. 

Si posset c^nttun^sc^Q^ pj:)ebfiri% c^fatiMi* : -> 

Qui possQBi tot ? aitf< tamen & qiueramr ft. quot halfebo^ 
MiUajuf^-r-fipst paiy|loJcribit sibi inillk,qiiiiiq«i^ v • 

'Base doini chlamydum ; partem vel tolieret omnet.t 



€* 



f. i'.'> I. 



\ 



■* . 



His wealth bravcf Xun^ |^orio«sly coofouodi ; 
* Ask'd fotA, gjn^tp begiTes a bund red peoadsa 
Or, if thre^ ladies ||lfie.a,bickle8a plajr. 
Takes the mk/olp tioui^^vpoa the poet*« 4^4:^ 



• s 



By no means equal to the original : there is so 
iMCIV^^j^l^titry mallui^ing to the kno^im st6ry 

■ ' * 

i^Ch^Pb^dr ceiliing to borrovr dresses (paludai- 
- ;>^'^ menta) 

fblOvHiimJ* flubtUHas i];i&itibilis ilia qiiideai videtur 



czistim^n^], . sed nihil experienti minusu Cicero, Bee what 
Demetrius il^iialereus saya^ in a passagfe full of taste and judg- 
ment, W9ft TH laj^H j(fiifaK'nifQs, pag* fl$. Oitdn. 1679^ 

These lines of Horace are a strong example of this species 

— parcentis viribus atque 
,... .^ jEfAeiiqa^tis eag conyUto , 

"^OV^fW^lf!^:?^ Demetrius Phalereus is wit.s<^iiqiach:read>ih«6T 
Mrhaps, ismpre nseful, than even Dipnyivns de Struct. Soi^t? 
l^Tf^ i||^ii^<^d that Dipnysius was the author iif \^ ^ Thert* 
are many internal proofs why it coold jiQt be written^ efffljri 
as D. Fhalertu^. 

• 

t^Vec.^0. X:>y^-^it 
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menta) for a chorus in a public spectacle thalht 
intended to exhibit, who asked him to lend bini 
a hundred, says Plutarch ; but LucuUus bade him 
tike trco hundred. Horace humorously has made 
It Jive thousand. We know nothing of Timon, or 
the three ladies here mentioned, 'fliere is i0 
another beauty in Horace; he has suddenly, ac- 
cording to his manner, introduced LucuUoi 
speaking; " qui possum, i^c." He is for ever in- 
troducing these little interlocutions, which give 
his satires and epistles an air so lively and dra- 
matic. This also is very frequently the practice 
of Batle, and is one of the circumstances that 
has contributed to make his Dictionary so very 
entertaining ; and he need not have said, as he 
did to BoiLEAU, that the reading his work was 
like the journey of a caravan over the deserts of 
Arabia, which often went twenty or thirty 
leagues together, without finding a single fruit- 
tree or fountain. 



60. Mercemur servum, qui dictet nomina, Itefum 
Qui foJial htus, & cogat trans * pondera 6exit. 

PorBg 

* Various art- die opinions about tlii 
Jera: some- commentators think it 
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■ 

;r^rrlger« t hip nmltQin Ib Fubid valet^ ille Vdind^ 
Cui libet is fascef dad>it ; eripiet^ue curule, 
fcai tolet, importuQiis ebur : Frater, Pater, adrfc ; 
ouiqsc etfc aetai ittf quemqub fecetus adopta.^ - 



.'. .TM>. bj>^ SI *l&v^« P^i if you wilU a lord, 

* .To do the honours, or to give the word ; 
Tell at your levee, as the crowds approach, 

- Ti»-wbMii to uod> whom take into yoar coach, 
Whom^bonour with your hand : to make remarks. 
Who rules in Cornwall, or who rules in Berks : 
** This may be troublei^me, is near the chair : 

. ? T|Mt makes three members ; this can chuse a may'nf' 
Instructed thus, you bow, embrace, protest, 
\Adopt him son, or cousin, at the least ; 
!I1mQ ^rn about, and laugh at your own lest.f 

\n admirable picture of septennial folly and 
anness during an election canvass, in which the 
s of English solicitation are happily applied to 
man. Some strokes of this kind, though 
^OL. I J. Z mixe4 



waggons loaded with beams and stones, &r. or the weight 
he gown pulled up. But Gestier's interpretation seems the 
t sensible; ultra squilibrinm corporis, cum periculo ca« 
di : the candidate bows so low.that be almost oveisets his 
y. Fodit latus laevum candidati nomenclator; alacris 
lium & cupidus candidatus ita protend it dextram, ut sequi* 
ium poene perdat. And Ovid uses fondera in this sense ; 
ideribus libtata suis. Met« i* 13. 



* Ver. 50. f Ver. 99. 



'k 
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mixed with unequal trash, in the Pasquin of 

Fielding, may be mentioned as capital, atid full 

of the truest humour. It is, indeed, a fine and 

fruitful subject for a satirist. As Popb could 

not use a nomenclator (stroum) he ha^ hippily 

added — a Lord. And if he has omitted a lively 

- . - * - ■. ■ ' , ■ ■ 
circumstance, fodiat latus^ he has made ample 

compensation by, take into your coacK. In^or^ 

tunus is skilfully turned by, this may be trdubte^ 

some; as is /acetus, by, laugh at your ^HdH jiit.^ 



."■■.?»-■> 



61. remigium vitiosum Ithacensis Ulyssci 

Cui potior patrii fuit interdicta Toluptas^f 

IS admirably applied to the frequent mischie?ous 
effects of early foreign travel. 

From Latian Syrens, French Circaeaa feast*, 
Return well travelled, and transformed to beasts ; 
Or for a titled pnnk, or foreign flame. 
Renounce our country, and degrade our nameij; 



62. Si, Mimnermns uti censet, sine amor« jocisqne. 
Nil est jucnndum, vivas in amore jocisque.§ 



ff 



* Yet Horace, lib. 1. sect. 10. uses facetus in another sensCi 
as interpreted by Quintilian, lib. 6. c. 3. 

t Ver. W. X Ver.i82; % Ver. Q5. 
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If SwifT cry wisely, " Vive la Bagatelle !"* 

The Dean made his old age despicable, by 
Bis-spending it in trifl'mg and in railing; in 
ribbliiig paltry riddles and rebusses, and vent- 
ag his spleen in peevish invectives. His banish- 
pent to Ireland, (for such he thought it,J and 
lis disappointed ambition, embittered and exaa- 
[Crated his mind and temper. An excellent man, 
ind excellent philosopher, whose loss I shall long 
md sincerely deplore, has lately made the fol- 
lowing strictures upon one of his capital works. 

Misanthropy is so dangerous a thing, and 
goes so far in sapping the very foundation of 
morality and religion, that I esteem the last part 
©f Swift's Gulliver (that I mean relative to his 
Houyhnhnms and Yahoos) to be a worse book 
to peruse, than those which we forbid as the 
most flagitious and obscene. One absurdity in 
this author (a wretched philosopher, though a 
•reat wit) is well worth remarking; in order to 
'lender the nature of men odious, and the nature 



L 
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of beasts amiable^ he is compelled to give huvum 
characters to his beasts^ and beastly dBkrStcters to 
his men ; so that we" are to admire the beasts^ not 
for htingbeastSf but amiable men; and to detut 
the men^ not for being men, but detestable 
beasts. 



... .:j 



1 1< 



'^ Whoever has been reading this unnatural 

• {■*»■; 

FILTH, let him turn, for a moment to a Spectator 
of Addison, and observe the PHiLANTHBOPr 
of that classical writer ; I may add, the superior 
purity of his ^/i^n, andhistriV/'* 



63. Cam tot sastineas & tanta negotia soltiSg 
Res Ita1a9 armis tuteris, moribus ornes, 
Legibus emendes, in publica coinmoda> peccem^ 
Si loDgo sermoDe morer taa tempol^^ Csesar !f 



,« 



While you^ great patron of maakfnd, stistain 
The balaac'd world, and open all tke voaiii ; . 
Yonr co«Ditry> chief, iu arms abroad defend^ 
At home with morals, arts, and laws amend f 



IkV 



* Philological Inquiries, in three parts; by J>M£s HabMV 
Esq. London, 1781. Part iii. page 537, 

f £p. I. Lib. ii. r. 1. If am interrogation point is placed 
after Cctsar f in the original, it would remore a diffiiculty cotP* 
plained of by the commentfUors. 
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i^.jHow sfaali the Muse from such a monarch stjeal. p_, ,j^ 

An hour, aud not defraud the public weal }* 



I irony. Of this irony the followinj 




All those nauseous and outrageous f compli- 
ments, which Horace, in a strain of abject adu- 
llation, degraded himself hy paying to Augustus, 
■Pope has converted into bitter and pointed sar- 
isms, conveyed under the form of the most art- 



specimens 

shall 






■f "Horace (says Pope) in the advertisement to this piece, 
tde his court to this great prince (or rather this cool and sub- 
tle tyrant) by writing with a decent freedom toward.i him, with 
a just contempt of his low flatterers, and with a manly regard 
to his own chiuacter." i^uri'ly he forgot, 

Jurandasque tibi per Niimea ponimaa tiras, 
Kil oritorum aliaij nil ortum tale, fatenies, &c. 

We sometimea apeak incorrectly of what are called the writers 

•f the Augustan age. Terence, Lucreliu.i, Catullus, Tolly, 
J. Ctesar, and Sal lust, wrote 6f/ore the time of Auguslus; and 
'y,Virgil, Horace, TibuUus, and Propertius, were not made 
>d writers by his patronage and encouragement. Virgil 
liad the courage to reprttsent his hero assisting the Etruseana 
in punishing ihcir tyrannical king. Lib. a. t. 49$. One of 
the xaaA nnaccountable prqi;dices that ever obtained, seems 
be that of ccltibrating Augustus for clemency. 
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shall be placed together, in one view; added to 
the preceding lines, which are df the same cast 



_ > 

Wonder of kings ! like whom, to mortal eyea^ 

None e'er has risen, and none e'er riiall riae.* 

How shall we fill a library with wily 

When Merlin's cave is half nnfinish'd yet ?f 

My liege ! why writers little claim yonr thoogbl^ 

I gness ; and with their leave will tell the fanlt4t 

Yet think, great Sir ! so many yirtnes shown. 

Ah, think what poet best may make them known ! 

Or chnse at l^st some minister of grace. 

Fit to bestow the Laoreat*s weighty place.§ 

Oh conld I mount on the Maeonian wing^ 

Your arms, yonr actions, yoor repose, to sing ! 

What seas you travers'd, and what fields yon fought, 

Your country's peace, how oft, how dearly bought ! ^ 

How barbarous rage subsided at your word. 

And nations wonder'd while they dropp'd the sword! 

How when you nodded, o'er the lapd and deep. 

Peace stole her wing, and wrapt the world in sleep; 

Till earth's extremes your mediation own, '** 

And Asia's tyrants tremble at your throne* 

But verse, alas ! ycmr majesty disdains. 

And I'm not us'd to panegyric strains : 

Besides, a fate attends on all I write. 

That when I aim at praise, they say I bite.|) 



* Ver. 29, t Ver. 35i. 

t V«r. 356. § Ver. 376. || Ver. 394. 
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It may be observed, in general, that the imi- 
.tations of these two epistles of the second book 
Horace, are finished with so much accuracy 

id care, and abound in so many apphcations 
and allusious most nicely and luckily adapted to 
the original passages,* ibat a minute comparison 
would be useless. In a very few instances, how- 
!ever, he may be thought to fall short of his mo- 
del. This appears in the account of the rise of 
poetry among the Romans, v. 139 — because he 
cou'd not possibly find a parallel for the sacri- 
fices paid to Teilus, and Silvanus, and the Genius ; 
nor to the licentiousness of the Fesccnnine verses, 
vliich were restrained by a law of the Twelve 
'Tables. 

' Pope has also failed in ascribing that intro- 
duction of our polite literature to France, which 
Horace attributes to Greece among the Romans, 
(v. 156. orig.) It was to Italy, among the mo- 
derns, that we owed our true taste in poetry. 
Spenser and AJtlion imitated the Italians, and not 
' Z 4 the 



^ Particularly in Ep. i. v. 65. 80. 92. 18], 215. 31*. 340. 
I 590. In Ep. ii. V. 90. 105. 158. 2U3. 230. £70. 
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the Picnch. And if lie had correctness in Uf 
view, let US remember, thai; m point of regvlo 
rity and correctness, the French * had do dra' 
matic piece equal to the SUeni fP'otaan of Bea 
Jonson, performed ] 609 ; at which time Car*- 
neilie was but three years old. The ruiea of the 
drama are as much violated in the t Cid, 1657, 
beautiful as it is, as in the Macbeth, Lear, a>d 
Othello, all written before Coraeille was bom; 

whose 



' V ** .The very first Frencli play in which ti»e rales wcie ob' 
^rred, was the Suphomsiia oi Mairet, 1633. 

t Father ToumeTninc uaed to relate, that M. de CAttfeMi 
vho bad been secretary to Muty de McdicU, and had retireii ' 
to Rouen, was the person wlio advised Corneille lo study the 
Spanish language ; and read to him some passages of Ggilloi* 
it Castro, which struck Corneille io much, that he detenniaed 
to imitate his Cid, The arlifices used by Riihlieu. and the 
engines he set to work lo crush this Ci 
"Not one of the Cardinal's tools was so 
d' Aubignac, who attacked Corneille o 



hi, p« 






play, are well knon-n, 
ehement a* the' Abh^ 
account of his family- 
fen ihe conduct ef his 
ippearcd, (says Fonte- 



aomesiic aflairs. When the Cid f\\ 

'!Qelk;f the Cardinal was as much alarmed as if he had sko 
.ihp Spaniards at the gales of Paris. In the year 1 635, RicH- 
licu, in the midst of the important political concerns that oc~ 
cupied his mighty genius, wrote the greatest part of a play, 
called. La Comedieela TuiUeries, in which Corneille proposed 
Mme alttnthXM' Itr be made in the third act; which hi 
freedom the Cardinal never forgai 
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wliQse first comedyi JHelitej which is now never 
octfeoj^- was* xepresented 1 GS5« ^^e pieces of the 
^raty fertile Nardy^{^{forhe wrote six hundred,) 
^dii. immediate predecessor of Cameiik^ are full 
4xf improbabilities, indecorums^ and absurdities, 
«tid : hj no means .oomparable to Melite. As to 
iiagi correctness oi t\\t ^teach stage, of which we 
^bcar so much^ the rules of the three unities aire 
indeed rigorously and scrupulously observed;* 
.hat' the best of their tragedies, even some of 
those of the sweet and exact Racine^ have de- 
ifectS' of another kind, and are what may be justly 
called, descriptive and declamatory dramas ; and 
contain the sentiments and feelings of the author 
W the spectator J rather than of the person' intro- 
(iuced as speaking. *' After the Restoration, 
(sajrsPoPE in the margin,) Waller, with the Earl 
of Dorset, Mr. Godolphin, and others, trans* 
lated the Pompey of Corneille; and the more 
tcdrrect French poets be^an to be in reputation." 
JBut the model was unfortunately and injudiciously 
chosen ; for the Pompey of Corneille is one of 

his 



* A$ they are certainly in Samson Ag0nisie$g 
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Stories which Horace has introduced into hff 
second epistle, with so much nature and humour; 
namely, the story of the slave-sdler, at verse 2 ; 
that of the soldier of LucuUus, at verse 26; and 
tlje story of the madman at Argos, verse iS«. 
The last, particularly, loses much of its grace 
and propriety, hy transferring the scene from 
the theatre to the parliament- house ; from poetry 
to politics. 






■ 64. Two noblemen of taste and learning, 
Puke of Shrewsbury and the Earl of Oxford, 
desired Pope to meltdown, and cast anew, the 
weighty bullion of Dr. Donne's Satires; who had 
degraded and deformed a vast fund of sterling 
wit, and strong sense, by the most harsh and 
uncouth diction. Pope succeeded in giving 
harmony to a writer, more rough and rugged 
than even any of his age, and who profited so 
httle by the example Spenser had set, of a most 
musical and mellifluous versiQcation; far beyond 
the versification of Fairfax^ who is so frequently 
mentioned as the greatest improver of thehar-* 
inbny of our language. Tlie Satires of Ho//, 
[Itten. in vei^ smooth and pleasing numbers, 
'^" '" preceded 
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pteceiled ibMe of Dcmne many ycitra}' for fcfrf 
^ii)Sf)NSJb^ia^ publish^, In &\x hodks^ itt 

the yctr/1597; m 'wfhidh he calls himself the terf 
fiiBt JiiKgUah satirist' This, however, was faolf 
ttm; iafact; for Sir Thomas Wyatt, of AHing^ 
trai Gastle, in "Kent, the friend and favourite 6f 
Smry VIII. and, as wa^ suggested, of Ann 
Bokyn^ was owt first ^urriter of sa'tife worth uo- 
tice. But it was not in his numbers only- 4liat- 
Donne was reprehensible. He abounds in false 
thoughts; -in fBr«^ought sentiments; in forced, 
uoffiatural conceits* He was the corrupter^f 
G^ley. 'i>7^<ii was the first who called hhki tt 
Hutaphysicai poet. He had a considerable sharift 
of * karning ; and thou^ he entered kte icUr^f ' 
br^i i ■ ' :- ' • wdeHf 



.>; « \ » m 



.*'*^|Ia;Waso|(^eof our poets who wrote elegantly incLitiKr 
as did Ben Jonson, (who translated into that lang;uag^ ^^fft 
part of Bacon de Augmentis Scienti) Cowley, Milton, Addison, 
wikdQray. In Doane^B introduction to hU witty elitdndgv^^^^f- 
cjjripus bpoks^ written^plainly in imitation of ^o^cui^^^yif ^^ . 
also Swift imitated, in a catalogue of odd treatises^ prefixed to 
tteTak'of a Tab,} there isa passage so minately'ii^j^fieaiif^^ 
to t|^a pr^nt timesj that I am tempted to. tranacribio i|f v)®im[^i 
sortitl sumus, quo plane indoctis nihil turpius, plene doctis 
nihil htrius. Tarn o'mnes in literis '^liquid sciunt, tarn niemb 
onniia. Modi^ igitaripiermnqoQitorTfft; &»} evaitandattaii|^ 
noraiitie turpitudinem, 8c legendi fastidium. 
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orders, yet was esteemed a good divine. Jamai 
was 30 earnest to prefer him in the church, that 
he even refused the Earl of Somerset, his ta« 
vourite, the request he earnestly made, of giviiig 
Donne an office in the council. In the enter- 
taining account of that conversation which Ben 
Jonson is said to have held with Mr, Druramond 
of Hawthornden, in Scotland, in the year I6l9, 
containing his judgments of the English poets, 
he speaks thus of Oonne, who was his intimate 
friend, and had frequently addrest him in various 
poems. " Donne was originally a poet: his 
grandfather, on the mother's side, was Hey wood, 
the epigrammatist; that Donne, for not being 
understood, would perish. He esteemed him 
the first poet in the world for some things : his 
verses of the lost Ochadine he had hy heart, and 
that passage of the calm, that dust and feathers 
did not stir, ail was so quiet. He affirmed, that 
Donne wrote all his best pieces before he was 
twenty-five years of age. The conceit of Donne's 
transformation, or metempsychosis, was, that 
he sought the soul of that apple which Ev6 
pulled, and hereafter made it the soul of a bitch, 
then of a she-^volf, and so of a woman : his ge* 
I neral 



ta 
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Btrtl purpose w^ to have brought it into all the 
limdies of the heretica, from the soul of Cain, 
and at last left it in the body of Calvin. Ho 
OfHy wrote one sheet of this, and since he was 
made doctor repented earnestly, and resolved to 
destroy all his poems* He told Donne, that his 
iinniversary was prophane, and full of blasphe* 
mies ; tibajt if it had been written on the Virgiii 
Mt^ryr it had been tolerable : to which Donne 
raswered, that he described the idea of a wo* 
man, and not as she was. '** 

.65. The two Dialogues, entitled One Thousand 
Seven Hundred and Thirty-Eight, which are this 
last pieces that belong to this section, were more 
frequently transcribed, and received more altera*^ 
tions and corrections, than almost any of the 
foregoing poems. By long habit of writing, and 
almost constantly in one sort of measure, he had 

now 



' •And B. Jonson again in his Discoveries:'^*' As it is fit 

to read the best authors to'yoath first, so let them be of the-^ 

<fpenest and the clearest. As Idvy before Sallust, and Sydfi^, 

before Donne/* ' Bat Milton, in one of his Latin letters, pre* 

fcrs Sallust to all the Roman historians. '' 
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now arrived at a liappy and elegant familiarity flf 
style, without flatness. The satire in these pieces 
is of the strongest kind; sometimes direct and 
declamatory ; at others, ironical, and oblique. 
It must be owned to be carried to excess. Oui 
country is represented as totally ruined, and over- 
whelmed with dissipation, depravity, and corrup- 
tion. Yet lliis very country, so emasculated and 
debased by every species of folly and wickedness, 
in about twenty years afterwards, carried its 
triumphs over all its enemies, through all the 
4]uarters * of the world, and astonished the most 
distant nations with a display of uncommon ef- 
forts, abilities, and virtues. So vain and ground- 
less are the prognostications of poets, as well as 
politicians. It is to be lamented, that no genius 
could be found to write an One Thousand Seven 
Hundred and Su-/^ One, as a counterpart to these 
two satires. Several passages deserve particular 
notice and applause. The design of the Friend, 
introduced in these dialogues, is to dissuade our 

poet 



• We cannot ascribe these 
iotv, to the effects of Blown 
J'Hist Gencrale, p. 409. 



successes, as M. de Voltaire 
> Estimate. See Additioni a 
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)6bt from ))mo«dff invectives. He desires him to 
3cf|iy^ the ■ sly, insinuating style of Horace ; and 
iexterously ' turns the very advice he is giving 
intd^ the bitterest satire* 

Horace Wbuld saiy. Sir Billy sertf^d the Crofwn ,» 
JBlu^t could do business; H — ggins kryno the town : 
In Sappho touch the failings of the sex ; 
In rev'rend bishops note some small neglects ; 
And own the Spaniard did a waggish thing> 

Who cropt our ears, and sent them to the king.* 

• ■ . 

The character of Sir Robert Walpole was die- 
tated by candour and gratitude ; distinguishing 
the minister from the man. 

Seen him I have ; but in his happier hour 
Of social pleasure, ill-exchang'd for pow'r ; 
Seen him, unqumber^d with the venal tribe^ 
Smile without art*^ and win without a bribe.f 

This character, together with that drawn of 

,the same minister by Hume, in his fourth Essay, 

will, perhaps, contribute to give a dispassionate 

posterity a more amiable idea of him than we 

usually allow him, and counterwork the spir^te^ 

VOL. II. A a an4yj 



. 4 



* Ver. 13* + Ver. 29. 
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^nd eloquent Dissertation on Parties. NotUog 
can be more animated and lively, than where 
our author, seeming to follow th?^ cautious ad« 
monitions of his friend, replies. 



1 I 



Comej harmless characters^ that no oq^ hit ; . . 

Come, Henley's oratory, Osborne's wit. 

The honey dropping from Favonio's tongue. 

The flow'rs of Bubo, and the flow of Young ! 

The gracious dew of pulpit eloquence. 

And all the well-whipt cream of courtly sense !^ 



To which must be added a stroke that cuts to 
the quick ; especially the last line, which alludes 
to a very remarkable and particular anecdote of 
the Queen's behaviour to her son. 

Or teach the melancholy muse to moum« 
Hang the sad verse on Carolina's urn ; 
And hail her passage to the reakns of rest. 
All parts performed, and all her children blest.f 

I recollect no passage in Horace, Juvenal, or 
Boileau, more strongly pointed, or more well- 
turned, than where our poet insists that the dig- 
nity of "cice must not be lost. 

Ye 

V 

* Ver. 65. f Ver. 79. 
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r 'Ye gods ! shall * Gibber's son, without rebuke, 
. Syfid^T l\ke a lord^ or Rich out-whore a duke ? 

A favorite's porter with his master vie, 
' Be bribed as often, and is often lie ? 
. Shall Ward draw contracts with a statesman's skill ? 

Or Japhet pocket, like his Grace, a will ? 

Is it for Bond, or Peter, (paltry things !) 

To pay their debts, or keep their faith like kings ? 

This, this, my friend, I cannot, must not bear ; 

Vice thus abus'd, demands a nation's care.f 



llie noble description of the triumph of Vice, 
ne of the most picturesque in all his works, must 
Ot be here omitted. 






Lo 1 at the wheels of her triumphal car> 

Old England's Genius, rough with many a scar, . 

Dragg'd in the dust ; his arms hang idly round ; 

His flag inverted, trails along the ground ! 

Our youth, all liv'ry'd o'er with foreign gold. 

Before her dance ; behind her, crawl the old ! 

See thronging millions to the pagod run. 

And offer country, parent, wife, or son ! 

Hear her black trumpet through the land proclaim. 

That Not To Be Corrupted is the shame.J 

A a 2 Swift 



* The names of Cibber, Chartres, Ward, Walters, Japhet, and 
E)Qe others, are so very often repeated, that they disgust the 
aifier. 

t Ver. 115. t Ver. 151. 
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Swift tells him, in a letter dated August 
8, 1738, that he takes his second dialogue to 
equal any thing he had ever writ The same 
Friend is here again introduced making such x^ 
monstrances as before. And several parts of the 
dialogue are more rapid, and approach nearer to 
conversation, than any lines he had ever before 
written : 



P. The poison iij^ dame. — ^F. You meao — P. I don't— 

F. You do. 
P. See DOW I keep the secret, and not you. 
The bribing statesman. — F. Hold — too bigh you go. 
P. The bribM elector. — F. There you stoop too low. 
P. I fain would please, if I but knew with what; 
Tell me what knave is lawful game, or not. 
Suppose I censure— you know what I mean ; 
To save a * bishop, may I name a dean ? 

F. A dean, 



* Some of the reverend bench, and particularly one of a 
truly exalted character, are injuriously treated in line 70. 

Ev'n in a bishop I can spy desert ; 
Seeker is decent ■ 

The exemplary life^ and extensive learning, of this great pre- 
late, are sufficient and ample confutations of the invidious (f^* 
thet here used ; which those, who are acquainted with his Lec- 
tures and Sermons, in which is found a rare mixture of siispli' 
city and energy, read with indignation. 
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< F. A dean> Sir ?— No-^his fortune is not made: 
You hurt a man that^s rising in the trade. * 

Wearied with the severity and poignancy of 
snost of the pteceding passages, we look with 
delight on the pleasing enumeration of his illus- 
trious and valuable friends : 



Oft, in the clear, still mirror of retreat, 
I study 'd Shrewsbury, the wise and great : 
Carleton's calm sense, and Stanhope's noble flame ; 
Compared, and knew their gen'rous end the same. 
How pleasing Atterbury's softer hour ! 
How shin'd the soul, unconquer'd in the Tow'r ! 
How can I f Pult'ney, CJiesterfield, forget, 
"While Roman spirit charms, and Attic wit ; 

A a 3 Argyle, 



* Ver. 22. 

f That Pulten^ had a more manly understanding than Ches" 
Urfield^ will not be doubted : but I verily believe he had also 
more true wit. The two lines on Argyle are said to have been 
added, on the duke's declaring in the House of Lords, on occa-* 
sion of some of Pope's satires, that if any man dared to use his 
name in an invective, he would run him through the body, 
and throw himself on the mercy of his peers, who, he trusted, 
would weigh the provocation. Bolingbroke's Letter to Wyndham 
IS one of the most curious of his works, and gave a deadly 
and incurable blow to the folly and madness of Jacobitism* 
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-^Tgyle, the state's whole thunder boni tQ wield. 
And shake alike the senate and the field ; 
Or Wyndham, just to freedom and the throne. 
The master of our passions, and his own ?^ 

Among these, Atterbury was his chief in^ 
mate. The turbulent and imperious temper of 
this haughty prelate, was long felt and remem- 
bered in the college over which he presided^, It 
was with difficulty Queen Anne was persiaadfid to 
make him a bishop ; which she did at l^t, on 
the repeated importunities of Lord Harcourt, 
who pressed the Queen to do it, because^ triflyt 
she had before disappointed him, in not placing 
Sacheverell on the bench. After her decease, 
Atterbury vehemently urged his friends to pro- 
claim the Pretender ; and, on their refusal^ up- 
braided them for their timidity with m^ny oaths; 
for he was accustomed to swear on any strong 
provocation. In a collection of Letters lately 
published by Mr. Buncombe, it is affirmed, on 
the authority of Elijah Fenton, that Atterbury, 
speaking of Pope, said, there wa? 



Mens 



• Ver, 78. 
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This sentiment seems utterly inconsistent with 
the warm friendship supposed to subsist between 
these two celebrated men. But Dr. Herring, in 
the 2d vol. of this collection, p. ]04, says, '* If 
Atterbury was not worse used than any honest 
man in the world ever was, there were strong 
contradictions between his public and private 
character." There is an anecdote, so uncommon 
and remarkable, lately mentioned in Dr. Maty's 
Memoirs of the Earl of Chesterfield, and which 
he gives in the very words of that celebrated no- 
bleman, that I cannot forbear repeating it in this 
place : — " I went (said Lord Chesterfield) to Mr. 

"Pope one morning at Twickenham, and found a . 
large folio bible, with gilt clasps, lying before 

' him upon his table ; and, as I knew his way of 
thinking upon that book, I asked him, jocosely, 
if he was going to write an answer to it ? It is a 

' present, (said he,) or rather a legacy, from ihy 

old friend, the Bishop of Rocliester. I went to 

take my leave of him yesterday in the Tower, 

where I saw this bible upon liis table. After the 

A a 4 first 
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first conipliments, the Bishc^ said ta me^ My 
friend Pope^ considering yout ilifirmities, i ; and 
my age and exile, it is not likely tliat we should 
ever meet again ; and therefore I gkre yon tlm 
legacy to remember me by it — ^Does yowr lord- 
ship abide by it yourself r— I do.-^If you do, 
my lord, it is but lately. May. I beg to «know 
'what new light or arguments have prevailed with 
you now, to entertain an opinion so contrary to 
that which you entertained of that book all the 
former part of your life? — ^The Bishop ;reph'ed, 
We have not time to talk of these things ; but 
take home the book: I will abide by it 7 and I 
recommend you to do so too; and so God bless 
you !" — Charity and justice call on us, not hastily 
to credit so marvellous a tale, without the ^rong-* 
est testimony for its truth. In one of those en-* 
tertaining letters which the Bishop wrote about 
the year 1727, to a Mr. Thiriot,* a French gen- 
tleman, 



*■ ' ^ la one of these letters he speaks thus of Sir Isaac Neiotan: 
ff^The very Jively and piercing eye that M^ Fontenelle, in his 
famous eulogiun)^ gives him, did not belong to him^ at kast 
ijot for twenty years past, about which time I first became ac- 
quainted with him. Indeed, in the whole air of his face and 
make, there was nothing of that penetrating sagacity which 

appears 
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tieman; we find a striking remark on the Bishop 
of Meaux.* ** There is a- ferocious Mrarmth in 
all he says, and his manner of saying it is noble 
nnd moving ; and yet I question, after all, vrhe^ 
ther he sometimes is in good earnest" Atttrbury 
M^as, on the whole, rather a man of ability than 
tf genius. He writes more with elegance and 
correctness, than with any force of thinking or 
reasoning. His letters to Pope are too much 
crowded with Very tribft quotations from the clas- 
sics. It is said, he either translated, or intended 
'W' translate, the Georgics of Virgil, and to 
Write the life of Cardinal Wolsey, whom he much 
resembled, Dr. Warburton had a mean opinion 
t)f his critical abilities, and of his discourse en 
the lapis of Tlrgil. He was thought to be the 

author 



jappears in his works. He had something rather langpi4 in his 
|po)i ai)[d manner, which did not raise any great expectation in 
(those who did not know him. 

* Before he composed a funeral oration, he treed io^hut 
himself 'Tftp for four or five days, and read Homer. Being asked 
rti« reason of this practice, he replied, ' 



-Magnum mihi mentem, animumque 



Delias inspirat vales- 
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tody they were, communicated them to Atter^ 
hurjfj from whom Pope might hear of them. Tis 
impossible any two writers could casually hit 
upon an image so very pecuUar and uncommon. 

I conclude this Section by observing, that 
these Dialogues exhibit many marks of our au- 
thor's petulance, party-spirit, and self-impor- 
tance, and of assuming to himself the chamctef 
of a general censor ; who, alas ! if he h^ pos* 
sessed a thousand times more genius and ability 
than he actually enjoyed, could not alter or 
amend the manners of a rich and commercial, 
and, consequently, of a luxurious and dissipated 
nation. We make ourselves unhappy, by hoping 
to possess incompatible things : we want to have 
wealth without corruption, and liberty without 
virtue. 



SECTION 
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SECTION XIII. 



OF THE DUNG IAD. 

W HEN the first complete and correct edition 
of the Dunciad was published in quarto, 1729, 
it consisted of three books ; and had for its hero 
Jlbbaldy a cold, plodding, and tasteless writer \ a 
and critic, who, with great propriety, was chosen, 
on the death of SettlCy by the Goddess of Dul- 
ness, to be the chief instrument of that great 
work which was the subject of the poem ; name- 
ly, ^* the introduction (as our author expresses 
it) of tlie lowest diversions of the rabble of Smiths' 
Jieldy to be the entertainment of the court and 
town ; the action of the Dunciad being, the re- 
moval of the imperial seat of Dulness from the 
City to the polite world ; as that of the -Eneid is 
the removal of the empire of Troy to Latium.*^ 
This was the primary subject of the piece. Our 
author adds, '* as Horner^ singing only th^ wrath 

of 
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by the Goddess's transporting the new king to 
her temple, laying him in a deep slmnber on her 
lap, and conveying him in a vision to the banks 
of Lethe^ where he meets with the' ghost of Ws 
predecessor Settle ; who, in a speech thit beg^tl^' 
at line 35, to almost the end of the book, shew 
him the past triumphs of the empire df Dtrlfliesi,' 
tlien the present^ and lastly the future^- feniiitfe*^ 
rating particularly by what atd^, and by wlHit 
persons, Great Britain shall be forthwith brou^' 
to her empire ; and prophesying how first 'the 
nation shall be over*run with :forc^, opeitis^ 
shows ; and the throne of Dulness udvanc^d mtt 
both the theatres : then, how her sons shall pre- 
side in the seats of arts and sciences'; till, in 
conclusion, all shall return to their drigitial chaos. 
On hearing which, * ' 



f If 



Euough ! enough! the raptured Monarch cries ; 
And through the ivory gate the vision flies: 

With which words, the design above recited be- 
in|f perfected, the poem concludes. Thus far all 
was clear, "^consistent, and of a piece; and was 

delivered m such nervous and spirited versifica- 

* . _ .. " ■ - .\ . 

tiop, 



;, . .»•••»•■ 
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tioii, that the delighted reader had only to la- 
meat that so many poetical beauties were thrown 
away on such dirty and despicable subjects as 
were the scribblers here proscribed ; who appear 
like monsters preserved in the most costly spirits. 
But in the year 1742, our poet was^ persuaded, 
uuhappiiy enough, to add a fourth book to his 
^finished piece, of such a very different cast and 
colour, as to render it at last one of the most 
motley compositions, that, perhaps, is any where 
to. .be found in the works of so exact a writer as 
PolPE, For one great purpose of this fourth 
book (where, by the way, the hero does nothing 
at all) was to satirize and proscribe infidels, and . 
free-thinkers ;. to leave the ludicrous for the se- 
rious, Grub-street for theology, the mock-heroic 
for metaphysics ; which occasioned a marvellous 
mixture and jumble of images and sentiments, 
Pantomime and Philosophy, Journals and Moral 
evidence. Fleet-ditch and the High Priori road, 
Curl and Clarke. To ridicule our petulant liber- 
tines, and affected minute philosophers, w^3 
doubtless a most laudable intention ; but speak- 
ing of the Dunciad as a work of art, in a critical, 
not a religious light, I must venture to aflSrm, 
VOL. II. B b that 
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that the subject of this fourth book was foreign 
aud hfterogeneous; and the addition of it as iD< 
judicious, ill-placed, and incongruous, as any of 
those dissimilar images we meet with in i*i*/cior 
Ariosto. It is Uke introducing a crucifix into one 
of Tenien's burlesque conversation-pieces. Some 
of his most splendid and striking lines an:, in* 
deed, here to be found ; but I must beg leave to 
insist that they want ^ro/jWe/jf and decorum; and 
must wish they had adorned some separate woik 
against irreligion, which would have been wor- 
thy the pen of our bitter and immortal satirist. 

But neither waa this the only alteration the 
Dunciad was destined to undergo. For in the 
year 1743, our author, enraged with Cibber, 
(whom he had usually treated with contempt 
ever since the affair of Three Hours after Mar- 
riage,) for publishing a ridiculous pamphlet 
against him, dethroned Tibbald, and made the 
Laureate the hero of his poem. Cibber, with a 
great stock of levity, vanity, and affectation, had 
sense, and wit, and humour; and tlie author of 
the Careless Husband was by no means a proper 
king of the dunces. " His Treatise on the Stage 
1 (says 
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(says Mr. Walpole) is inimitable. Where an au- 
^ thor writes on his own profession, feels it pro- 
foundly, and is sensible his readers do not, he is 
not only excusable, but meritorious, for illumina- 
ting the subject by new metaphors, or bolder 
figures than ordinary. He is the coa^comb that 
sneers, not he that instructs by appropriated dic- 
tion.*' The consequence of this alteration was, 
that many lines, which exactly suited the heavy 
character of Tibbald, lost all their grace and pro- 
priety when applied * to Cibber. Such as, 

Sinking from thought to thought, a vast profound ! 

4 

Snch also is the description of his gothic library; 
for Gibber troubled not himself with Cajctony 
Wtfnkyny and De Lyra. Tibbald^ who was an an«« 

B b £ tiquarian. 



* 'Tis dangerous to disoblige a great poet or painter. Dante 
placed his master Brtmetto in his Inferno. Brunetto was a man 
of sense and learning, and wrote an abridgment of Aristotle'f 
£thics. It is remarkable that he used to say> the French lan-^ 
guage will> one day^ become the most universal and common of 
all the languages in Europe. And Michael Angela placed the 
Pope's master of the ceremonies, Biaggio, in hell, in his Last 
Judgment. 
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tiquarian, had collected these curious old writers. 
And to slumber in the Goddess s lap, was adapted 
to his stupidity f not to the vivacity of his suc- 
cessor. 

If we now descend from these remarks on 
the general design and constitution of the Dun- 
ciad, to particular passages, the following must 
be mentioned as highly finished, and worked 
up with peculiar elegance and force. In book L 
the Chaos of Absurd Writings, v. 55, to v. 78. 
In book ii. v. 35, the Phantom of a Poet, to 
V. 50. The Description of the Tapestry, v. 143, 
to V. 156. The Adventures of Smedley, and 
what he saw in the shades beloM% v. 331, to v. 
350. The Effects of hearing two dull Authors 
read, v. 387> to the end of that book. In book 
iii. the Ghost of Settle, v. 35, to v. 66. View 
of Learning, v. 83, to v. 102. The Description 
of Pantomimes, Farces, and their monstrous Ab- 
surdities, V. 235, to V. 264. In book iv. v. 1, 
to V. 16. The Modem Traveller, v. 2y5, to v. 
330. Tlie Florist, v. 403, to v. 420. The But- 
tei fly-hunter, v. 421, to v. 436. The Effects of 
the Yawn, from v. 627, to the end. The fre- 
quent 
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quent * parodies introduced on Homer, Virgil, 
Milton, and other great poets, than which no- 
thing has a stronger effect in heroi-comic poems, 
are made with singular pleasantry, happiness, 
and judgment. 

But just criticism calls on us also to point out 
some of those passages that appear exceptionable 
in the Dunciad. Such, in book i. v. 163, is the 
hero's first speech ; in which, contrary to all de- 
corum and probability, he addresses the Goddess 
Dulness, without disguising her, as a despicable 
being ; and even calls himself fool and block- 
head: 

B b 3 Me 



* Many of the ancients were fond of parodies. It is well 
known how many Aristophanes has given us on Euripides, and 
other tragedians. Athenccus, in the 9th book of his Deipnos. 
p. 406, informs us, that Chamaeleou of Pontus said, that ifege- 
mon was the first author very famous for parodies. He was 
called, ftfxu, (Leruif:tda.) .He w^s also an excellent actor ; 
and the Athenians were so fond of him, that one day, when 
news was brought of their defeat in Sicily, they would not 
quit the theatre, but insisted that Hegenion should finish the 
piece. He was a great favourite of Alcibiades; of whom, and 
Hegemon, Athcnaus relates a story worth the reader's perusal, 
p. 4-07. edit. Casauhon, Lugduni, 1612. There are some ex- 
cellent parodies in the Rehearsal, in Bramston's Art of Politic^^ 
in the Scrihleriad, and the works of Fielding- • 
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Me emptiness and dulness could inspire^ 

And were my elasticity and fire. 

Did on the stage my fops appear confined ? 
My life gave ampler lessons to mankind*- 
What then remains ? Ourself stilly still remain ) 
Cibberian forehead^ and Cibberian brain* 

For a person to be introduced^ speaking thus of 
himself, is in truth outrageously unnatural, ap4 
gut of character. 

At V. 300, In this book, also, is a stroke of 
profaneness that cannot pass unblamed : 

Lift up your gates^ ye princes^ see him come ! 
Sound sound> ye viols ; be the catcall dumb ! 

So also, book iii. v. 1 26^ (and book iv. v. 562,) 

Dove-like> she gathers to her wings again. 

And in the arguments he talks of giving a Pw^aA- 
sight of the future fulness of her glory^ and of 
sending priests and comforters. In book ii. the 
filthiness of the images, v. 93, and v. 160, is 
extremely offensive and disgusting. In book iii. 
the ridicule on the useful and curious publica*- 

tioas 
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tlons of HearnCj was very undeserved. In book 
iv. the Genius of the schools is made to' declare, 
V. 148, that, 

Words arq man's province ; words we teach alone ; 
Confine the thought^ to exercise the breath, , 
And keep them in the pale of words till death. 

Surely our author, when he passed this censure, 
was ill-informed of what was taught and expected 
in our great schools ; namely, besides reading, 
interpreting, and translating the best poets, ora- 
tors, and historians, of the best ages, to be able 
to compose essays, declamations, and verses, in 
Greek, m Latin, zn^m English; and in some of 
these schools, to write critical remarks on Homer, 
Sophocles, Demosthenes, Aristotle's Poetics, or 
Zonginus ; an exercise not of the memory, but 
judgment And a& to plying the memory, and 
loading the brain, (see verse 157,) it was the opi- 
nion of Milton, and is a practice in our great 
seminaries,* " that if passages from the heroic 

B b 4 poems, 



* What is said on this subject by Quintilian> b. i. and ii« is 
as much superior to Locke's Treatise on Education^ in strength 
•f reasoning, as it is in elegance of style. 
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poems, orations, and tragedies, of the ancients, 
were solemnly pronounced, with right accent 
and grace, as might be taught, (and is,) they 
would endue the scholars even with the spirit and 
vigour of Demosthenes or Cicero^ Euripides or 
Sophocles.'' The illustrious names of fVyndham, 
Talbot, Murray, and Pulteney, which our author 
himself immediately adds, and which catalogue 
might be much enlarged, with the names of 
many great statesmen, lawyers, and divines, are 
a strong confutation of this opprobrious opinion. 
In book iv. v. SiO, is just such another breach of 
truth and decorum as was remarked above, in 
making Aristarchus (Bentley) abuse himstlf^ and 
laugK at his awn labours : 



Thy mighty scholiast^ whose unw^aryM pains 
Made Horace dull^ and humbled Maro's strains, 
Turn what they will to verse, their toil is vain ; 
Critics like nvc, shall make it prose again. 
For attic phrase in Plato let them seek ; 
I poach in Suidas for unlicensed Greek. 
Por thee we dim the eyes, and stnfi'tbe head, 
"With all such reading as- was never read ; 
Tor thee explain a thing till all men doubt it. 
And write about it. Goddess ! and about it. 



I^astlj 



« ■ # # 



AND WRITINGS OF POM. 577 

;: Lastly, in this 4th book, the suddeti appear- 
ance of Annius, v. 347, of Mummius, 371, and 
of a gloomy clerk, v, 459, make this part of the 
poem obscure, as we know not who these per- 
sonages are, nor whence they came. After all, 
the chief fault of the Dunciad is the * violence 
and vehemence of its satire, and the excessive 
heighth to which it is carried ; and which, there- 
fore, I have heard compared to that marvellous 

cdlumn 



* Which sour the temper of the reader ; insomuch that I 
know a person^ whose name would be an ornament to these 
papers^ if I was suffered to insert it^ who^ after reading a book 
of the Dunciad^ always sooths himself^ a^ he calh it, by turn- 
ing to a canto in the Faery Queen. This is not the case in 
that very delightful and beautiful poem, Mac Flecnoc, from 
which Pope has borrowed so many hints, and images, and 
ideas. But Dry den's poem was the offspring of contempt, and 
]Pope's of indignation: one is full of mirth, and the other of 
tnalignity. A vein of pleasantry is uniformly preserved through 
the whole of Mac Flecnoe, and the piece begins and ends in 
the same key, . It is natural and obvious to borrow a, metaphor 
from music, when we are speaking of a poem whose versifica^ 
tion is particularly and . exquisitely sweet and harmonious. 
The numbers of the Dunciad, by being much laboured, and 
encumbered with epithets, have something in them of stiffness 
and harshness. Since the total decay of learning and genius 
was foretold in the Dunciad, how many very excellent pieces 
pf Criticism, Poetry, History, Philosophy, and Divinity, have 
appeared in this country ! and to what a degree of perfection 
(^as almost every art, either useful or elegant, been carried ! 
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thor has not succeeded, but falls back, as was 
natural, from the familiar, into his own more 
high and pompous manner ; as in the following 
lines, V. 125, Perditur hasc inter, &c. 

> 

Thus in a sea of folly tost^ 
My choicest hour3 of Ijfe are lost ; 
Yet always wishing to retreat. 
Oh, could I ?ee my country ne^t ! 

Apd again at line 1 89 ; in the fable of the 
Mice J 

Tell how the moon-beam trembling falls. 
And tips with silver all the walls; 
Palladian walls, Venetian doors, 
Grotesco roofs, and stucco floors. 

The difference of styles is more perceivable, from 
the circumstance of their being immediately sub- 
joined 

iniquum; in orationibus fere brevem, simplicem, nee nimis 
frequentem. Neque. absunt dogmata e quibus eniditus lector 
prudentiam tarn moralem quam civilem haurire poterit."—— 
Swift, in his discourse on the Contests, &c. appears to be well 
acquainted with Thiicydides, Polyhius, and Dionys. Halicar. and 
to have had a considerable knowledge of ancient history. Of 
all our poets, perhaps, Akenside was the best Greek scholar 
since ^ilton, 

2 
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joined to the lighter and less ornamental verses of 
Swift. 

The first ode of the fourth book of Horace, is 
an elegant compliment to Mr. Murray^ now Lord 
Mansfield. And it may be worth observing, that 
the measure Pope has chosen, is precisely the 
same that Ben Jonson used in a translation of this 
very ode, in which are some lines smoother than 
our old bard's usual strains ; p. S68. . 

Then twice a day> in sacred lays. 
The youths and tender maids shall sing th^ praise ; 

And in the Salian manner meet 
Thrice round thy altar with their ivory feet. 

I cannot forbear adding, that there is much "har- 
mony, and ease of versification, in Ben Jonson's 
ten lyric pieces addressed to Chans, in page 165 
of his works. 

The second stanza of the imitation of part 
of the ninth ode of Horace, book iv. is well ex- 
pressed I 



Tho' 
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Tho' daring Milton sits sublime^ 
In Spenser native Muses play ; 

Nor yet shall Waller yield to time ; 
Nor pensive Cowley's moral lay. 



Pope seems to speak of Spenser with particu- 
lar complacency. How much this author was his 
favourite, will appear from what he said to Mr. 
Spence; from whose anecdotes this passage is 
transcribed : " There is something in Spenser 
that pleases one as strongly in one's old-age, as 
it did in one's youth : I read the Faery Queen 
when I was about twelve with a vast deal of de- 
light ; and I think it gave me as much when I 
read it over about a year or two ago. 
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Out of the fourth and following stanza, misled 
by his love of antithesis, he has formed a trifling 
epigram : 



Yixere fortes ante Agamemnona 
Multi ; sed omnes illacrymabiles 
Urgentur ignotique long& 
Nocte^ carent quia vate sacro: 



Vain 
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Vain was the Chiefs, the Sage's pride I 
They had no Poet, and they died. 
In vain they schemed, in vain -they bled ! 
They had no Poet, and are dead ! 



But he has made ample amends, by the Epistle 
addressed to the Earl of Oxford, when he pre- 
sented to that nobleman the Poems of his old 
friend Parnell ;* in which epistle there is a weight 
of sentiment, and majesty of diction, which our 
author has no where surpassed. His f genius 
seems to have been invigorated, and exalted, by 
the high opinion he had justly conceived of the 
person to whom he was writing ; who must be 
confessed, now that party- prejudices J are worn 

away, 

* He was a writer that improved gradually. Very wide is 
the difference betwixt his poems on the Peace, and on Unnatu- 
ral Flights in Poetry; and betwixt his Hymn to Contentment 
his Fairy Tale, his'Rise of Woman, his Night-piece on Deaths 
and his Hermit. All five of them delicious morsels. 

f I am well informed that Lord Bolingbroke was greatly 
mortified at Pope's bestowing such praises on his old antago- 
nist^ whom he mortally hated. Yet I have seen two original 
letters of Lord Bolingbroke to Lord Oxford,, full of the most 
fulsome flattery, and profane applications of scripture. 

X At the time when the Secret Committee was held to exa- 
mine the conduct of Sir Robert Walpole, who was the person 

that 
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aw.iy, lo biivc had great genius, learning, and 
hoiichty. Sirenglh of mind appears to have beea 
his pir(h>ininant characteristic; of which he gave 
Ihr inoNt striking proofs, when he was stabbed^ 
ilispltual^ imjwisoncd. These circumstances are 
alhidcil to in those noble and nervous verses : 

Aiul sure, it* aught bolow the seats divine, * 
l\iu toiu'U immortals. *iis a .4i>ul like thine ! 
A NiMil NMjMvnu* in o.K*h har.i instance tryM, 
A!v\o all )Min. all fvissiv^n. ami all pride; 
1*4^ raj:>' ot'pi^w*i\ the blast ut'pubiic breath, 
1 . 1 o ai >i o t' loo ; < . u uo 1 h d re ad ot death . 

Atwl Ot' \\>/,v'h lortitiulo ansl iirn'inesss another 
stuki.^;;- pAvf >::',! :v^v.,i:i:>, ?:; a ".etrer which the 
Va;^ x*;o;o f;vr^, :Vv^ i>uc*r to ^ iriend who ad- 
\.>x\; h :v. ;o :Vi\;.rji:i^ ir. e^v'-^iv, atd which is 
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,the present Duchess Dowager of Portland, who 
inherits that love of literature and science, so 
jKcuhar to her ancestors and family. 



Jervas owed much more of his reputation to 
i|hc epistle Pope sent to him, with Dryden's 
itranalatioii o? Fresnoy* than to his skill as a 
^inter. He was defective (says Mr. Walpole) 
in drawing, colouring, and composition; and 
iBven in that most necessary, and perhaps most 
l|iUisy, talent of a portrait-painter, likeness. Tn 
jgeneral, his pictures are a light flimsy kind of 
fan-painting, as large as the life. His vanity 
5^as excessive. The reason why Lady Bridge- 
prater's name is so frequently repeated in this 
|lj>isile, is, because he affected to be violently in 



\ 
i 
i 

I * This didactic poem . 
lag, unpoetical perfurm! 
'mard, the rival of Le Brait. 
U'e three dialogues on pai 
l^qiiisile tai^tc, and which 
iue Ktlle known, and nnt i 
•re worthy to be read et 
"f the twelfth book c 



love 



if Fresnoy, is but a cold, uninteresC* 

nee. He was the intimate of Mig- 

:. At the end of the life of Mignard, 

.nting, written by Fenelon, in a most 

e here raenlioned, because tbey 

frted in the works of Fenelon, and 

ader the admirable tenth chaptev 

SuiTililian. 



lovp wi^Jj ber. Yel; his vaiyty f ipr^s grml^r tfew 
his passioQ. One day, as she was sittiqg to him, 
he ran over the beauties of her £^:e with rapture) 
** fiut (said he) I cannot help telling your Ladyship 
tliat you have not a handsome ear." '* No ! {wd 
La4y Bjidge water. ) Pray, Mr. Jei^ras^ what is 4 
handsome ear ?" He turned asiije his cap^ and 
shewed her his own. Anecdotes of Paintiii^ 
voL iv. p« 18. 

As our author was addressing his master in 
this his favourite and delightful art, there is a 
warmth and glow of expression throughout thb 
epistle. 

Together o'er the Alps metbiaks we fly, 
Fir'd with ideas of fair ftaly : 

. With 



^ He translated Don Quixote^ without understapdin^ Spa(« 
t)lshf as his friend l^ope used to say. Warl^urtpn added, a sup- 
plement to the preface of this translation^ concerning the ori- 
gin and nature of romances of chivalry ; which sypplemept 
Pope extols^ in his Letters, vol. ix. p. S52, in the highest 
terms ; but the opinions in it are thoroughly con{u.te4 by Mr* 
Tyrivbitt, in vol. xi« of Supplm^f$al Ol^seryatipjpi^ 99 ShaJ^e- 
speare, p. 37S* 1 
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With the^/on kapktid^* ifaonutneni I moutn^ 
pr wait inspiriag dreams at Mara'B nrn ; 
With thee repose where Tally once was laid. 
Or seek some niin*s formidable shade ! 



., • » • 



Though the last line, by the way, is inferior to 
the rest, becAiisc it passes from particular hnages 
to something general. Vet, however elegant and 
finished -thiis eplstte must be allowed to b6, it 
does not excel that of Dryden^ addressed to !5ir 
Godfrey Kneller ;f and the following lines, both 

C c 2 in 



* In a cilHous and unpublished letter of Raffaele to his un- 
cle> he tells him^ that his personal estate in Rome amounted to 
3000 ducats of gold; that is^ 8621. lOs. sterling; that he ha« 
50 crowns of gold per ann. as architect of St. Peter's ; that is, 
141. 7s. 6d. and a yearly pension for life of SCO ducats of gold; 
that is^ 861. 5Sb that he is in hramantt^s place*; that the ehurch 
4)f St. Peter's would cost more than a million of gold^ 287>500L 
that the Pope had appropriated for it 60^000 ducats a year ; 
that \9, 17>250l. i will add to these anecdotes, taken from 
Richardson, that Rqffaele with great modesty consulted his 
friend Ariosto, who was an excellent scholar, 4)n thq characters, 
lives, and countries, of the persons whom he was to introduce 
in the picture of Theology. All that Raffaele is ever:.knQwa 
to have written, is four letters, and a sonnet addre^^sed to 
Ariosto, Michael Arigelo also wrote verses, and addresi^ed a 
sonnet to Vasarim 

t. To make an experiment what gross flattery Sir Godfrey 
was capable of swallowing. Pope one day said to him, " God^ 
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in point of scrence and taste, may be cotrtpaftd 
to any of Pope's : 



7 ■ . . . » ' ' 

' • - ; ■. . . -f- 



.■/'■. 



. . ,.^.f- 

Thence ro^e the Roman^ and the Lmkibard lihci i * ''"* 

One colojir'cl best» and one did best design. . j^^.m 

Raphael's, like Homer's^ was the nobler part. 

But Tirian*8 painting Iook*d like VirgiPg art. 

Thy genius gives thee both ; where true designt> > .'- •^« i 

Postures unforc'd, and lively colours join. 

Likeness is ever there ; but still the best^ 

Like proper thoughts in lody language drest ; ' 

Where Ught> to shades descending, plays^ Botjstriiceff : ■(• 

Dies by degrees, and by degrees revives. 

Of various parts a perfect whole is wrought : 

Thy pictures thinks and we divine their thought* : 



I- r 



: t. 






• 



\ ■•■ 



One cannot forbear reflecting on the greastprot 
gress the art of painting * has made in this couii-: 
try since the time that Jervas was tliought wof'^; 
thy of this p^egyiic ; a progress, that, Av^e truster 
will daily increase, if due attention be paid to the 

incomparaMe 



we are told, made man in his own image ; if this figure of 
yours had existed, man would have been made hy it'* " Par D. 
je le crois aussi, Mons. Pope," replied Kneller. This artist lit- 
tle deserved to be consulted by Pope concerning the arrangie- 
mentof the subjects represented on the shield of Achilles. Set 
Iliad. B. 18. Pope's notes. ' * 

\ " ■ 

: * See Mr. Hayley's fine Epistle to Mr. Romney. 
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]n^p^lparable discourses that have been deli- 
vered at the Royal Academy ; which discourses 
contain more solid instruction on that subject 
than, I verily tlunk, can be fqund in any lan- 
guage. The precepts are philosophically founded 
on truth and natur^e^.and , illustrated with the 
most proper and pertinent examples. The cha- 
racters are drawn with sl precision and distinctness, 
that we look for in vaiju. in Felibien, De Piles, 
and even Vasafi or Pliny himself. ' Nothing, - for 
example, can be more just and elegant, as well 
as profound and scientific, than the comparison 
betwixt Michael Angela and Raffaele, page I69 
of these Discourses. Michael Angela is plainly 
the hero of Sir Joshua Reynolds, for the same 
reasons that Homer, by every great mind, is pre- 
ferred to Virgil 

« 
The Epistle to Miss Blount, accompanied with 

the works of Voiture,* is full of gaiety and gal- 

\ C c 3 lantry. 

\ . . ■ - , 

* * Some curious particulars in the life of Voittirfe are TOen»-' 
tinned iu tol. ii. p. 409^ of the entertaining Miiscellanie^ of 
Vigneul Marville. An elegant epitaph^ to which Pope al- 
ludes^ was made on him> copied from Martial^ and worth pe- 
rusal : 

Etrusc» 
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Untry. Our autlioi'''s attachment to this i 
ended but with his life. Her afft-ctation and iH- 
temper gave him, however, many hours of na- 
ea&ine&s and disquiet. When she visiter! him in 
his very last illness, and her company seemed to 
give him fresh spirits, tUe antiquatetl prode 
could not be prevailed on to stay and pass the 
night at Twickenham, because of her reputation 
She occa.sioned an unhappy breach betwixt lam 
and his old friend Allen. The works of Veiture, 
on which much of this epistle turns, after hav- 
JBg been idolized in France, are now justly smik 
into neglect and oblivion. The characteristical 
difference 



IbersE; 



Etruscte Veneres, 
Hcmm Uailicus, & Latina Sire 
Rims, Ddicia, &. Dieacitaies, 
Lusus, Ingenium, Joci, Lcpari, 
Et quicquid fuit elegantiarum. 
Quo Veclitriui hoc jacent sepuli 



I 



Corneille was invited to read his Foti/eycie al ihe hold de Rum- 
houitkt; where the principal ivils of the time usually assem- 
bled, and where Voimre presided. It was very culdly receiv- 
ed ; and in a few days, Voiture cajne to Corneille, and in g(ui< 
tic terms told him, it was the opiuion of his friends, that the 
piece would not succeed. Such ilL judges were then the mast 
fashionable wits of France, 
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dififefeoce betwixt Voiture and Balsac* is well ex- 
pressed by Boileau, in two letters written under 
their names, from the Elysian Fields, to the Due 
de Vivorine, in p. 155 of vol. lii. of his works. And 
Boileau, speaking often of absurd readers aod 
critics, loved to relate, that one of his relations, 
to whom he had presented bis works, said to him, 
*' Pray, Cousin, how came you to insert any 
other person's writings amotig your own ? I find 
in your works two letters, one from Balsac, atid 
the other from Voitore." In the other epistle td 
the saihe person, the calamitous state of an un- 
fortunate lady, banished from town to 

Old -fash ion'd halls, dull aunt'i, aud croakiiig rooks, 

and the coarse compliments of a rural squire, 

Who with his hound comes hollowing from the atabk-. 



are painted with humour. 

C c 4 



The 



* IJeKartes, who, as well as Leibidtt, wai an elegadt scholilr, 
wrote 3 judicious censure of Balsac. in admirable Latin. 
Bnlsac was, however, much superior to Yoitufe. But he waa 
affectedly turgid, pompoui', and bloated On all subjects and 
0)1 alt occasions alike. Yet was he the first that gave form and 



harmony to the French 
%y the Provincial Letters 



prose } which \ 



s still n 



mproved 
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The TflM Eclogue wa» writtea in concot i 
Lady ^Vortley &lontague, who published Soot 
more of this sort. Gay vrote a Quaker's Eclogue, 
and Swift a Footiiiui*s Eclogve ; and said to 
Pope, " I thinlc the pastoral lidicule is not ex- 
Itausted : vbat think yoa of a Nevgate pastoral, 
among the whores and thierts there?" When 
Lady M. W. Montague would sometimes shew' a 
€M)py of her verses to Pope, and he would make 
some little alterations, " No," said she, " Pope; 
no touching ; for then, wliatever is good for any 
thing vill pass for yours, and the rest for nune." 

Xext follows a close translation of a fable from 
Boileau ; which fable Boileau removed from the 
end of liis Epistle to the King, by the advice of 
the great Prince of Condi, as unsuited to the 
subject, and finished with it an Epistle to L'Abbe 
des Roches, tom. i. p. 285. It will be no unuse- 
ful, or, perhaps, unpleasing, amusement to com* 
pare these two pieces.* And I will not think of 
making any apology for so frequently quoting 
''''"■ a writer 



i • Is the Sfih, »ixth, seventh, ninlli ami twelftb verses. Pope 
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Boikatu - ■ , ^ ."•^ ''■^\^ '~^f^'^' 









O^ce (si^^^n aqljlbu^^vliibre ] iieol BOt say) : 
Two traV'lers. found an oyster in their way:* 
Both fierce^ both hungry : the dispute grew strongs 
Whilet^' 8C^ ill haad^ dame Justice past nUmg. 
]Before her each with claiiiour pleads the laws^ 
Explained the matter, and would win the cause. 
Bame Juslice^'weTghbig^ioiig <Jie doubtful rights 
Takqsj ppeB8>,9vr%lWws tt^.j^fbre their sight. 
The cause of grief remoT'd so rarely well ; 
There take'(^y^iJusti6e) take ye each a shell. 
Wf} ^iire at Westminster <on fools like you ! 
'T was ft fat tyster—Li?© in peace.— r Adieu. . 



• » \ I 



p« 
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* I can not forbear mentrbning a work, not so well known as 

-J 

it deserves to be, the Latin Tal^^s of J. Desbilloos, a Jestnc,. 
printed first at Paris, and afterwards at Manheim, .8vo» 1769^: 
in a most chaste and unaffected style. To speak in his own 
words 5 ' 

Me Fabularum suavis indoles capit, 
Capit ventisfa munditie latin itas 
Simplex, & arti prsenitens facilis color 
Laboriosae 

" The fables in your Esop, (said Pope to Vanbrugh,) have the 
very spirit of La Fontaine." " It may be so, (replied Vanbrugh;) 
but I protest to you I never have read La Fontaine's Fables.'* 
j\i/ru, who was consulted as a capital critic, by all the wits of 
France, dissuaded La Fontaine from attempting to write Fablesi 
fortunately he disregarded his advice. 



. I 
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hibition of his comedy, entitled. Sir Anthony 
Xove, 1691. By the custom, which had some- 
thing illiberal in it, and was first dropt by jiddt' 
son, of distributing tickets, Southerne gained 
•fool for one play. In the year 1722, he.,|c^j 
ceived of a booksellerj 1201. for copy-money; 
when, the year before, Dr. Young could get no 
more than fifty pounds for his Revenge. But to 
drive a bargain, was not the talent of this gene- 
rous and dismterested man. 

The fifteen Epitaphs, which conclude our au- 
thor's poetical works, do not seem to merit a 
particular discussion. The three best* are tliat 
on Mrs. Corbetty Fenton, and the Duke oi Buck- 
ingham. They are all, in general, over-run with 
point and antithesis, and are a kind of panegy- 
rical epigrams. They are, consequently, very 
different from the simple sepulchral inscriptions pf 

the 



* As that OQ Kiitllcr i$ the worst, in imitation *r tm 
wretched lines on Raphael, nhich had a much bett«r turn 
grreii lo them by Mr. W. Harriaun, of New CullegCj a farour- 
iMofSwift: , ., . ,r 

•Tirn 1 1 HereRaphat'l lies, by whose untimely epd, "." ^ ' 
ruif . Mature both lost a Rival and a Friend.' 
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the ancients, of which that o( Meleager on his 
wife, in the Greek Anthology, is a model and mas- 
ter-piece; and in which taste a living author^ 
thW must be nameless, has written the following 
hendecasyllables : 



O ^Icis. pi^ei^> O v^nuste Marcc, 
O muUi p^^ et meri l€f»ori9^ 
Festivi puer iogeni, valeto ! 
Srgo Ciim;Tfridei$ vigeiis per annbs, 
JEvi ver ageres novum' tenelH» 
Vidisti Stygias peremptus undas ? 
Tuum> moestus avus> tuum propinqui, 
Os plenum tepida loqiiacitate> 
JEt risus Is^iles Uu>s requirunt. 
Te iusus^ puer, in suos.suetos 
i£qua1es TocHant tui frequenter. 
At surdus reciibat;, trabisque som|u» 
Cunctis denique, Marce, dornxiundoa. 



-i < 



■\ r 



tjl«T 






As it was the professed in ten tion of tlifee^^ jia- 
pefs to consider PbPE as a poet, the obscrVitfo'iis^ 
on his ^ Prose tVorks will not be long; * 






The rich vein of humour that runs through 
the Memoirs of iSmWerttJ, is heighteneid 1^^^ the 

-;/■ -. ^ .-....■ rFari«*3r^ 

.'. -••■.! ).) .it: 
* The style of which is certainly not so melodious and vo- 
luble as that of Sryden's enchanting prose.. . VoUair^j it must 
be owned, writes prose with remarkablt ^legaacaA, precision 
and force. 
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elegantly written, particularly number 61, ' 
cruelty to animals; and number 91, on a 
of little men. 



The Preface to his translation of the Ilia^i i» 
a declamatory piece of criticism, tn the way of 
Longinus: it is written with force and spint, 
but deals too much In generals. The most exccfh 
tionable passage in it, is where he compares the 
different great Epic poets to different sorts of 
^re. The Postscript to the Odyssey is better 
written, and more lustrnctive. So also is the 
Preface to his Shakespeare; though it appears, 
by what later authors and editors have done, that 
he was not sufficiently acquainted with the his- 
tory of our poelry, nor with the works of Shake- 
speare's predecessors and contemporaries. The 
Letters to various friends, occupy three volumes 
in that * collection of his works, which we pro- 
fessedi< 



* His translation of Homer in therefore not here incla 
the discussion of whose beauties and faults (for faults it hu) 
well deserve a separate volume; a work which, if well «ce- 
ctited, would be of the greatest utility in foiming a jast U 
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fcssedly made use of in drawing up these remarks. 
They appear to have been written with a design 
to have them one day published. They contain, 
it must be allowed, many interesting particulars ; 
but they are tinctured and blemished with a great 
share of vanity, and self-importance, and with 
too many commendations of his own integrity, 
independency) and virtue. Pope, Swift, and 
BoHogbroke, appear, by the letters, to have 
formed a kind of haughty triumvirate, in order 
to issue forth proscriptions against all who would 
not adopt their sentiments and opinions. And 
by their mvii account of themselves, they would 
have the reader l>elieve, that they had engrossed 
and monopolized all the genius, and all the ho- 
nesty, of the age, in which, according to their 
opinion, they had the misfortune to live. 

Thus have I endeavoured to give a critical ac- 
count, with freedom, but it is hoped with impar- 
tiality, of each of Pope's works ; by which re- 
i, view it will appear, that the largest portion of 
' VOL. II. D d them 



by stiewiag readers, especially of the younger sort, how very 
inferior aod nnlike it it lo the original, and how much over- 
.feaded with improper, unnecessary, aadOvidiano 
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ihpva is of tl^e didactic, moral,, and satyrU'ii 
a^d x;onsequeptly, not of the most poetic sp4g)(s 
of poetry ; whence it is manifest, thaX good «tut 
and Ju(}gment were his characteristical excellen- 
cies, rather than fancy and invention : not that 
the author of the Rape of the Lock, and Eloistt, 
Clin .be thought to want imagination; but because 
bis imagination was not bis predominant ta^len^ 
because he Indulged it not, and because he gave 
not so many proofs of this talent as of the other. 
This turn of mind led liim to admire French mo 
dels ; he studied Boileau attentively ; formed hira- 
self upon him, as Milton formed himself upoii 
the Grecian and Italian sons o? Fancy. He stuct' 
to desciibing jnodern maimers; but those i«an- 
«cr*, because they are famiiiar, unifoiifi, artier 
cial, and polished, are, in tlieir very nature^ unfit 
for any lofty effort of the Muse. He gradually 
became one of the most correct, even, and exact 
po?ts that ever wrote ; polishing his pieces, with 
a care and assiduity, that no business or avoca- 
tion ever interrupted ; so that if he does not fre- 
quently ravish and transport his reader, yet be 
does not disgust him with unexpected inequali- 
ties, and a.bsurd improprieties. Whatever poeti* 
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«al enthusiasm he actually possessed, he withheld 
•and stifled. The perusal of him affects not our 
.=aiinds with such strong emotions as we feel from 
'Homer and Milton; so that no man of a true 
'poetical spirit, is master of himself xvhile he reads 
them. Hence, he is a writer fit for universal pe- 
rusal ; adapted to all ages and stations ; for the 
«ld and for the young ; the man of business and 
the scholar. He Mho would think the Faery 
Queen, Palamonam\j4rcite, the Tempest or Camus, 
childish and romantic, might relish Pope. Surely 
it is no narrow and niggardly encomium, to say 
he is the great Poet of Reason, the First of 
-Ethical authors in verse. And this species of 
writing is, after all, the surest road to an exten- 
live reputation. It hes more level to the general 
Capacities of men, than the higher flights of 
more genuine poetry. We all remember when 
even a Ckurckill was more in vogue than a Gray. 
He that treats of fashionable follies, and the 
topics of the day, that describes present persons 
and recent events, finds many readers, whose 
understandings and whose passions he gratifies. 
The name* of Chesterfield on one hand, and of 
Walpole on the other, failed not to make a poem 
D d 2 bou^Ut 
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^ The . preference here given to Po pe above 
qth^r modern English poets, it must be reniem- 
l^pred) is founded on the excellencies of his works 

nii general, and taken all together ; for there are 

"*■■-'■• » ■ 

pfirts and passages in other modern authors^ in 
Young and in Thomson, for instance, equal to 
any of Pope ; and he has written nothing in a 
stf^n ^0 truly sublime, as ihtBard of Gray. 
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bought Up and talked of. And it cannot be 
doubted, that the Odes of Horace which cele- 
brated, and the Satires which ridiculed, well- 
known and real characters at Rome, were mort 
eagerly read, aud more frequently cited, than the 
^neid and the Georgic of Virgil, 



JVhere then, according to the question pro- 
posed at the beginning of this Essay, shall we 
with justice be authorized to place our admired 
Pope? Not, assuredly, in the same rank with 
Spenser, Shakespeare, and Milton ; however 
justly we may applaud the Eloisa and Rapt of 
the Lock; but, considering the correctness, ele- 
gance, and utility of his works, the weight of 
sentiment, and the knowledge of man they con- 
tain, we may venture to assign him a "place, next 
to Milton, a.n^just above Dryden. Yet, to bring 
our minds steadily to make this decision, we 
must forget, for a moment, the divine Musk 
Ode of Dryden ; and may, perhaps, then be com- 
pelled to confess, that though Dryden be the 
greater genius, yet Fope is tlie better artist. 
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^ Jhe preference here given to Pope above 
other inodern English poets, it must be reniem- 
bj^i'e^d, is founded on the excellencies of his works 
iu general, and taken all together ; for there are 
p^rts and passages in other modern authors^ in 
Young and in Thomson^ for instance, equal to 
any of Pope ; and he has written nothing in a 
strain so trulj sublime, as the Bard of Gray^ 
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HE Alma of Priob, pag^ 126. This is not tb^ Only ciiiA- 
position of Prior, in which he has displayed a kpOWtedge ol 
the world, and of human natnre. For I have lately been per- 
initted to re^ a carious mannscript, now in the hands df bsr 
Grace the Duchess Dowager of Portland, containing Essiiys 
and Dialogues of the Dead, on the following subjects, by 
Prior. 

1. Heads for a Treatise on Learning. 2. Essay on Opinion. 
3. A Dialogue betwixt Charles the Fifth and Clenard the 
Grammarian. 4. Betwixt Locke and Montaigne. 5. The 
Vicar of Bray and Sir Thomas More. 6» Oliver Cromwell 
and his Porter. If these pieces were published. Prior would 
appear to be as good a prose -writer as poet. It seems to be 
growing a little fashionable, to decry his great merits as a 
poet. They who do this, seem not sufficiently to have attended 
to his admirable Ode to Mr. Charles Montague, afterwards 
Earl of Halifax ; his Ode to the Queen, 1706 ; his Epistle 
and Ode to Boileau ; most of his Tales ; the Alma here men- 
tioned ; the Henry and Emma, (in which surely are many 
strokes of true tenderness and pathos ;) and /his Solomon : A 
poem, which, however faulty in its plan, has very many noble 
and finished passages ; and which has been so elegantly and 
classically translated by Dobson, as to reflect honour on the 
College of Winchester, where he was educated, and where 
he translated the first book as a school-exercise. I once heard 
him lament, that he had not, at that time, read Lucretius, 
which would have given a richi^ess, and variety, and force, to 
his verses ; the only fault of which seems to be a monotony, 

and 
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and want of different pauses^ occasioned by translating a poem, 
in rhyme, which be avoided in his Milton. It is one mark of 
a poem being intrinsically good> that it is capable of being 
Mrell translat^. . , ^ 

The political conduct of Prior was blamed on account of the 
part he took in the famous Partition Treaty : but in some va- 
luable MmoiTs of his life, written by the Hon. Mh Moo^gile, 
Jiis.fri^nd^ whici^^ar^ ,a]|^,jn the pos^ej^jon of ih^ Dii^qhess 
pow^ger of IpQrtland,. this conduct is clearly accounted for, 
and apiply defended. In tho$e Memoirs are many cuirious.and 
interesting particulars pf the .history of that timj^.f . .> 
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APPENDIX, N*- H. 

The following is a Summary of the Arguments of 
each Scene and Jct^ in L'Adamo of O.^ & 
Akpreini, mentioned above, p. 183. 

ATTO PRIMd. 

\8csiiA 1 . Iddio di creta forma Adamo, quale incohtaDeple 
forzarsi di lodarto ma divinamente addormentatosi, mehtre ia 
e9tasi scorge altissimi misteri della santissima Trinita^ $l Ik- 
carnatione del verbo eterno: della costa di lui ne viene formata, 
Eva: la quale egli, dopo suegliato, caramente abbraccia, & 
accetta per compagaa onde benedetti da Bio, e fecoodati, 
acc^d, riempissero il mondo d^huomini, riceuono ii Iprecetto 
d^ npu mangiare del albero^ che suela il bene> & il soale/e 
cominciano a contemplare la bellezza delle creature. 



. JScENA 2. Lucifero uscito dalP Abisso contempla 11 Para- 
d|$o terrestre> biasmando tutte Popre di Bio. 

ScENA 3. Lucifero essorta Sathan e Belzebu a forzarsi di 
far peccare Adamo, acci6 macchiato di peccato, sia in odio a 
Bio, e non s'incarni il Verbo Eterno. 

4 

ScENA 4. Lucifero manda Melecano, e Lurcone a tentar 
Eyji, jquelli di Superbia, & questi d'Invidia, accid si dolga di 
Bio^ perche non Pbabbi creata prima di Adamo. 

ScENA 



ScENA 5. Si maudano RuspicaQO> & Arfarat, a tentarU 
d*Ira, & di Avaritia. 

ScENA 6. Maltea va a tentarla d'Accidia ; Dulciato* di 
Lussuria J , fe-GufiW di Qfl'Si. ; • -i^ .i ; . ^ 
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Scxj^Aii ^uiadeci tngeli a gara lodono tUUe Popre di- 

ScENA 2. Adamo pone il nome a tutti gli animali« & ia« 
sieme con Eva loda con ipoltl encomii il sommo Dio« 

ScENA 3. Serpe^ s'apparecchia per tentar Eva, e dice per 
quai cagione habbi presp.quella fonna> &. npaaljtra* ,. 



. .1 



^CENA 4. Voldno nsirra a Sathan Pinfernal qonsiglio del 
mjibdo-di'assaltar E^. 



'»- » 



> Sc£na5. Vaiia Gloria e ScrpecongitiTitid'accordo'ehtifti'no 
nei Paradiso terrestre, e si hascondono su i^klbero dellasciebza 
del bene> e del male, per tentar Eva a gustare i frutti di 
quelle. 

Sctssxd. Eva- gloriandosi dei tanti favori, e gratie liceuiite 
da Dio, rimira il Serpe sopra Palberb, e bort iholte Tagiotii 3a^ 
quello persuasa, prende il porno, lo gusta, p , va cercando 
Adaxno, per farlo fare Pistesso, 



1 - .•..■:' 



ATTO TERZO. 

ScENA K Adamo dopo Phaver descritto leggiadramedite la/ 
fonte che irrigava il Paradiso terrestre ft da Eva peri^uiBfiib'ar 
gustare il porno, e lo mangi6 per non contristarla; onde am« 
bidue conobbero d*esser nudi, soggetti a morte & a mille altri 
mali & si nascosero. 



9UOII0 di roca tromba chiama tutti |;U:spir]|t lafenmfi.i. i i i>: 

ScxKA J. Sathan certificato d'ella caduta d'Adamo^ essofta 
gli altri spirit! a far festa. 
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ScENA 4. Serpe con Vana Gloria tornando trionfanti d'Ada- 
mo sono da Sathan^ e da gli altri ^irHi perci^^dpr^; ^ d|i 
Canoro yengono cantate le lodi loro. 



■.' V.;: I . .i : '*.i . '.J.-.i. i^ ■. 



ScENA 5. Gli Folletti per allegrezza della qaduta d'^danlo 
danzano insieme : ma sentendo trombe celest) q scprgep^o la 
dWina luce tutti fuggono all' abisso. 






ScENA 6. II Padre Eterno chiamando Adamo & Eva e da 
loro confessato Terrore, ad ambidue publica le peoenelle quali 
sono incorsij tnaledice il serjpente & si nasconde da loro. 



.--.;•::». 



S€£|iA 7. L'Angelo porta due vesti di pelle ad Adamq & 
£ya> e da quelli partendo a volo gli lascia ctolenti, a lagnarsi 
de gli errori loro« 

• • .'• .' ^ ' ■ ■ 

ScENA 8. L'Archangelo Michaele con spada di foco scaccia 

Adamo & Eva dal Paradiso^ & essortando gli altri Angioli> 

che solevano stare con loro> ad andar seco in Cielo^ ifa che 

resti un Cherubino con la spada di foco a gnardare la porta del 

Paradiso. 

' ScENA 9. 6li Angeli pria cbe partirsi^ lic^ntiatisi d'Adamou 
Pessortano a piangere il suo errore, promettendplj allegr<t2za> 
e canto. 

ATTO QUAI^TO. 

ScENA 1. Vol^no a suono di tromba chiamando tutti gli 
spirit! de gli element?^ che vengano ad incontrare Lucifero, 
egli no rengono tutti. 

ScENA 
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X It's AlMa of Prioh, pagfe 12ft; This is ibt thiiin]j'cM' 
position of Prior, iQ which h<: has displayed ia kpOWtedge 6i 
the world, and of human nature. For I haVe lately been per- 
imitted to re^ a carious matiuscript, noWih iKeiiaiardy Bf' tii^r 
Grace the Duchess Dowager of Portland, coiltainitt^^Esssiys 
and Dialogues of the Dead, on the following subjects, by 
Prior. 

1. Heads for a Treatise on Learning. 2. Essay on Opinion. 
3. A Dialogue betwixt Charles the Fifth and Clenard the 
Grammarian. 4. Betwixt Locke and Montaigne. 5. The 
Vicar of Bray and Sir Thomas More. 6» Oliver Cromwell 
and his Porter. If these pieces were published. Prior would 
appear to be as good a prose«writer as poet. It seems to be 
growing a little fashionable, to decry his great merits as a 
poet. They who do this, seem not sufficiently to have attended 
to his admirable Ode to Mr. Charles Montague, afterwards 
Earl of Halifax ; his Ode to the Queen, 1706 ; his Epistle 
and Ode to Boileau ; most of his Tales ; the Alma here men- 
tioned ; the Henry and Emma, (in which surely are many 
strokes of true tenderness and pathos ;) and /his Solomon : A 
poem, which, however faulty in its plan, has very many noble 
and finished passages ; and which has been so elegantly and 
classically translated by Dobson, as to reflect honour on the 
College of Winchester, where he was educated, and where 
he translated the first book as a school-exercise. I once heard 
him lament, that he had not, at that time, read Lucretius, 
which would have given a richi^ess, and variety, and force, to 
his verses ; the only fault of which seems to be a monotony, 

and 




Cromwell, Oliver, ii. 47 
Ctownc, John, ii. 341 
Cudworih, i. 117 
Curnberbnd, WiUiim, Duke of. 



Dandllly, M. i. 83 

' Davila, ihe KiMorlan, ii. 130 

Qeaih, theprevaletiKof ihciuling 
pasiion Ji, li. 135 

Dcmmlhenes, 1. 385 

Denhaiti, 1. 30, 34 

DeikilloTH, J, ii. 393 

Des Caitcs, i. 1 1 a i ii. 90 1 

Dialogues, 

Diony«a,. ...1 

D omen It 111 no, i, 

Donaius, i. 83 

Donne, Dr. 11. 

Dor«, Eailof, 

Drayton, i. 25, _ 

Drydeo, i. lo, 50, 5o, 

loi, 109, 111, .43, M9, 
192, 253, 255, 284, 340, 
36.. i i,. 7, 8. i>, 16, .32, 
8=0, M*- 377 

Durcr, Albe.^ .. .30 
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^i*»beih, Q, 
I JELnniiJi, ii. 311 

£pl»le^ reicarkion 
£iairout, i. 178 
^iceyra, Count d' 
£unpi(la,i. 6^,70. 1 19, 1^,363 
Xusiactw, tiriL f'Kiitli epic puei, 

i. 2J7 

Fairfax's Tas'^o, ii. 38 
fepelon, li. 176, 385 
Tctijon, Elijah, 1, 1 44, sgojii. 47 
^eroQor, Mrs. AnlwlU, - - ' 
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9UOD0 di roca tromba chiama tutti irU^^spuiti lafenuiH... if. •; 

ScxKA i, Sathan certificato d'ella caduta d'Adamo. essorta 
gli altri spirit! a far festa. 

ScENA 4. Serpe con Vana Gloria tornando trionfanti d'Ad^- 
mo sono da Sathan> e da gli altri ^irHi perci^^doralj^; ^ dii 
Canoro yengono cantate le lodi loro. . , 

ScENA 5. Gli Folletti per allegrezza della oaduta d'^damo 
danzano insieme : ma sentendo trombe celest; q scorgejpi^o ja 
divina luce tutti fuggono all' abisso. 
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ScENA 6. II Padre Eterno chiamando Adamo & £va § da 
loro confessato Terrore, ad ambidue publica le peoe^nelle ^uali 
sono incorsi^ tnaledice il serpente & si nasconde aa loro. 



. X 1. • i . .' ^ 



SeENA 7. L'Angelo porta dueWesti di pelle ad Adamo^ & 
Eva, e da quelli partendo a volo gli lascia ctolenti, a lagnarsi 
de gli errori loro* 

ScENA 8. UArchangelo Michaele con spada di foco scaccia 
Adamo & Eva dal Paradiso> 8c essortando gli altri Angiqli^ 
che solevano stare con loro, ad andar seco in Cielo^ fa che 
resti un Cherubino con la spada di foco a gnardare la porta del 
Paradiso. 

' ScENA 9. 6li Angeli pria che partirsi, lic^ntiatisi d'Adamot, 
Pessortano a piangere il suo errore, promettendpli allegrezza, 
e canto. 

ATTO QUAI^TO. 

ScENA 1. Vol^no a suono di tromba chiamando tutti gli 
5pinti de gli element?, che vengano ad incoatrare Lncifero, 
eglino rengono tutti. 

ScENA 



AND -^mtiNG^ Of FOW. 41 1 

I 

SctKA "2. Ladfeit) tbiatnati tutti gli ikpititi a condeglio, cli- 
manda a ciaticQtto il imo paeer^, si del)e Mti^ni d'Adatno, eimie 
delle Divine; ma non fapendo quelli bene interpretarle^ ejgXi 
loro le dichiara. 

ScCNA 3. Lucifero emulo di Dio, nella creatione del mondo, 
da una massa di terra confusa fa uscire quatro mostri a danno 
dell' b&ohio^ Mondo, Came, Morte, e Demon io, poi con tutti 
gli altri torna all' Inferno. 

ScENA 4. Adamo solingo narra come gli anlmali, e ttttt^ 
Paltre cose hanno cangiato forma, e costumi, per il suo pec- 
caio, & amaramente lo piange. 

ScENA 5. Le fere seguendosi, & amazzandosi tra loro, met- 
tono gran terrore ad Adamo &. Eva cbe percio si nascondono. 

ScENA 6, Appariscono ad Adamo qaattro mostri cio^, Itame, 
Sete,\Fatica, e Desperazione, e la Fame gli dice, che mai 
quest! da lui partirannol 

ScENA 7. La Morte minaccia di troncare la vita ad Eva, & 
Adamo, e subito il Ciel turbato con tuoni, saette, gi'andini, 
pi^o^ie, e venti, gli spauenta. 
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ATTO QUINTO. 

• ScbXa 1. La Carne tenta Adamo, e tr<HiandoIo ritroM, gli 
mostrt, dome tutte le coBe sentono amere. i 



4. 



ScENA 2. Lucifero s'aggiunge, alia Carne, e tenta di per- 
fiuadere Adamo a congiungersi con essa; fingendosi Adamo 

celeste. 

■ ■. "I 

ScENA S. Adamo con I'agiuto deir Angclo suo custode sti- 
pera la Carne 8l Lucifero. J 

ScENA 
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